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Mainland Alaska, which belongs to 
the US, is just 55 miles (88.5 km) from 
mainland Russia at their closest point. 


Greenland 
(Denmark) 


- „E JanMayen < 
v oe Au y (Norway) 
STATE pu 
ABBREVIATIONS qos EM 
YUKON i r | 
TERRITORIES i \ Faroe Islands j] 
IN Indiana sere Wh, \ (Denmark) i 
ALBERTA D. 
KY Kentucky COLUMBIA MANITOBA $ 
TN Tennessee , C A N A D A NEWFOUNDLAND 
» i: 
peli cun - - SASKATCHEWAN ONTARIO pw 
MS Mississippi 3. 
AL Alabama 
5 StPierre & 
PA Pennsylvania MEWAHAMPSHIRE Miquelon 
WV West Virginia The only island state NM T 
VA Virginia in the US, Hawaii CONNECTICUT hz 
NC North Carolina is a group of 137 M EL Madeira Sibraltar (UK7 
SC South Carolina volcanic islands in MARYLAND | Bermuda (UK) (Portugal): MORO 
à Turks & Virgin Islands (US) Canary Islands 7 
the Pacific Ocean. Caicos  / British Virgin Islands (UK) (Spain) ]- 
Islands Anguilla (UK) 5 
Cayman | ST KITTS & NEVIS 
Islands (UK) ANTIGUA & BARBUDA 
\ Montserrat (UK) 
yt Ro u Guadeloupe (France) 
A DOMINICA CARE 
ee cA (France) VERDE h 
—— BARBADOS GA n 
, ST VINCENT & THE GRENADINES iU 
"3 GRENADA 
7 TRINIDAD & TOBAGO 
jUYAN/ French Guiana LIBERIA 
E. (France) zonal 
: : Galapagos Islands : USES 
M ez (Ecuador) N 
KIRIBATI 
j indt Ascension 
: : k (UK) 
4 Cook Islands Í 
(NZ) est 
° St Helena 
à (UK) 
^ ' t Pitcairn, 
* Henderson, 
* Ducie & Oeno 


Islands 
(France) (UK) 


World 


^ French Polynesia 


Easter Island 
(Chile) 


Almost half of the inhabitants 

of South America live in Brazil, 
the seventh most populous nation 
in the world, and home to the 
continent s biggest city, São Paulo. 
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The seven vast continents that stretch across the surface "d" 
of our planet are made up of many landscapes, including sandwich 
mountains, plains, grasslands, forests, deserts, and . es 
tundra. The continents are divided into 196 countries, py 
inhabited by 7.7 billion people. The people in each country al a 
have different ways to work, enjoy, and celebrate life. 4 
Area covered by land: North America South America Africa 
57.5 million sq miles 
(148.94 million sq km) 
POMMES Total area: Total area: Total area: 
s YT D 9.54 million sq miles 17.84 million sq km 11.73 million sq miles 
139.4 million sq miles i zi: ] in. 
(361.13 million sq km) (24.71 million sq km) (6.9 million sq miles) (30.37 million sq km) 
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7.7 billion (m) Countries: 23 ( Countries: 12 @ Countries: 54 
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Africa is the continent with the most 
countries—a total of 54. The largest 
is Algeria, and the smallest on mainland 
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The icy continent of Antarctica has no 
permanent human population. Instead, 
researchers temporarily live and work 
at scientific research stations. 
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Over 10,000 islands spread 

across the Pacific Ocean are 
known collectively as Oceania. 
They form groups of island nations. 
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3.31 million sq miles 
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Beaver land 
Beavers live in and around 
lakes throughout Canada. 
The beaver is the country’s 
national animal. 


This Canadian coin 
features a beaver. 


Yukon is 
Canada’s smallest 

and least-populated 
territory with unspoiled 
mountains and glaciers. 


, 


Totem poles 

Canada is known for its 
totem poles, hand-carved 
and decorated with symbols 
of its indigenous people. 
They stand as memorials 

to honor early communities. 
These totem poles belong 

to the Kwakwaka wakw 
First Nations tribe. 
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North American elk 
The elk is one of the largest 
of all deer species. It lives 
in large groups in forests. 
About 1 million elk live 


Valley of the Ten Peaks 
in North America. 


Ten majestic mountain peaks tower 
over Moraine Lake in this scenic spot 
t. in Canada's Alberta Province. 


As the second-largest country on Earth, 
Canada stretches from the icy Arctic Circle 
through the snowcapped Rocky Mountains 
to the grassy plains of the prairies. It has the 
world's longest coastline and more lakes than 
any other nation. This vast expanse is divided 
into 10 provinces and three territories. 


3,855,103 sq miles 
(9,984,670 sq km) 


(Q 37.7 million 
Q3 Ottawa 


© English, French, other 
languages (+7) 


Maple leaf 

Maple trees grow across 
Canada. The country produces 
75 percent of the world’s maple syrup, 
made from the tree sap. A maple leaf can 
be seen on the Canadian national flag. 


Inuit people 
The indigenous inhabitants 


Ice hockey 
Canada’s most 


of northern Canada, the Inuit are popular sport 
Baffin well adapted to the cold. They often is ice hockey, 
Bay use a sled, called a qamutiik, With 20 Olympic 


to travel on snow medals—13 of them 
gold—Canada is the 
most successful nation 


in this sport. 


Niagara Falls 
With a drop of 167 ft (51 m), 

this group of three majestic waterfalls 
is located at the borders of Canada 
and the US. About 30 million tourists 
visit Niagara Falls every year. 
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Poutine 
This dish of french fries covered in 


EDWARD ^d cheese curds and gravy started out 
ir. ! AA A > in Québec Province and is now 
e. Y served throughout the country. 
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Québec Province is the largest 
Canadian province and is home to 
most French speakers in Canada. 


Falls 


Toronto towers 
Canada’s largest city sits on the banks of 
Lake Ontario with a stunning backdrop 
of high-rise buildings and skyscrapers. 


Geography: One-third is frozen g Culture: Despite the cold Wildlife: Canada is home 

land inside the Arctic Circle. climate, Canadians love being to brown bears, polar bears, 
Southern Canada has mountains, in the great outdoors, playing seals, caribou, wolves, wolverines, 
grasslands, forests, and lakes. sports, and going hiking. elk, and whales. 

History: Canada was officially Natural wonders: From the Food and drink: Most 

founded in 1867, although the breathtaking Rocky Mountains Canadians enjoy a typical 
Inuit people have inhabited it for to the dramatic Niagara Falls, Canada | Western diet of beef, chicken, fish, 
about 5,000 years. has spectacular scenery. dairy products, and vegetables. 
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Exploring space 


The American company SpaceX 
f has designed reusable rockets that a 9-— S 
| make sending cargo and people d n > AA 
| into space more affordable. The Ukulele Sar A 
| Falcon 9 rocket launched astronauts This stringed instrument Ak , Colorado ipringac 
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Football 
Played since 
the 1880s, this 
fast-paced team 
game is now the 
most popular sport in 
the country. 


. Iconic landmark 

é À This famous sign overlooks Hollywood, 
the neighborhood in Los Angeles that is the 
center of the American film industry. 


3,796,742 sq miles 
(9,833,517 sq km) 


(QD 332.6 million 
€@ Washington, DC 


Q English, Spanish, 
other languages (+9) 


The United States of America, or US, stretches 
between the east and west coasts of the North 
American continent. Its 50 states have a 
diverse range of peoples, landscapes, and 

i cultures. The nation’s entertainment industry 

s and the technology sector’s innovative 

* products are popular around the world. 
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Mount Rushmore National Memorial 
Carved into a rock face in Keystone, South 
Dakota, this national landmark shows the faces 
of four former presidents who made history. 
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Mardi Gras 
The Mardi Gras in New Orleans, the 
biggest carnival in the US, features 
colorful floats and parades. 


Geography: The Rocky 


Mountains dominate the west, 


rising out of the Great Plains. 


History: Native Americans 


had lived here for 15,000 years Natural wonders: The Grand Food and drink: 
when European settlers arrived in Canyon in Arizona and the The US is famous 
the 17th century. The US was Florida Everglades are examples for fast foods such as 
founded in 1776. of the country's natural beauty. burgers and hot dogs. 
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Culture: This multicultural 
S country celebrates many 
traditions, including Thanksgiving 
and Halloween. 


elected to represent Kansas in 
Congress, breaking new ground 


This famous city is made 
up of islands. Manhattan 
is its cultural center, home 
to famous sites such as 
Times Square, Central 
Park, and the Empire 
State Building. 


Wildlife: Coyotes, 

cougars, bears, 
bison, and moose are 
native to the US. 
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Puerto Valla 


Isla Roca Partida Isla San Benedicto $ 
\ Isla Socorro p 5 , i j 
This tiny dog breed ae f s 4 Ve 
is only 6-9 in - À zF : ¢ s 
(15-23 cm) high. fi 
; Chihuahua o c. 
The ancestor of this small ^f 
E dog was first bred in Mexico. Ki: 
= It takes its name from the ^ 4 
N 


n Mexican state of Chihuahua. 


4 


Rigoberta Menchü 
The human rights activist Rigoberta 
Menchú has focused on improving 

the lives of indigenous people and 

won the Nobel Peace Prize for 

her achievements in 1992. 


Guatemala City 

The country’s capital sits almost 

í e? 4920 ft (1,500 m) above sea level. At the 
gl 0929 center of this ancient city lies the cathedral, 
which has survived many earthquakes. 


Volcan 

Tajumulco 

4,220m 

© (13,850 ft) 


Mayan pottery 
The Maya are remembered 
Jor their pottery and 
ceramics, some of which 
are elaborately decorated. 


0 


50 km 


0 50 miles < 
J 


(approximate scale) 


42,042 sq miles The Central American nation of Guatemala 


(108,889 sq km) is located south of Mexico. It is known for 
@ 17.2 million its volcanoes and rain forests and for the 
QS Guatemala City remains of the ancient Mayan civilization 


Q Quiché, Mam, other | that can still be found there. 
languages (+3) 
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Frida Kahlo 
The 20th-century Mexican painter 
Frida Kahlo was known for her 
many self-portraits and works 
based on Mexican culture. 


Tacos 


A popular food is the 
traditional taco, a tortilla 
filled with spicy meat 
and veggies. 


Market shopping 

Across Mexico, the best way to 
shop for everyday items, from 

fruit and vegetables to clothes, 
is at the local market. 


Chichén Itzá 
At the center of the ancient 
Mayan city of Chichén Itzá 
is the Temple of Kukulcan, 


Gulf of a monumental step pyramid. 


Mexico fg 


yucatan 
# channel 


Campeche's 


Mexico is the third-largest 
country in North America. Many 
ancient civilizations established 
cities here. Now tourists come to 
visit their ruins as well as the 
country's magnificent beaches. 


Bay of 
Campeche 


758,449 sq miles 
(1,964,375 sq km) 


@ 128.6 million 
®© Mexico City 


Q Spanish, other 
languages (+8) 


:a 
fal 


Black orchid 
The national flower of Belize 
is the black orchid. Native to 
Central America, this species 
thrives in tropical jungles 
and swamplands. 


Belize 


Garifuna Settlement Day 
Celebrated on November 19, this 


~>- 


Doyle's Delight 


1,124 m (3,688 ft) 


3 Turneffe 


Great Blue Hole E QAM Islands 

Measuring 964 ft E D Dangriga’ 2 

(300 m) wide and a p ES, 

407 ft (124 m) deep, E: AR d oe oe 

this huge marine a e? 

sinkhole on the Belize >. EE 

Barrier Reef is popular à; = 

with divers. 0 , 50 miles 
(approximate scale) 


Lying on the Caribbean Sea, 
Belize is a small country on 
the eastern coast of Central 
America. It has dense 
tropical forests and a coral 
barrier reef nearly 186 miles 
(300 km) long. 


8,867 sq miles (22,966 sq km) 
© 399,600 
Q9 Belmopan 


Q English Creole, Spanish, 
other languages (+3) 


public holiday marks the arrival of the 
Afro-Caribbean Garifuna people 

in Belize on this date in 1832. 

People parade through the streets, 
making music and dancing. 


e»uauly YON 


Monumento al Divino 
El Salvador Anc 
This statue of Jesus 


0 20k Volcán de Santa Ana Christ has stood in San 
m 2,381 m (7,812 ft) D our Aa 
Shelled swimmer = X aivaaor since . 
, 0 20 miles V H fe) 7 
The world's largest (approximate C ale) NDy RA 
turtle, the leatherback, is Rs S 
3 atenango 
found off the coast of the 
country. It is named after 
the texture of its shell. a 


Xuc dance ^ c 
Originally created to 
celebrate sugar cane 
harvests, this lively 
folk dance is 
now performed 
at carnivals. 


2 JC 3 e- 27 T | 
Gulf of F% ! b. pow 
E - ;3 q FA 


This tiny country is the 
most densely populated 
in Central America, with 
most people living around 


8,124 sq miles the central lakes. It has 
(21,041 sq km) more than 20 active 

QD 6.5 million volcanoes and often 

© San Salvador experiences earthquakes. 

O Spanish 


N Swan Islands | S 
onauras a 
ds I 
Is 
D q 0 100 miles 


ww 
1 If. of Honduras ` 
cuATEM P" ? 4 S Puerto Cortés! 


Tela 
s 


(approximate scale) 


Scarlet macaw 
The national bird of Honduras 
is the scarlet macaw, one of the 
world’s largest parrots. 


Ruins of Copán 
Among the ruins 

& are intricate stone 
! carvings. This one 
shows the city’s 
13th ruler. 


Growing bananas 
M » Bananas have been a major 
export since the late 19th century, 

but some banana crops are 

destroyed by seasonal hurricanes. 


43,278 sq miles Honduras sits between the Caribbean Sea 
(112,090 sq km) to the north and the Pacific Ocean to the 

@ 9.2 million south. To the west of the country lie the 

Q Tegucigalpa ruins of the ancient Mayan city of Copán, 

Q Spanish, other which dates back to the 5th century. 
languages (+2) 


CAR Asc, 


e LajGruz 
TESI p ®)kos Chiles 0 50 km 
"s 
s Po EO o 50 miles 
> (approximate scale) 


High and low 

Slow-moving sloths live high in the 
treetops of Costa Rica, while beetles and 
other bugs scurry around the forest floor. 


Costa Rica is rich in animal 
life—more than half a 
million species live in 

the nation’s cloud forests, 


rain forests, mangrove 
swamps, arid plains, and 
tropical waters. Wildlife 
is protected in one-third 


19,730 sq miles 
(51,100 sq km) 


@ 5 million 
€ San José 


Boruca people 
An indigenous Costa Rican 
tribe, the Boruca people are 


known for their skilled carving of 


of the country. 
^ traditional wooden devil masks. 


O Spanish, other 
languages (+3) 


Ometepe Island 

The largest island in Lake Nicaragua, 

Ometepe has two volcanoes, 

one of which towers over the 
surrounding waters. 


+0? 
xs "Tl 
PT Cayo, 
4 E d > X " v 
4; Puerto Cabezas E a 

f ui. "e 


6 
L z 
t tosí og 
- GR ees a. ME 
? D. a apa £ A 
o ve 8 atagalpa . gg de Mato E E ia 
0 soim C 30 6 di e cy ; 
< et Bue E Nicaraguan coffee 
0 50 miles 7, i e y Q Coffee is one of the 
(approximate scale) e D : : 
ipu. Qo "S l most important crops in 
" Dennis Martine is S E Nicaragua, where trees grow 
nni rtínez i : "e 
o Ni m Blygsiplds « Q' best in the volcanic highland 
TER CEEE SHE “ soils. The seeds of the ripe 
N : Ip 


athletes is Dennis Martinez, a pitcher in 
Major League Baseball from 
| the 1970s to 19905. 


red fruits are dried and 
roasted to make coffee. 


e 
This Central American country has a 
dramatic landscape of volcanoes and lakes. 
Lake Nicaragua, which covers more than 
3,000 sq miles (8,000 sq km), is the largest. 


50,336 sq miles 
(130,370 sq km) 


@ 6.2 million 
Managua 
o g 
As A O Spanish, other languages (+2) 


TA 


Costa Rica 
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About 


14,000 ships 
pass through the 


canal every year. 


* 


The blue and red COSTA 
represent the country s RICA 
two main political parties. 


Volcán Bard 
3,475 m (11,401 ft) 


irante 


Ocean shortcut 

The Panama Canal 
opened in 1914. Some 
50 miles (82 km) long, 

it allows shipping to 
Gulf of avoid the lengthy 
e Las Tablas Darien and dangerous 
Gulf of journey around 


Festive clothing / c E Panama ; South America. 
Girls in Panama are given Oc EAN K ` 


their first pollera dress at the age D amps 
of 16. Worn at festivals and celebrations, this 
decorative dress has colorful embroidery. 


COLOMBIA 


100 miles ' 


approximate scale) 


29,120 sq miles Known as the "Crossroads of the 
(75,420 sq km) Americas," Panama lies on the strip of 
© 3.9 million land linking Central and South America. 
© Panama City An artificial waterway cuts across 
© English Creole, other | the country, linking the Pacific and 
languages (*3) Atlantic oceans. 


Colorful snail 


Polymita snails are (œ HAVANA 
u a found only in the S ABANA) 
forests of Cuba. AI. S odis | ital j 
, Gerona 
Isla de la j 
eead 


Vintage cars 
For years the import of cars to Cuba 
was banned. Many on the streets are 
vintage American cars, used as taxis. 


The star symbolizes Cuba’s 
independence from Spain in 
1898 and the US in 1902. 


AW 


Cuban capital 
Havana is the biggest 
city in the Caribbean 
and a major port. The 
historic old town is very 
popular with tourists. 


Colorful houses with 
crumbling facades are 
common in Havana s 
older quarters. 


Cuba is the largest island in 
the Caribbean Sea. It is also 
one of the few socialist 
republics in the world. 
Tourism and agriculture 


42,803 sq miles are its main industries, 
(110,860 sq km) and sugar, tobacco, and 

Q 11.1 million citrus fruits are some 

Q Havana of its major exports. 

Q Spanish 
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USA o9? Grand Bahama 
MJ 


NN Island = Coopers 
o On| 
v E Pali can 
E ¿g Bimini Point . 
Yu 


« Islands 
Pirate haven Berry 


; Island. 

New Providence "mw. siang N Black represents 
ia ; ns base ^ NASSAU 2 SpanishWells < Island iguana the strength of 
r ene LAE century a y The Andros rock iguana is the people of 

l New Eleuthera : these islands. 
Providence Island rA one of seven iguana 


Methur's — species that live in 
l $ Town = the Bahamas. 
C Mount e 
Alvernia 
63 m (207 ft) 
Cockburn o 
"T eo 
m 
pmcay ge © 5,359 sq mil 
ad , q miles 
Be oa? > (13,880 sq km) 
(approximate scale) jm Crooked z / 
pp | V Island [- / © 337,750 
N“ Col 
Ragged UM i €@ Nassau 
Range Aen A E Q English Creole, 
adio. T other languages (+2) 
9? 
Ke Mayaguana 
Great Little The Bahamas is a nation of 700 tiny 
nagua e e H H 
— — masua | tropical islands in the Caribbean 
Jubilant Junkanoa Town i N Sea. Only 30 of these islands are 
The people celebrate Junkanoo festival every inhabited, with most people 
Boxing Day and New Year's Day. People dress in living on New Providence, 


colorful costumes and dance through the streets. the largest island 


Eg 
Musical culture X Tm 
A From traditional son tunes played Ga d 
4 T on guitars to upbeat Latin rhythms p E Ff 
(573 " Z 4 " A 
"o, 4 w of salsa and rumba, music lg = 
Io ja is a vital part of life y M, ( f ^ 
L A in Cuba. Y A / b "I | 
L A 


7 Vv Popular sport 
% Cuba's national sport is Sugar country 
S baseball, which was introduced Cuba's tropical 


climate is perfect for 
growing sugar cane, 
and sugar is one of its 
major exports. 


» to the country in the 1860s by 
students returning from the US. 
Baseball is played in schools, 
streets, and stadiums. 


Golfo de 
Guacanayabo 


m E 


Pico Türguina ? 
1,974m 
(6476 ft) 


. Santiago de Cuba 


0 50 km hummingbird 
Just 2 in (6 cm) long, this 
tiny Cuban hummingbird is 


the world’s smallest bird. 


9 r /b b Guantanamo Bay 
e a (US) 


ea 


=n 
0 50 miles 
(approximate scale) 


f e | 
Ga Tibbe Tt 
Montego Bay ~ Se a 
- .. e Montego Bay: e - 
. N 0 


^ Lucea 2p =~ Falmouth m 
=e ae ae Xhe Cockbit 775. St Anm's Bap 
Pi 3) 2 re ? TEL " vi as ~ 
; 0 20 miles Veuntry- Dry Harkour m y 
xy 3 f (approximate scale) X Savanna-la-Mar y T aa m = UNtaing 
f X gU : 0 s Mocp ~ i Christiana ( 
Blue; l "us VOU Une. "o, d y NIS) 
elds Bo) $ “Clo, eae FY i 
" AS SNA = 
G T l Mandeville, {= 
I Black River tM A SN 
Jerk chicken e, 4 Nx. 1 l 
AN M re Fp [| ^ May Pen 
A favorite dish in Jamaica is E X J i e 
Nn a 
this grilled chicken, which SN |. Old Harbour f 
i a 
is marinated in a hot spice " \ c" 4 
07 
mix for a fiery flavor. caribbean SA o M af" 
Birthplace of reggae 
Marley is depicted here on Reggae is a slow, rhythmic style of music that was born in 
the walls of the Bob Marley Jamaica in the 1960s and quickly became popular worldwide. 


Museum in Kingston. One of its best-known stars was singer and songwriter Bob Marley. 


Super sprinter 
Known as the “Lightning 
Bolt,” the Jamaican sprinter 
Usain Bolt is the fastest man on 
Earth. He holds the 100 m world 
record with a time of 9.58 seconds. 


0 50 km 
0 50 miles 
(approximate scale) 


Haiti 


S iu TETRIS — 1 


[wx Gen Won sew de aA pa Law pa ke Ea pur G 


í veal à vor NEA T 
Ed. \ JF aui M EN 
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. "—— $99. Cap-Haitien 
> Ù Ae OW ne i 
Gonaives 
e EN 
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Tap tap bus Jéréifiie « X 
Eye-catching painted 4 Masi = Sa or 
buses called tap taps CAE. MS LEES 

provide a taxi service X < 4 Y 
for commuters in e. 4 
Port-au-Prince. x | 


Citadelle Laferrière 
This imposing fortress was built on 

" Haiti's northern coast in the 19th century 
dye to protect the newly independent country 

Caribbean mn m E X against French invasion. 


10,714 sq miles The Republic of Haiti occupies the western third of the 
J _ (27:750 sq km) island of Hispaniola. Once a French colony, it gained 
|! Q 11.1 million independence in 1804. Devastated by an earthquake 
Q9 Port-au-Prince that struck close to the capital, Port-au-Prince, in 2010, 
Q pum Creole, this mountainous country is still recovering. 
renc 


Blue mountains 

Clouds of mist hang over 
Jamaica 's longest mountain 
range. The plantations here 
produce some of the finest 


Port Maria coffee in the world. Jamaičan roselle 
a> » "nor, k ; 
= ^ EE Known for its health benefits, 
t Wano GP fo P The capital city of Kingston is this flower is used to make sauces, 
we 7 Wt M wee D surrounded by mountains on three sides. 
v - eis a : salads, and herbal teas. 
ae NEN LAE 4 AERA: f£ Blue C Peak 
V / : 7,402 ft 
3h Spanish S, n E 
?| e Town 7 m 2 : : 
3 [ STON. ` e Girls’ education 
ip^. ZI 7 
m D 7 Morant Bay S» In the past, many Jamaican 
ad "S r "5 atf girls did not get an education, 
i 7 ; 
Portlan’ but now most girls go 


Caribbean hermit crab 

These land crabs protect their soft 
bodies with the empty shells 
of other animals. 


to school and more 
than a third enroll 
in college. 


4,244 sq miles Jamaica is the third-largest 
(10,991 sq km) island in the Caribbean, 
Q 2.8 million 146 miles (234 km) long and 
Q Kingston up to 50 miles (80 km) wide. 
Q English Creole, With beautiful beaches, 
English tourism is its main industry. 
Dominican Carnival e% ME e e Pucio Plata mæ ATLANTIC , p km jT 
February is a time for E D SÉ ucc | OCEAN = O Ea A 
celebration in the Dominican a ,Dajabón -SanFrancisco Sanh CMM scale) bas 
Republic. The annual j 3 mi Don > La crate * de Macorís = i 


Rio Yuna "Sabana? 


carnival sees colorful » dela Mar 


parades and performances 
that reflect local traditions. 


El Seibo? 


‘SANTO San Pedro e Higuey 
INGO deMacoris LaRomana „Boca 
e e, =e 


a i " E “jde Yuma 
a n Isla Saona 


El Limón Waterfall 
Surrounded by tropical rain forest, the 


\ 
Y EN ij El Limon near Samana cascades more than 


164 ft (50 m) to a pool popular with swimmers. 


Isla Beata 


The Dominican Republic makes 
up the eastern part of Hispaniola 
island. This country has the 
Caribbean's tallest mountain— 
Pico Duarte—and its lowest 
| point, Lake Enriquillo. 


18,792 sq miles 
(48,670 sq km) 


. 7 @ 10.5 million 
habe, Q3 Santo Domingo 


O Spanish, French 
Creole 
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St. Kitts and Nevis 


The evergreen calico 


tropical rain forests. It traps 


7 A 
Calico vine í : NN 
Tab l ] D 2s Xd ; 
f oo vine thrives in St. Kitts’s r ^ 4X3 


~S 


A) 


Mount Liamuiga È insects and releases them WREE ad 
Lise covered in pollen. B ie 
St Kitts À 

0 5km 

Rock carvings oo ce 

i . uM" (approximate scale) . 5 
Prehistoric art by the indigenous e Brimstone Hill Fortress 
Kalinago people has been found E Built by Africans enslaved by British 


on rocks on St. Kitts. 


St. Kitts and Nevis are 
two islands in the eastern 
Caribbean Sea, separated by 


a tiny channel of sea known 101 sq miles 


as The Narrows. Black sands (261 sq km) 

found on both islands come Q 53,820 

from the rocks of Mount @ Basseterre 

Liamuiga, a volcano. Q English, 
English Creole 


Dominica 


Boiling Lake ue 
A large hot spring forms Boiling Lake, 
located east of the capital Roseau. Its 


. Portsmo 
water is heated by hot steam and gas 
escaping from under Earth's crust. e = 
o 
D o 
E m 
Et a 
c = => 
c 
o 
w 
3 
0 5km 


(approximate scale) 


Soufriè 


The island of Dominica is known as the “Nature Isle 290 sq miles 
of the Caribbean.” About two-thirds of it is covered in (751 sq km) 
rain forest, which is home to parrots and frogs. Dominica @ 74,240 
is vulnerable to tropical storms and hurricanes. Q) Roseau 


Q French Creole, English 


settlers, the 18th-century Brimstone 

Hill Fortress in the northwest of St. Kitts 
overlooks the Caribbean Sea. It was built to 
defend the island from the French navy 


Whale watching 

The warm Caribbean waters off Dominica 
are a good place to spot whales. More 
than 10 species of whales are found here, 
including the sperm whale (above). 


Kalinago baskets 


m B Reeds are woven by hand 


into traditional baskets 
by the Kalinago people 
and sold as island crafts. 


Antigua and 


Bird sanctuary 
Codrington Lagoon 
National Park in 
Barbuda is a natural 


Goat Islands 


e»uauly YON 


sanctuary for thousands The bright red oA Yacht regatta 
of frigate birds. throat pouch of the b m The Antigua Classic Yacht 
male frigate bird n= Regatta began in 1967 at 
attracts females. ^ - EC . English Harbour. Today, the 
£ BONA Cy race attracts many yachts 
ivi T = from around the world. 
sq miles 
(443 sq km) x N 
@ 98,180 E St. John's is the 
e" ; capital and main port 
a. D St. John’s Ww f city of Antigua. 
Q English, English patois o 
ov 
Antigua e Cedar Grove 
Two large islands and several smaller e = ST JOHN'S 
Five Islands “y Boc i 
Village 


ones make up the Caribbean nation 
of Antigua and Barbuda. Antigua alone 
has 365 sandy beaches and is a 
major yachting center. In 2017, 
Barbuda was badly damaged by 
powerful Hurricane Irma. 


Guadeloupe 


0 10 miles 
Passage 


(approximate scale) 


Bustling city 

Castries, the capital of St. e 
Lucia, is a busy port visited t è u C [ ^ | 
by many cruise ships. 


Two triangles on the 


St Lucia flag symbolize 
Channel Julien Alfred the Pitons. 


In 2016, the young sprinter 
Julien Alfred became the first 
athlete from St. Lucia to win 
a Youth Olympic medal. 


: 0 5 miles 

The Pitons (approximate scale) S : ` " 

Towering twin E : 238 sq miles 

mountains known as % h (616 sq km) 

the Pitons are a famous P ‘ > @ 166,485 

natural landmark in 

St Luciä the taller of the ~ 

) i ; Pitons, standing : Q English, 

d ft (798 m) T HE ake, AN French Creole 

1gh. / ) 


Gros Piton is i iim : 
re 1 x © Castries 


i 


"TT die -: St. Lucia is known for tall 


in | mountains, volcanic beaches, 
S“ Vincent Passage and coral reefs teeming with 
life. This island's economy 
is dependent on tourism, 
bananas, and coconuts. 


The Barbadian flag depicts the 
trident belonging to Neptune, 
the Roman god of the sea. 


0 
(approximate scale) 


166 sq miles 
(430 sq km) 


(D 294,560 
© Bridgetown 
Q Bajan, English 


* * 
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v Barbados 


8 miles 


Beach life 
Palm-fringed beaches and 

tropical seas attract millions 
of visitors to Barbados. 


Global superstar 

The Barbados-born pop 
singer Rihanna has sold 
millions of records across the 
world and won nine 
Grammy awards. 


all 


Boscobelle 


Mount Hillaby 
340 m (1,120 ft) 


f 'e Wellhouse 
e Marchfield 
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Barbados anole 
An inhabitant of the island's 
rain forests, this green 
lizard blends in with 


leafy foliage. 


Barbados became a British colony in the 
17th century and gained independence in 
1966. With its white-sand beaches and clear, 
turquoise waters, this sunny Caribbean 
island is a popular tourist destination. 


Sharp claws 
help the anole 
cling to tree 

branches. 


10 km 


0 
(approximate scale 


Fragrant spice 
Grenada is one of the 
world's largest producers of 
nutmeg. This sweet spice, which 
features on the left side of the 
national flag, was introduced to 
x KS Grenada by traders in 1843. 


L] 
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St. George's sits ona 
horseshoe-shaped harbor. 


i 

Carriaco ^ 

Hillsboro wW 

10 miles F Petite 

) a” | Martinique 
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Ronde Island 
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Cascading waterfalls 

The Seven Sisters Falls are one of several 
natural wonders found in the Grand Etang 
National Park on Grenada island. 


Sa 
(2, 


Grenada is as famous for 
its spice production as it 
is for its scenic beaches. 
This mountainous, tropical 
country is made up of one 
large island, Grenada, 
and six smaller ones. 


133 sq miles 
(344 sq km) 


@ 113,100 
Q St. George's 
Q English, English Creole 
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Scented frangipani 
The sweet-smelling frangipani 
flower flourishes in the tropical 
Caribbean climate. 


150 sq miles 
(389 sq km) 


@ 101,390 

Q9 Kingstown 

Q English, English 
Creole 


The Caribbean nation of St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines is made up 

of 32 islands and is known for its 
volcanoes, waterfalls, and 

coral reefs. Calypso and reggae 
music are popular here. 


Seriously spicy 0 


St. Vincent and BV 
the Grenadines 


The three diamonds in 
a "V" shape represent 
St. Vincent. 


La Soufriére 


9 10km 1,234 m (4,049 ft) 
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0 10 miles 
(approximate scale) 
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The nation's busiest 
town, Kingstown has 
historic buildings with 
colorful facades and 
cobbled streets bustling 


Prune Sail Rock ; 
with people. 


Island 


20 km 


Grown only in Trinidad and Tobago, 
the sizzling scorpion chile is among the 
world's hottest peppers. 


Caroni Swamp 
Many bird species 
nest in this vast 
mangrove forest 
and swampland on 
Trinidad s western coast. 


“at's Mouth 


1,980 sq miles 
(5,128 sq km) 


@ 1.2 million 
© Port of Spain 


Q English Creole, 
other languages (+4) 


(approximate scale) 
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Carnival spectacle 
The annual Trinidad 
and Tobago Carnival 
is celebrated in 
Port of Spain "T 
with Caribbean $ \ 
costumes, music, — j 
and parades. A. s 
E 
NC 


Two main islands—Trinidad 
and Tobago—and several smaller 
ones make up this Caribbean nation 

off the northeastern coast of Venezuela. 
It is rich in natural gas and oil. 
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Venezuela 


S Angel Falls 
D With a spectacular drop of W 
£ . . 3,212 ft (979 m), Angel Falls is 2 
cx Iglesia de San Francisco the world’s highest waterfall. 
= t — One of the best-known churches 
a of Caracas, Iglesia de San 
Francisco is dedicated aet ^ i. 
to Saint Francis sx LS "M is Ca, 
of Assisi. ott * 4, Coro i A 
T -^San . Isla de 
© Cabimas “= Felipe. CARACAS Margarita 
Ry ege. uc M Qo Ne OTT ome i Porlamars 
eh Valencia? ^*-Maracày — .. V^ | eCartpano TRIN DMD 
ee” *Acarigua San Juan de Mtera go (Par | aN Moo Cacao beans 
. e Guanare los Morros Andes O re. J 2 : 
e Barinas Valle de® e Maturin E Or Venezuela is known 
" E 3 eO» : 
RLW. bea seus El Tigre & e Tucupita} © = for its fine chocolate, 
(16,332 ft) San s Ciudad Æ 2 — made from cacao 
Fernando? à n » Ciudad, „€ Guayana: zt- 4 fi 
t orinoco ~ Bolivar © Upata Q beans Srown 
V e x 3E co in plantations. 
1 *. ^ S 
O L MP y A ^ i Z Reservoir 
a, qiu nd El Dorado 
Co fe. £d es © 
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The Orinoco River 

is one of the largest 

in South America 

and flows for more than 
1,243 miles (2,000 km). 


Record-breaking rodent 
NS The world's biggest rodent is the 

N capybara, a relative of the guinea 
pig. It is a good swimmer and lives 

on the country’s lakes and rivers. 


Dancing devils 
In a popular religious celebration, held 


N 
Dp on the annual Catholic festival of f 


Corpus Christi, people dress up 
as masked devils and dance 
through the streets. n 


100 km 


0 100 miles 
(approximate scale) 


352,144 sq miles 
(912,050 sq km) 


@ 28.6 million 
Q9 Caracas 


Q Spanish, Amerindian 
languages 
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Situated on the northern Caribbean 
coast of South America, Venezuela 

has beaches, mountains, and tropical 
forests. The country is rich in 
natural resources, including oil. 
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Paramaribo is the largest 


city and home to almost Creole people 

N half of the population. The ancestors of the Creole 

: Squirrel monkeys ia people in Suriname came 

l The country's tropical ickerje o Nieuw Amsterdam /70m Europe and Africa 
rain forests are home to these G AMARIB many generations ago. 
They speak a language 


tree-dwelling monkeys. They live in large 


groups and feed on fruit and insects. " called Sranan Tongo. 


o 
. C s 

63,251 sq miles S 

(163,820 sq km) <j 
(D 609,560 Y 
Q9 Paramaribo 
© Sranan (Creole), 

other languages 

(+7) 

0 
Among the smallest countries in ovS EN 


South America, Suriname lies on 
the northeastern coast of the 

continent. Once a Dutch colony, 
it became independent in 1975. 


Rhinoceros dung beetle 
This large, rare beetle is named 
for the upright horns on its head. 
Unusually, both male and female 
beetles have horns. 


J Íí 
A toucan uses its enormous A 
beak to reach for fruit. yo 


Toco toucan AD 
Native to South America, EC 
this brightly colored bird lives m 

in Guyana 's tropical rain 


forests. A weak flier, it hops from : : 
tree to tree for food. ow Cricketing legend à 
Mount Roraima Sir Clive Hubert Lloyd 
2,810 m (9220 ft) i 
is a legendary 


Guyanese batsman 
83,000 sq miles who captained the 
West Indies to two 


(214,969 sq km) 
QD 750,200 
Q9 Georgetown 


Q English Creole, other 
languages (+4) 


victories in 1975 
and 1979. 


Located in northeastern South America, 
Guyana is mostly tropical rain forest. 
A former British colony, it gained 
independence in 1966. The country B 1 
is the only one in South America with RES 
English as its official language. 


\ Vv 


0 50km 


0 50 miles 
(approximate scale) 


Suriname 


e»ueuly ujnog 


29 


rere Colombia 


River of colors 
The river Cano Cristales 
in central Colombia is 
famous for the rare 
water plants that grow 
there. For a few months : 

Pico Cristóbal Colón 
a year, these turn a 5,775 m (18,947 ft) 


spectacular bright red! Santa Maca . Riohacha 
Barranguas Ww 


Changua 
A soup made from eggs and milk 
called changua is a popular breakfast 
in the Andes region of the country. 


LT 
Cie 


Cartagen 
Gulf of y. dupar Cotton-top tamarin 
Dari ; 
ari: e Sincelejo . Native to the forests of 
$ © Montería ; ? northwestern Colombia, 
pen E v d this small monkey takes 
N zZ i E Gui L 5 its name from the fluffy 
f A de A * 
a . Bee ^ white fur on its head. 
o te Bucarii e 
3 manga 
y E 
0 100km e PR UA 4 
0 100 miles © ON ye? 
approximate scale) > RIO Puerto Carreño 
Q 5 
Buenavent Orocué 
Rio Gua? 
3 Puerto 
Inirida 


* san José del Guaviare 


c 
i 


a 
a 
Bi 


V 


NICA 


Local fruit sellers 

For generations, brightly dressed 
fruit sellers known as palenqueras 
have marketed their produce in 
the city of Cartagena. They 
carry fruit in big bowls 
balanced on their heads. 


Museum of Gold 
The indigenous Muisca 
people of Colombia crafied 


fine figures and jewelry 
out of gold. The Museum National sport 
of Gold in the city of This modern monument 
Bogotd has more than depicts Chaquén, the Muisca 
55,000 exhibits dating god of sports, playing the 
back hundreds of years. traditional throwing game of tejo. 


439,735 sq miles 
(1,138,910 sq km) 


QD 49.1 million 
Q9 Bogotá 


Q Spanish, other 
languages (+3) 


The Andes Mountains and two 

rivers, the Cauca and the Magdalena, 
pass through Colombia. Among this 
country's major products are coffee, 
bananas, emeralds, and coal. 


Ecuador 


Root crop (72) 
A small root vegetable similar to a = 
potato, called olluco, grows in = 
the Andes Mountains and = 
is used in salads, soups, 2 
and stews in Ecuador. I2 
Quito old town 2c 
The Spanish founded Quito in the 16th century, most E [4j o 
building it on the former site of an Inca city. The modern s io ubi Lo 
city center has retained its historic Spanish architecture. v Esmeraldas. PY equican ^ & , k 
€ -- E 


A i Q Santo Domingo 
Galápagos iguanas , de los Colorados 


The Galápagos are home to 9 5 G ms Eus 
E P - ago rio 
land iguanas (pictured left) "- J- „Chone E 
; : an ge > 
and unique marine O p e Portoviejo Queve Puerto Francisco » 
x 7 ^4 ~ de Orellana % 
iguanas that are able to Chi Eee Ceca e. 
swim and graze on algae. & 6,310m Fe ft). (d 
uaran 
> Sali Babahoyo e 3 
Q aug 
h Guayaquil e 
Nc 
Gulf of — 
Guayaquil » 


Isla Darwin Galápagos Islands p CEO km 
i gotai, A group of 19 islands make |. 0 — 80 miles 
ae „Isla Pinta up the Galápagos. Because (approximate scale) 
t (5,600 ft) [sla Marchena they are so remote, they have 
evolved, unique wildlife. 


» Isla Santiago 


herd, Isla Santa Cruz 
2 a 


Isla Fernandina f 
i 


Isla Isabela " æ Isla San Cristóbal 


y PUERTO 
a MU f BAQUERIZO 0 50km 
Co mG MORENO 
4 N 0 50 miles 
(approximate scale) 


Mount Chimborazo 

The highest point in Ecuador 
is Mount Chimborazo, 

an inactive volcano with 
snow on its peak, standing 
20,702 ft (6,310 m) high. 
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Textile market 
In a town near Ibarra in 


northern Ecuador, the locals 109,483 sq miles 


TS MR REN, iR : weave colorful woollen (283,561 sq km) 
textiles. These are sold Q 17 million 
at local markets as well Q Quito 


: R as abroad. © Spanish, other 
: languages (+2) 


ZIKE] 


Bg E Ecuador, which sits on the Equator, 

y is marked by the Andes Mountains and 
low-lying coastal regions. Lying about 
620 miles (1,000 km) to the west in the 

Pacific Ocean, the Galápagos Islands 

also belong to Ecuador. 
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200 km 


World’s largest snake 

Weighing 550 Ib (250 kg) and growing up to 16 ft 2 

(5 m) long, the green anaconda can be found in ss 
Brazil's Amazon rainforest and the wetlands 
called the Pantanal. 


` Pico da Neblina 
A aim 


COLOMB,, 


Modern masterpiece 
This Roman Catholic cathedral in the capital city, 
Brasilia, has room for 4,000 worshippers. It was 
designed by famous Brazilian architect 
Oscar Niemeyer. 


covers 1.2 million 


Covering almost half of South America, Brazil is 


the continent's largest country. It is named after the 
Brazilwood tree, growing in the Amazon rainforest, 
which spreads across more than 35 percent of the 


country. Abundant natural resources give Brazil 
a strong economy, and coffee and soybeans are 
important agricultural exports. 


approximate scale) 


The Amazon rainforest 


(3.2 million sq km) in Brazil. 
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200 miles 


> ES 
€ Eirunepé Rio purus 
€ ones s 
$ ER C ae „e Porto Velho; y. F 
j Rio Branco e Ld E 5 Ss 
sq miles ^ $ 7 e E j s 
a f Re 2% 
U q E 6 So 
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aji a L } A 

Xe » The first carnival in Rio de Janeiro was 7 Cuiabá s“; 

D” held in 1723. Since then, this annual celebration 4 = ER: 
has grown to become the world's largest street LN m. 
festival, attracting millions of visitors. f oe A CT 
Its parades feature performers in e 
spectacular costumes, dancing ij Campo . 
to rhythmic samba beats. P Spande 


Santa Maria «|. A 

N E n 

Soccer fever boc 
Porto Alegre e 


Brazilians love 


A soccer. The country’s ^ s Bagé . 
national team has won the World I» 
Vv 
L 


Cup a record-breaking five times. 


3,287,957 sq miles 
(8,515,770 sq km) 


Q 211.7 million 
Q9 Brasilia 


Q Portuguese, 
Amerindian 
languages, other 
languages (+4) 


Blue-and-yellow macaw 
The Amazon rainforest is a 
sanctuary for this big, bright 


Ly - 
NAME yos b Indigenous peoples of the Amazon parrot that lives in the canopies of 
© The world’s largest rain forest provides a home for trees and feeds on the bountiful fruits. 
en L ^ hundreds of indigenous peoples. The Xingu, made up of 
A E LS" aa many ethnic groups, live and fish by the Xingu River. 
à : 
ai aci 9 i pa 
Amazon- “Ilha de 
"ss í kac, 1 
antaré Ta 
t ; AEN 4. Sào Luís 
M RT: “se Le veParnaiba 
s§ Tucuruí i 2. : 
1 4 o Reservoir 1 ex 
È e ae € ie . : 
E x us > te Imperatriz e Teresina . 
Í à LE. A an 
y ; / LE C 
M S Á YX A, dis 
\ eet Natal 
LA ! Juazeiro Pera "m2 
5 e \ do Norte "ema e p. 
f Š & pem do Süfbradinho S ttis Recife 
a 33 A ye Reservoifiss 2 . *Juazeiro ! E: » 
Q IR AH "NM de M a 
Fo. A *. 7Maceié 
/ ih d * fa Aracaju 
Le j d 
* < BRASILIA € . Rio de Janeiro 
Z9 2 ew [NU RT Christ the Redeemer, the iconic 98 ft 
nisu QUEE! (30 m) tall statue, overlooks Rio and 
\ j Hs 2n i.a n Q . E E n 
\ B raz E. i la Coffee production its beaches, including Copacabana, 
p. berendia; / ra One-third of the world's coffee and the pointy Sugarloaf Mountain. 
ates. o Uberaba 7 E beans is grown in Brazil. 
Araçatuba ys Traditional producers toss the 
LJ * > 
S e E ic a eee ie ANitéria X beans on mesh screens to 
Sag Cannas M : |mposdos |" separate the branches and 
Cami jin PY vea Goytacazes ^. . . 
e. pias i * aL antiq 3 leaves from the ripe fruit. 
as caranas PONG ee TS Janeiro V å 
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Acrobatic martial art 
Capoeira is a martial-art form that combines 
self-defense, acrobatics, and dance. It was 
developed here in the 16th century 

by enslaved Africans. 


p 


D 


P 
Geography: The landscape g Culture: Brazil has a rich culture Wildlife: About 10 million 
includes the vast Amazon D of diverse religions, carnivals, species of animals, including 
rainforest and the Amazon River, dance, and music, including styles jaguars, piranhas, and tropical birds, 
the world’s second-longest river. such as bossa nova and samba. live in the rain forest. 
History: First inhabited by Natural wonders: As well as its Food and drink: The Brazilian 
indigenous peoples, Brazil tropical rain forest, Brazil’s natural menu is vast and varied, with 
was a Portuguese colony from beauty can be seen in the Sugarloaf fish and meat stews, barbecued 
1500 to 1825. Mountain and Iguaçu Falls. meat, and black beans. 
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= „Puerto Heath 
o Amazons 


Bolivia 
Butterfly base £&& | 
The Narses metalmark butterfly is one 
of hundreds of species of butterflies 
that live in Bolivia. The Guembe 


Biocenter in Santa Cruz is the 
world's largest butterfly sanctuary 


m 


\ Ró; 
e Ascension í i Za he 


Sajama ee San Matías * 
m. 1) ek E å The Liberator 
| San José^ / The military leader Simón 
] Bolivar fought Spanish 
PARAG armies to liberate six Central 
AM UA n and South American nations, 
m including Bolivia, from 
0 , 100 miles Spain's rule in 1824. 
(approximate scale) 
Elevated city 
At a height 424,164 sq miles A landlocked nation in South America, 
of 11,975 ft (1,098,580 sq km) Bolivia ranges from the Andes Mountains 
[AERA @ 11.6 million to the Altiplano (high plateau) and the 
La Paz is the : 
Jaohestcuputl @ Sucre and La Paz Atacama Desert to the Amazon rainforest. 
city on Earth. © Aymara, Quechua, On the border with Peru lies Lake Titicaca, 
Spanish the largest lake in South America. 


Machu Picchu 
O The Inca built the stunning 
(& (e r u N city of Machu Picchu high 
up in the Andes during 
0 — e ^o, the 15th century 
= R 6 (o) 
0 200 miles E j pO 9 Be M p 
(approximate scale) i x iV] o / 4 
Tumbes; «eU 
, ae 
Iquitos e EZ 
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496,224 sq miles 
(1,285,216 sq km) 


@ 31.9 million 

© Lima 

O Spanish, Quechua, 
Aymara 


Machu 
Picchu 


Puerto 
Maldonado a 
a 


Peru’s impressive landscape 

is comprised of Pacific coastline, 
majestic Andes Mountains, and 
Amazon rainforest. The Inca 

people once inhabited the Peruvian 
mountains, and their legacy remains in 
ancient sites visited by tourists today. 


Quechua people 
The vast majority of 
indigenous people in Peru are 
Quechua, who follow their own PAE 
traditions and speak their own languages. c + 4 


© Chile 


ni 
me a 
0 200 km lquiqude tie 
0 200 miles Paranal 
(approximate scale) í Observatory 
Antofagasta © (9 2X ye Located in the 


Atacama Desert, this 
observatory has some 
(22,572 ft) _ É of the world's most 

Copiap: gi powerful telescopes 
ri Jor observing the 
night sky. 


> Cerro Ojos 
del Salado 


Rare blooms 
The Atacama Desert is the driest place on 6,880 m 


Earth. It rains here only every six years or 
so, but when it does, seeds in the sand quickly 
germinate into blankets of colorful flowers. w 


La Sere 
Coquimbc 


Q 
Easter Island 


This remote volcanic island 9 Underground snack 


is known as Rapa Nui by Viña del Meaning “stony ground,” 
its inhabitants. ~ this traditional Chilean dish 
Mount Terevaka Rano Juan Fernandez of meat, fish, and vegetables 
510m (ge m COO Islands is cooked on hot rocks inside 
unn T A a deep hole in the ground. 
Talcahuano 
e 
, S Concept ó S 
MITA C 1 F T N = High-life llamas 
emo E A Q The llama is a popular pack Stone statues 
ERN animal in Chile also kept for Chile's best-known 
ae UA EN its wool. This domesticated landmarks are the 
(approximate scale) hardy creature is able to stone figures of Easter 
Q , live at high altitudes. Island. The moai (meaning 
EN j “statues”) were carved from 
xS * s about 1000 cE onward. 
Q 
Archipiélago | 
de los Chonos 
Golfo de 
4 , =A 
Mapuche 
] Strait of 
iN people Magellan 
my" About 10 percent 
! — ofthe Chilean 
population is indigenous 
Mapuche people. » n xin 
They make beautiful n " 
handcrafted textiles, Cape ge 


" : ke 
including ponchos, to sell. Dra 


à (9) 291,933 sq miles (756,102 sq km) 
@ 18.2 million 

© Santiago 

O Spanish, Amerindian languages 


Stretching 2,670 miles (4,300 km), this South American 
nation is the world’s longest and thinnest country. 
One side is bordered by the Andes Mountains, and 
the other is the Pacific Ocean, where Easter Island 
lies some 2,290 miles (3,680 km) away. 


= Argentina 


S The sun represents the May 

= Revolution of 1810 when Argentina 
E became independent from Spain. 
< 

= : : 

5 Lionel Messi 

a Argentina is passionate 


about soccer. The 


ye 


Ceibo flowers 
The ceibo tree grows 
A across the country, and 
its vibrant red flowers 


» 3 have been a national 
* San Miguel de Tucumán 


captain of the national S | V c symbol since 1942. 
soccer team, Messi, “Santiago del Estero — n 
has won the Ballon ) or 
$; " o A 2 
d Or—the highest q* Posadás e "m E 
prize in the sport— ( f -- f EU a5 
a record-breaking e Mendoza , j / * Córdoba BRA 
six times. | Santa Fe 
AC dia* 
e San Rafael Rosáric 2 oncordi E 
> 5 S ] 
s pas k J È Argentine tango 
< $m WW 2 The tango is a dramatic style 
S, A: BUENOS AIRES gi — of Latin dance that began 
- 
1 Uatpats in Buenos Aires in the 19th 
e Neuquén +- ‘ century. It is now popular 
mie ha EU throughout the world 
5. CN e Blanca Mar del Plate TOUS EUW OG: 
a or a, Plata è 
a RN V 
ft 
Aw The capital Buenos 


Raw: ne V 


Bas ogoro 
RAN ia 
{ Gulf of 
© San Jorge 


! Q 
E ART sania N x Perito Moreno glacier 
Qd Grande — v^ ow. The 19-mile (30 km) long 

Empanadas EAS a e Perito Moreno glacier ends 
These popular baked : 4 NUS at the country's largest lake, 
pastries can be made t Río Grande Lago Argentina. 
with a variety of fillings. cay 
In Argentina, beef is me 
a favorite. KENA i 


Drake Passa9° 


Colorful La Boca 
A traditional neighborhood of 
Buenos Aires, La Boca is famous 
Jor its colorful houses, street 
musicians, and bustling 
market stalls. 


Aires lies on the banks 


of the Plate River. 


1,073,518 sq miles 
(2,780,400 sq km) 


(D 45.5 million 
€ Buenos Aires 


O Spanish, Italian, 
Amerindian languages 


Argentina is the second-largest 
country in South America. In the 
center of the country is a vast area of 
grassland called Pampas. To the south 
lies a drier region known as Patagonia. 


Paraguayan harp MAYIN 
First played by traditional D el ra u ad © 
JE | folk musicians in rural areas A EIUS 
| ii AN \ 

y | ofthe country, the harp $ oV 7 

f 9 has become Paraguay's JE g Copio Rap 4 YN . l P 

| national instrument. e * at 0 mss Nanduti lace = 

Cond Fuse ES por . (approximate scale) ^ The Spanish brought to =a 

N NS Mariscal ; &p Paraguay the traditional, 5 

e Estigarribia — ey . handcrafted lace called az 

n" a Nandutí, meaning "spiderweb." S 


Today artisans use it to make 
embroidered clothing in 
Yacaré caiman eye-catching colors. 
Rivers and swamps are home to this 
caiman. It was once heavily hunted 


but is now a protected species. 


Cerro Tres 
Kandu 
842m 
(2,762 ft) 
Encarnación di 


157,047 sq miles 
(406,752 sq km) 


(D 7.2 million 


Forests, hills, grasslands, 
and swamps are found across 
Paraguay, which is landlocked 


© Asunción 


Q Guarani, Spanish, 
German 


by three countries. The nation’s 
exports include crops such as 
cotton, coffee, and oilseeds. 


Hardy herders 

Since the 18th century, horsemen called 
gauchos have herded cattle and sheep 
across the grassy plains of Uruguay. 


0 50 miles 
(approximate scale) 


Mate is traditionally 
drunk through a metal 
straw with a filter to 
keep out leaves. 


on the continent, Uruguay has 
a beautiful coastline and 
fertile grasslands. Half of the 
population live in the capital 
city of Montevideo. 


Herbal brew 

The national 

beverage of southern 

South America is mate, 

an herbal drink made 

from the dried leaves of 
the yerba mate tree. 


Uruguay 


Morr-T 

aldonado rw 
oc* 

ATLANTIC 


The blue and white 


stripes symbolize the nine original 


" ^ regional departments of Uruguay 


Sea lion colony 
One of South America's 


is found in Cabo Polonio 
National Park on 
Uruguay eastern coast. 


68,036 sq miles 
(176,215 sq km) 


Q 3.4 million 
© Montevideo 
Q Spanish 
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P Africa (approximate scale 


SEYCHELLES . 
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MAURITIUS 

[] 

O a% 
O Réunion 


(to France) 


ESWATINI 
(formerly Swaziland) 


Good Hope 


Strait of 
Gibraltar 


Toubkal : } i 
oubKai T ! " " | A 
Orocco I. cline ene 
| "MUN di veg MEME 
© The red on the flag stands C D i io : 
= for strength and bravery. A N T | _ e Laayoune 
- TL ..—. * Boujdour a er ee 
A Ad Dakhla 3 A — 0 200 k 
gem zx of “M YLGERIA — i 
: estern . ~“ M 7 
saad —~ 0 200 miles 
Lagoura |. Sahara ON : 
i cis (disputed territory - (approximate scale) 
administered by 
MO v The Atlas Mountains span 1,600 miles 
^; NW (2,500 km) from Morocco across 
AURIT P Algeria to Tunisia. 


ys 


Valley of roses à 
The M goun Valley in iey 
the Atlas Mountains is 


home to the wild roses of Morocco 
Up to 4,400 tons of roses are grown here 
every year for the global perfume industry. 


Two tagines 
The special lidded 


clay pot and the 172,414 sq miles Morocco has both a Mediterranean and an 

a Hum oe) Atlantic coast and sandy desert dunes. Its 

dany cooked @ 35.6 million cities are famous for their walled, mazelike 

inside it are both Q Rabat medina quarters, while traditional villages 

called “tagine.” Q Arabic, Tamazight and ski resorts nestle in its high mountains. 
(Berber), French 


919,595 sq miles 
(2,381,740 sq km) 


© 43 million 

€ Algiers 

O Arabic, other 
languages (+4) 


* Algeria = 


0 200 miles 
(approximate scale) 
The crescent moon Tm T ALGIERS Mediterra 

: ij n 
and star is a symbol Mosta] ne .Chle " (LCE) ean Se. 


of the Islamic faith. 
D a — 
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Algeria is the largest country 
in Africa and sits between the 
Mediterranean Sea and 

y; the Sahara Desert. It has vast 
~ deposits of oil and natural 
gas and is among the world's 
biggest producers of dates. 


MO 
<a a ea 
elTindouf — 


| Mouñt Tahat 
3,003 m (9,852 ft) - 
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Martyrs' Memorial 
This massive concrete monument has 
E 1 stood tall over the city of Algiers since 
ets pis f T 1982. It commemorates Algeria’s 
ES independence from France in 1962. 


Desert fox 
The fennec fox lives in the Sahara A 
Desert. This nocturnal hunter uses 
its large, batlike ears to give off body 
40 heat and keep cool in the desert. 


Major mosque 

The center of Muslim worship in the 
capital city of Tunis is the Zitouna Mosque, 
with its 144 ft (44 m) minaret towering over 
the rooftops of the old part of the city. 


= XN © 63,170 sq miles 
: (163,610 sq km) 


@ 11.7 million 


© Tunis 


Q Arabic, French 


Although a small country that is 
largely desert, Tunisia also has rich 
farmland where cereal crops, olive 
trees, and fruits grow in abundance. 
Traditional foods and crafts are sold at 
colorful city markets called souks. 


T e e 
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1,544 m 
(5,065 ft) 
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ai > f beul 
AL G € J TE és Kairouan e ~ „Sousse 
, y aon — * Monastir 
Gi, $y T cae ART : 
Gafsa', SRS El Jem , — Roman mosaic 
Tozeure m, tees. ; - 
Bn Sfaxe Tunisia was part of the 
Chott el r- Roman Empire and is full 
; - ETE MH 
\ Jerid Gabès c Gabès of relics, such as this owl 


mosaic found at El Jem. 
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Popular sport 

Soccer is hugely popular 

0 50 km in Tunisia. The boy wearing the 
striped shirt supports Club Africain, 


50 miles l in Tuni 
(approximate scale) a top league team in 1unis. 
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Tuaregs are Ghat“ e { Libya’s main regions: Fezzan, 

; é i Jalu Cyrenaica, and Tripolitania. 
nomadic people “Idhan * Al Jaghbub. 
who live in the Murzug ota MN Early art 
Sahara Desert. O Se - cream andres Bue odar 
foliia praise, "ONG HERES UL Aeus Mounts 
ncludine thi I À Pieper a "Atay N near the city of Ghat, 
including this camel race 2,286 m due. e m Prehistoric rock art 

(7,500 ft ) £ ~] 2; a 

died ee e 3 Libyan 7 ky features wild animals, 
at the Ghat Festival. ey, Pele add seen 


here, human hunters. 


Libya is dominated by the 
sands of the Sahara Desert. 
Early people created fine rock 
679,362 sq miles art inland some 10,000 years 


(1,759,540 sq km) ago, and ancient Greek and 
Q 6.9 million Roman ruins dot the coast. The 
Q Tripoli country is rich in oil and gas. 


Q Arabic, Tuareg 
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a Sidi Barrani 
i e Marsa Matruh 


z t On the ball 4. Libyan 
Egyptian super striker Mohamed Plateau  Al'Alamayn* 
Salah is a two-time winner of the gitar is 
African Footballer of the Year Of ession 
i Award. He also plays for 


England's Liverpool 
Football Club. 


City of minarets 
Built amid ancient cities, 
Egypt's teeming capital, 
Cairo, is more than 1,000 
years old. Its historic 
center has spectacular 
Islamic architecture, 
showcased in the 
14th-century Sultan 
Hassan Mosque. 
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Sweet fruits 
Dates have been cultivated and 
eaten in Egypt since ancient times. 
More than 15 percent of the world's 
dates are grown here, making Egypt 
one of the top producers. 


eg 


The Libyan Desert is a 


Magnificent treasures mostly rocky expanse covering 
two-thirds of Egypt. 


More than 5,000 years ago, 
a great civilization was 


growing along the banks Sailing on the Nile 

of the Nile River. We know Egypt depends on 
about life in ancient Egypt the Nile River for 
from the extraordinary water for farming. 
discoveries of archaeologists, For thousands of 


such as this well-preserved 
coffin for an elderly woman 
named Nesmutaatneru. 


years, it was also 
the country's main 
transportation 
highway. Today, 
tourists travel on it 
in wooden sailboats 
called feluccas. 


Hieroglyphs are an 
ancient form of writing 
in which pictures and 
symbols represent 
sounds and ideas. 


386,662 sq miles 
(1,001,450 sq km) 


@ 104.1 million 
Q9 Cairo 


Q Arabic, English, 
French, Berber 


Lying in the northeast corner of 
Africa, Egypt is more than 90 percent 
desert. Most Egyptians live in the valley 
of the fertile Nile River. Thousands of 
years ago, Egypt was home to one of 

the world’s first great civilizations. 
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Sea Egyptian acacia 


Alexandria 7 ; : 
(Al Iskandari ah) ^^ Damietta (Dumyat) M ono This flowering tree 
-— * "fis. Port Said ue Delta grows widely in Egypt. 
Te Le it - has nutrient-rich I ‘ent ti th d 
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Great BitterLake y boats and furniture. 
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Lantern displays 

During the Islamic holy 

4 month of Ramadan, 

colorful lanterns 
called fanous are 
put up in homes 
and public places 
across Egypt. 
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Ears Marsa ‘Alam * o Diving in the Red Sea 
Ru : ^ Divers flock to the Red Sea to enjoy 
4 "^ the underwater world of shipwrecks, 
= eee corals, and thriving marine life— 
LJ 


including oceanic whitetip sharks! 
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The largest of the Shipping shortcut 
ACA fro cil eal hay The Suez Canal is a 120-mile 
s ac Ope a ( 193-km) waterway that connects 
the Mediterranean Sea to the Red 

Sea. Built by the French in the 
1860s to allow a direct route 
between Europe and Asia, 


it is now owned 
N by Egypt. 


Mysterious tombs 
One of the Seven Wonders of g 
the World, the Pyramids of Giza in a 
Cairo are more than 4,500 years — 4 
old. They were built as giant 
tombs for ancient Egyptian 
pharaohs (rulers). 


Geography: Egypt consists of Culture: Everyday life is largely Wildlife: Jackals, fennec 
vast swaths of desert, green S centered on the family and foxes, and scorpions are desert 
river valleys, mountains, and Red Muslim traditions. Egypt also has dwellers. Vipers and cobras are 
Sea and Mediterranean coastline. a thriving media and arts scene. sometimes seen in the Nile Valley. 
History: Egypt's ancient Natural wonders: The Nile is Food and drink: Egyptian cuisine 
civilization lasted for around the world's longest river—it blends spices, lentils, and rice to 
3,000 years. From the mid-600s, flows over a distance of more than make a variety of dishes often served 
Egypt was ruled by Muslim Arabs. 4,100 miles (6,600 km). with minced or grilled lamb. 
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B Mali 


4 Dogon dama 

& The Dogon people of Mali create 
elaborate masks and costumes 
, for the dama dance ceremony, 
& which is held to honor 
deceased village elders. 


An ancient 
Arabic manuscript 
on astronomy 
from Timbuktu 


@ 19.6 million 
Q9 Bamako 


478,841 sq miles 
(1,240,192 sq km) 


© Bambara, Fulani, 
other languages (+3) 


Striking, geometric designs 
often decorate bògòlanfini. 
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Precious manuscripts 
Timbuktu is home to scholarly 
manuscripts—on subjects such as 
medicine, art, and religion—that 
date back to the 13th century. 
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Patterned textiles 


Bogolanfini is a traditional Malian handwoven 
cotton fabric. Its bold, colored patterns are 
created with natural dyes made 
1 from river mud and local plants. 
wee BP 
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Great Mosque of Djenné 

The towering mosque at Djenné 
creates a spectacular backdrop to 
a weekly market where traders sell 


The Great Mosque was 
constructed in 1907 
using mud bricks. 


244242222 


Between dry desert and tropical 
savannah, Mali is a large, flat 

country. The Niger River, which 
runs through it, is used for fishing, 
transportation, and trade. Mali's 
main exports are gold and cotton. 
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food, fuel, and household goods. 


The Grand Mosque 


is a landmark of 
Nouakchott city. 


Kediet ej Jill 
Thriving metropolis 

Just a coastal village in 1960, Nouakchott has 
expanded rapidly to become the nation’s main city, 
with wide boulevards and impressive buildings. 
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397,955 sq miles 
(1,030,700 sq km) 


Q 4 million 
€ Nouakchott 


Q Arabic, other 
languages (+3) 


Peanut pyramids 


Peanuts are a major crop in 
Niger. Sacks of peanuts are piled 


high to make pyramids, as 
symbols of prosperity. 


Dominated by the Sahara 
Desert, Mauritania is a hot, 
arid country on the Atlantic 
coastline of western Africa. 
Many people in this vast nation 
are farmers or herders. Fishing, 
mining, and oil production 
are key industries. 
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pen Tilt s" 7 Desert rock 

aie A singer, poet, and musician, 

Noura Mint Seymali performs 
Mauritanian folk music 


blended with modern rock. 
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(approximate scale) 


The ardin is a type 
of Mauritian harp. 


LL — — These pyramids were built in the village of 
Malbaza. Popular with visitors, peanut 
pyramid-building is being revived. 
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489,191 sq miles 
(1,267,000 sq km) 


QD 22.8 million 
€3 Niamey 


Q Hausa, Djerma, 
other languages (+4) 
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This Saharan nation is named 
after the Niger River, which 
passes through its capital 

city, Niamey. In rural areas, 
nomads herd and trade 
cattle, sheep, goats, and 
camels. They live off and sell 
milk, meat, and hides. 
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AR C 
Prehistoric paintings |.” 
\ ( h a d Ancient rock art, including ©, 
^ hundreds of drawings of %& 


4 
ie hg camels and cattle, is found 
ite in the Tibesti Mountains. 
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S Chad eAti — ^Abéché 
E M m 
'DJAMÉNA SA ^99 A 


o ; Aas cag High-level racing 
SS ze BD. The Toubou herders Œ 
o - v s e of the Tibesti Mountains | 
É E wie SH compete in camel races to 
ec find the most skilled riders. g 
Ennedi Massif — 
cT 495,755 sq miles Chad is located at the heart of 
sculpted dramatic rock (1,284,000 sq km) north Africa, surrounded by six 
formations in this sandstone @ 16.9 million other nations. The Sahara Desert 
plateau in northeast Chad. Q N'Djaména lies in the north of the country. 
Q French, Sara, Most people live in the tropical 
Arabic, Maba south, where they farm the land. 


Prickly pear 
Despite its prickly exterior, 
this cactus plant grown 
in Eritrea has sweet 
orange or red fruit 
that can be eaten raw 


Holiday islands 
Many small islands make up 
the beautiful Dahlak Archipelago 


c OPIA off the coast of Eritrea. Tourist 
N boats and scuba divers visit the 
45,406 sq miles Se clear waters and coral reefs. 
(117,600 sq km) T 0 _ 100 miles 
(approximate scale) DJIBOUTI 


@ 6 million 
€ Asmara 


Q Tigrinya, English, 
other languages (+8) 


Two-towered landmark 
Sitting on a hill in the capital, Asmara, 

is the colorful Enda Mariam Cathedral. 
Christianity and Islam are the two major 
religions practiced in Eritrea. 


A mountainous country situated 

on the Red Sea in northeastern 
Africa, Eritrea takes its name from the 
Greek for “Red Sea.” Eritrea gained 
independence from Ethiopia in 1993, 


though conflict continued until 2018. 
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Jabal al 'Uwaynat 
1,934m (6,345 ft) 


9 Dancing dervishes N ST ^ E M PT eee 
s i ý P i 
V^ Islam is the largest Ee. Was: "Ss W 0 250 miles 
religion in Sudan. ge £^ M Desert ? ©» (approximate scale) 
e uw 
; Dongola » f 
Every Friday at Omdurman, El'Atrun goia è or >, 
near Khartoum, Muslim mystics 3i Merowe *'. Xa 
called dervishes come together E a hele 
to chant and dance. Fai # e" s Omdurman | ee 
| El Genina ^ KHARTOUM & < 
i ' NI "e El Fasher at as EC Walls of sand 
718,723 sq miles Ms En Nuhud , e Huge dust storms called 
(1,861,484 sq km) Syal "Nn. am haboobs often sweep 
“We * dam M at E 
@ 45.6 million EiMuglad ^ "e c © through Sudan. Sand carried 
Q9 Khartoum Nat ' E y from the Sahara Desert blows 
a’ 


© Arabic, Nubian across the land at high speed. 


Beja, Fur, English 


SOUTH SUDAN 


Sudan has had an unsettled past, and 
in 2011 it split into two nations. Its 
population is diverse, with many 
different ethnic groups. Sudan’s capital, 
Khartoum, is the meeting point of the 
Blue Nile and White Nile rivers. 


Sudanese cuisine 


Farmers grow a variety of grains, 
including corn, sorghum, and millet. O ut u a n x 
These are used in 


0 200 km 


popular local dishes. 


Boma National Park 
Among Africa's largest 
E national parks, Boma 
E provides a grassland | 
A habitat for antelope, 
la) 
T 


0 200 miles 
approximate scale) 


elephants, giraffes, 
and lions. 


Longhorn cattle are 
highly valued. 


P, et 
Kisra is a faoa KA ^eNimule < 
made from sorghum UGANDA 
and wheat flour. 


Cattle keepers 

The Dinka people in South 
Sudan lead a traditional 
herding life. 


After a long civil war, 
South Sudan voted to 
become independent 
from Sudan in 2011. The 


@ 248,777 sq miles country has a more 
(644,329 sq km) African feel than largely 

@ 10.6 million Arab Sudan. Its grassy 

Q Juba plains and swamps are 


Q Arabic, Dinka, other havens for wildlife. 
languages (+6) 
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Pastoral people 
The Mursi people 
live as nomads 
in the Omo River 
valley. They raise 
cattle for meat 
and milk. 


426,373 sq miles 
(1,104,300 sq km) 


© 108 million 

Q9 Addis Ababa 

O Amharic, Tigrinya, 
other languages (+5) 


Bubbling hot spot 

A sizzling temperature of 

49°C (120°F) is not unheard of 

in the low-lying Danakil Depression. 
It has volcanic rocks, a lava lake, 
and hot green ponds, such as 
Dallol, that are highly acidic. 
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Gelada 


«Wy The Ethiopian 
» Gulfof 
Ma Aden 
home of grass-eating 
gelada baboons. 
ORC/Dswa Males display a red, 
heart-shaped patch 
on their chest to 
o attract a mate. 
25 a 
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Addis Ababa, meaning 
“new flower,” is located in 


African Union headquarters the heart of Ethiopia. 


The African Union, an organization that 
44 promotes cooperation on the continent, 


| has its headquarters in Addis Ababa. 


Ethiopia is a country in the 
Horn of Africa, dramatically 
split by the Great Rift Valley 
in the Afar region. One of the 
oldest cultures in the world, 
it is the only part of Africa 
that was never colonized. 
Ethiopia is where the coffee 
plant came from, and coffee is 
grown in its mountainous 
highlands. It is the country's 
main export. 


Mesob baskets 
Women weave these 
flat-bottomed baskets 
in brightly colored 
patterns. The lidded 

baskets are used to 
store food and as 
tables to eat off 


Saline lake eo [7 

Salt slabs are extracted from D | b O ut | * 

Lake Assal, the world's largest 

salt reserve. At 508 fi (155 m) 

below sea level, it is the lowest Whale sharks 

point in Africa. Djibouti's coral 

reefs are the habitat 

of whale sharks. 

We s Gulfof Scuba diving with 

128" the huge, harmless 
Obock sharks is a popular 
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The small country of Djibouti 
has a wild landscape of coral 
reefs, volcanoes, and salt 
lakes. Most of the population 
lives in the nation's coastal 


8,958 sq miles 


(23,200 sq km) capital, Djibouti. This 
! @ 921,800 growing port city is located 
Q Djibouti on one of the world’s busiest 
O Somali, Afar, shipping routes. 


French, Arabic 


Trading port 


Somalia's capital e 
Mogadishu is a port O m rs | | a 


city on the Indian E 
Ocean. It is one of E vuv diein Caluula 
M Africa's most densely C sg , DA pp T 
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p 
246,200 sq miles N (9 zÀ dEC. snp Wooden headrest 
(637,657 sq km) gl “ p. Nebitusa Somali nomads use headrests 
@ 11.8 million MESS eg for sleeping. These are carved 
@ Mogadishu y C DAS out of wood and painted with 
KIC LI * intri ; 
O Somali, Arabic, <x p e Baydhabo / S priricaie eet 
English, Italian z | af MOGADISHU */?"her 
© | & D m SN d Traditional dance 
. Bu'aale, ] jt 
Somalia runs along the eastern coast p "d S "e 2 ie zu 
of the Horn of Africa. The landscape P ud NEA en 5 
is hot and dry. Some believe this p maayo groups of Somalis. 
country was once the fabled Land Wur caste 


of Punt, an ancient kingdom where 
goods such as gold, myrrh, and 
frankincense were traded. 
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African 
Renaissance Monument 
This huge 160-ft (49-m) 

tall monument was erected 
in 2010 to mark the 50th 
anniversary of Senegal's 
independence from France. 


Senegal 


Aà Fighting climate change 
As part of the Great Green l 
à Wall project to restore fertility 
to Africa's dry Sahel region, 
Senegal has planted 
11.4 million trees in its 


northern half. AB 
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Y. à Spicy stew 


À The traditional mafé stew 
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mixes tomatoes, peppers, 

and peanuts with beef 
or lamb to create its 
distinctive spicy flavor. 


Lying far off the coast of 
northwestern Africa, Cape 

(or Cabo) Verde is made up of 
10 islands and many smaller 
islets. Its landscape features 
forested hillsides, beaches, 
and active volcanoes. It is 
also famous for its unique 
music, known as morna. 
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Cape Verde 
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To Boa Vista 
Pico do Fogo Sa, " Sal "d Mindelo 
At 9,281 ft (2,829 m) ATLANTIC oat o The port city 
; i OCEAN : : 
tall, Pico do Fogo is the d'o Syme en to of Mindelo is 
highest peak in Cape Verde. TELE n Maio surrounded by 
This active volcano last EC Tarrafal$. — vitada Maio dramatic mountains. 
erupted in 2015. Nova Mr" LU T AIA '* It is known for its deep 

Brava i ! 

PORTE. do Fogo natural harbor, fine beach, 
2,829 m (9,281 ft) and colorful carnivals. 


Praia, the largest city, is 
located on Santiago Island. 


1,557 sq miles 
(4,033 sq km) 


© 583,000 


Q Praia 


© Portuguese Creole, 
Portuguese 
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Young Jola drummers 
The Jola people of southern 
Senegal play traditional drums 
called bougarabou at local 
ceremonies and celebrations. 


Pink lake 


Ballou e Lake Retba, near Dakar, gets its 
pink color from algae that thrive on 
Kidirae — (he high salt levels in its water. Salt 
crystals pile up on its shores. 


80 miles 
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75,955 sq miles Senegal has grassy savannas in its arid 


— (195,722 84 kn) north and lush rain forests in the south. 
CUTER @ 15.7 million Mainland Africa’s westernmost point is 
© Dakar near the capital, Dakar. Music, dance, 


Q Wolof, Pulaar, other | and wrestling reflect its rich heritage. 
languages (+6) 


Abyssinian rollers 


the thrilling midair rolls performed by 
males to attract females. 


- SENEGA 
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Gambia, traditional wrestling 
is a huge sport as well as 
a cultural event. 


SENEGAL 


0 40 km 


0 40 miles 
(approximate scale) 


Stone Circles of Senegambia 
Stone circles dating back to the 
3rd century BCE are spread across 
the Gambia River region. 


A long, narrow country that 

follows the Gambia River, 

the Gambia is enclosed by 

4,363 sq miles Senegal. The riverbanks 

(11,300 sq km) are home to hundreds of 

Q 2.2 million different bird species and 

© Banjul it has beautiful beaches 

© Mandinka, other | along its tiny Atlantic coast. 
languages (+5) 


Forests and savannas are home to e 
roller birds. They take their name from e ^ | m | a gisga 
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-—— Sierra Leone 


x Big butterfly 
‘= Found in the Sierra 
T 
Leonean forests, 
the African giant Star o 
swallowtail has a wingspan 


ofup to 9 in (23 cm). nea 


Support for survivors 
In 1991-2002, a civil war 
ravaged Sierra Leone. 
A young girl who suffered 
but survived, Mariatu 
Kamara set up a 
foundation in 
2009 to support 
fellow victims. 
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Women 
processing garri 
in a factory. 


Making garri 
A staple food of Sierra Leone is cassava root 
ground into a type of flour called garri, which 
is used in many different ways in cooking. 


Sierra Leone, the “Lion Mountains,” 
takes its name from the dramatic range 
behind the capital, Freetown. It has some 
of West Africa’s highest peaks and 
stunning beaches. The biggest industries 
are farming and mining. 


Discovered in a mine 


this huge diamond 
weighed 969 carats. 
It is the fourth-largest 
gem-quality diamond 
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Elaborate hairstyle 


Stone sculpture 
Sierra Leone is rich in 
masks and other forms 
of traditional art. This 

carved stone head is 
thought to date from 
the 15th century. 


27,699 sq miles 
(71,740 sq km) 


@ 6.6 million 
Q9 Freetown 


Q Mende, Temne, 
Krio, English 


Cashews 

The major export 
of Guinea-Bissau is 
cashew nuts, the seeds 
of the cashew tree. 


The 88 islands of Bijagos 
Archipelago, home to 
a rich wildlife, form a 
protected nature reserve. 


upon, 


ATLANTIC 


hippopotamus 


13,948 sq miles 
(36,125 sq km) 


Q 1.9 million 
© Bissau 


Q Portuguese Creole, 
Balante, other 
languages (+3) 
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SIERRA LEONE 
100 km 


J T 
0 100 miles 
(approximate scale) 


Gold deposits 
The many gold mines 
in northeast Guinea, near 
Siguiri, produce about 16.5 tons 
(15 metric tons) of gold every year. 


\ Cache 


Arquipelago 
OCEAN ety » 


f j^ mii 
Saltwater Mi 


On the island of Bubaque in the 
Bijagós archipelago, saltwater 

hippopotamuses keep cool by , 
= : : wading in the sea and swamps. 
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Niger _e Kouroussa in the trees of Guinea’s 
ee eh ; . ; 
mx à e Kankan forests, this agile snake is shy but 
i è Faranah moves fast, and its venom is deadly. 
© Forécariah ,Tokounou . 
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Bissau 

A busy port in the vast Geba 
River estuary, Bissau was 
founded in 1687. The statue 
in front of the presidential 
palace is dedicated to heroes 
of the independence. 


Most of this small West African nation 
is a low-lying flood plain, with 
tides reaching far inland. Its estuary 
landscape is lush with mangroves 
and national parks. Half of the 
population lives along the coast. 
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Western green mamba 
5 < Spending most of its time 
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94,926 sq miles 
(245,857 sq km) 


@ 12.5 million 
Q9 Conakry 


Q Pulaar, Malinké, 
Soussou, French 
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Mount Nimba 


1,752 m (5,748 ft) Guinea’s landscape ranges from inland 


savanna to coastal mangroves, and 
22 rivers have their sources in its 
mountains. It is rich in bauxite (a 
source of aluminum) and gold, but 
most people are vegetable farmers. 


Conakry 

On a long, narrow 
peninsula, the capital, 
Conakry, has a large 
cargo port as well as a 
smaller harbor full of 
colorful fishing boats. 
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p Ivory Coast 


100 km 3 
, Soccer legend MALI i 
h . 
— Twice African Footballer a i mF i ponies M 
of the Year, the nation's engrél ae, “ ur inte dae 
J ass la 
top goal scorer is Didier ue Odienné 3 n" 


Drogba. He has used his "V. Es = Boundiali fortes : A. 
international profile to Nimba © $ , Bouna* ; 


i™ » 
highlight critical issues (7248) “Toupe - Katiola 
in Ivory Coast and the ue | Lacde z> * 4 Bondouqu. 
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& NASI m osx B. Basilica of Our Lady of Peace 


A e .Divo * A MP ; : 
Z P^ 4 ls Bessie’, a idan’, 4 E. Built in the 1980s in the capital of 
San-Pédro, . "e T eS 35 s Yamoussoukro, this huge Catholic 
: l E basilica is topped by a dome 
TL ANTIC OCEAN B that is 489 ft (149 m) tall. 


This West African nation (also known 
as Cóte d'Ivoire) is one of the world's 
biggest cocoa exporters. Farming, fishing, 
and tourism are the main industries, thanks to vast 
areas of flat grassland and long, sandy beaches. 


124,504 sq miles 
(322,463 sq km) 


QD 27.5 million 
Q9 Yamoussoukro 


© Akan, French, Krou, 
Voltaique 


Er e M Mount Wuteve 
i e r | 1,440 m (4,724 ft) 
ES N = 
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Making fufu 0 50 miles s \ $ [S 
Fufu is popular in Liberian, (approximate scale) " € E 
and West African, "ou 2 1 
cuisine. Served with E i = sa 4 Ganta 
stew, it is made qum e Tubmanburg _ ear aa Gbarnga 
à f oe 
from cassava roots, — | : ; Bong Town | Be OF 
carefully prepared = MC Bréwerville 7.5 
to form a white, MONROVIA rs 
sticky mash. Y * Harbel: , 4». 7 ^ e 
Marshall xc AY ; 
Edinae® Hartford 
y * Buchanan I — 
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ii $ River Cess 
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Coastal capital Special spoon o "8 
s io soaked cassava On the Atlantic coast, Monrovia is Ceremonial wakemia e ES 
through a sieve is a step in : d : s 
aue ph the mary ways te Liberia's capital and largest city ladles have been 7 


and also a major port. One-third 
of the total population lives here. 


make fufu. handcrafted for centuries. 


Carved out of wood in 
ornate designs, they 
are made to reward 
individual generosity. 


Tour du Faso 


Burkina Faso has played host to this 10-day 
bicycle race since 1987. Covering about 

800 miles (1,300 km), it is the African stage 
of an international cycling competition. 


105,869 sq miles 
(274,200 sq km) 


QD 20.8 million 
© Ouagadougou 


Q Mossi, other 
languages (+5) 


Joseph 

Jenkins Roberts 
Arriving in Liberia in 
1829, this African 
American merchant 
became the country's 


3 rst president 
Jess first p 
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_— Woodland kingfisher 
- ^ This species of kingfisher 


Burkina Faso 
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Many villages in Burkina 
Faso feature traditional 
granaries. They are built on 
circular wooden bases and 
have straw-topped roofs. 
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Mount Tenakourou 
747 m (2,451 ft) 


Flat and surrounded by six 
countries, Burkina Faso 

is a farming nation. Its 
landscape is dominated by 
savanna and most people 
live on the central plateau. 
Its large, biannual arts and 
crafts fair attracts artists 
from many African countries. 


Surfing 

A growing community of 
surfers ride the waves off 
Robertsport, a coastal town 
considered among the best 
surf spots in Africa. 


is recognized by its blue 

feathers, bright beak, 
and fast flight through 
the forests of Liberia. 


43,000 sq miles 
(111,369 sq km) 


@ 5.1 million 
€ Monrovia 


© Kpelle, Vai, Bassa, 
other languages (+6) 


Getting its name ("freedom") when it was 
settled by African Americans freed from 
slavery, Liberia has been independent since 
1848. It elected the first female president 
in Africa, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf (2006-2017). 
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Kente cloth 
. Garments made from BURKINA ENGA 
©, brightly colored / Bore 


historic royalty, is played 


Abeiku Jackson 
In 2016, teenage swimmer Abeiku 


kente cloth woven in. ( Bawkue . Jackson competed in the 50 m freestyle 
distinctive pate 4 Bolgatanga * airs event, becoming one of the first two 
were originally N . Wa = _, Ghanaian Olympic swimmers. 
i worn only ¢ s 2 
by kings. , e AM O Ritual masks 
(se Bole on TETUUE Elaborate carved 
3 A ; m masks, such as this 
DI MPO e, e Binjai Jace mask made 
: , "A ^ . 
Ceremonial drums A A x by the Ashanti 
A set of oversized fontomfrom _? 9 # i p people, are worn 
drums, symbolic of Ghana's sal Sawaba? kei to represent the 


92,098 sq miles 
(238,533 sq km) 


© 29.3 million 
@ Accra 


QO Twi, Fante, Ewe, Ga, 
other languages (+4) 


at state ceremonies. 


QO ' e 
É Berekum ES 
SS . 
Q- * e 


spirits of ancestors 
in ritual dances. 


-. Sunyani pæ EO 
A E^ -. 
) d ose [ 
eit a , dde? o € Mount Afadja 
E „ Kumasi e TE AI 885 m (2,904 ft) 
1 be Rkawka 
3 — Obuasi:e o ‘f 
Pee o> 7 
75 Enchi Ay. Kofüridi 
vat: y" 5 
T = 7^. Asamankese s 
sececci y " Cp 0 50 km 
> = f. 4 Winneba, = 
$ p 
É ape Coast | 1 x| 0 50 mile 
he 2 er LA N (approximate scale) 
7 AT ^ wA N 
ocE 


The modern nation of Ghana in 
West Africa is named after a great 
medieval trading empire that 
existed in the region until the 

13th century. Today, it is one of 
the fastest-growing economies 
in Africa, thanks to cocoa, gold, 
wood, and oil. 


Coffin art 
Coffin-making has become 
an art form, with unique 
designs—this one a bird. 


Labadi Beach 

The busiest beach in Ghana is close to the 
capital city of Accra. Locals flock to Labadi 
for the spectacular sea and sunshine. 
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West African tree viper i f 
: Kabye P. 
Green, scaly skin camouflages T OPlateaiegy 
; ; e T meKara 
this venomous snake in the leafy > Bassar 
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undergrowth of Togo s forests. z ong Tthamba 
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Gulf of Guinea 
Teaching science 
The MoLab project is a 
mobile laboratory in 
Togo designed to help 
children learn about 
science and technology 
via activities and 
experiments. 


21,925 sq miles 
(56,785 sq km) 


(D 8.6 million 
Q9 Lomé 


O Ewe, Kabye, 
Gurma, French 


Fon silverwork NS 
During the 18th and ou p: 
19th centuries, the , / 

Fon people of Benin s PE Kor? 

shaped silver into f 

exquisite objects, 

such as this buffalo. 


Mont Sokbaro 
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—— 
0 50 miles [e 
(approximate scale) op 
Q 
The port city of Porto-Novo is located 
on the banks of the Yewa River. 


Angélique Kidjo Ab 
This celebrated Beninese singer is 4 3 
popular throughout Africa and Lokossag e Sakété 

has won three Grammy Awards Ouidah e 1 PORTO- 


T 
coroNoU NOVO 
for her musical talent. Bight of Benin 


pes 


43,484 sq miles 
(112,622 sq km) 


@ 12.9 million 
Q9 Porto-Novo 


Q Fon, Bariba, other 
languages (+5) 


.- 
Malanville 


is held at Cotonou. On 
sale is an eclectic mix of 


Togo E 


Takienta houses 

In the Koutammakou region, the 
Batammariba people build 

thatched tower houses. £ 


euyy 
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On Africa’s west coast, Togo is a narrow 
country with a short coastal strip. Sandy 
beaches dominate the coastline against a 
backdrop of rolling hillsides. The capital, 
Lomé, is a thriving coastal city. 


A 
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Dantokpa market 
The biggest open-air 
market in West Africa 


goods, from wood 
carving to fruit. 


Mountains, forests, and beaches 

make up the varied landscape of Benin. 
Historically, this African nation was known 
for master craftspeople who excelled 

at shaping wood, ivory, and silver. 
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Benin bronzes 

The historic Kingdom of Benin, in what is now 
Nigeria, was known for its skilled metalworkers. 
More than 1,000 bronze plaques and sculptures 
once decorated the royal palace in Benin City. 


Four-horned chameleon b 
Native to Nigeria and neighboring Cameroon, this 
chameleon can be recognized by the four prominent 
horns on its snout. Its striking green skin allows it 
to effortlessly blend in with forest foliage. 
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| * Birnin Kebbi fo, ps 
Made from an alloy of f Sus 
brass and bronze, this 
ornate plaque depicts N e 
the oba, or king, with Y Koko 
his attendants. = ( / Zaria 
EX e Yelwa ? 
Digital media = "7. M 
Nigeria has hundreds of newspapers, TV & pe Kaige E Kontadora] eKaduna  ; 
networks, and radio stations, but new media, & j 5 g 
accessed via laptops and cell phones, are taking j : 4 f i 
over, especially in the cities. | ° Minna c 
e Jebba} > / N— E a 
L /-® Ri * 4 , 
Abuja is the purpose- ENG ; M3" Bida ‘a ABUJA ^ 
built capital city in the INS llorine® y5 z ® Keffi 
center of Nigeria. ) p QA 
Iseyin_ /. e Ogbomosho ~ : » pr 
e3 . Oyo l : P pL 1 Lafia 
eko b E e Oshogbo 
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M O L3 
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T eet equ / 5 Nikk 
T" Benin City — | | El 
Bight Of Bo Q A a |». Enugu 
. Sapele Onitshaje © Awka zi 
Hakeem Olajuwon Nollywood E ABRE 
Nigerian-born basketball — ^ Nicknamed “Nollywood,” f Ortu " 
star Hakeem Olajuwon the prolific Nigerian Dues mese 
played in the US National movie industry produces 
Basketball Association (NBA) more than 1,500 movies rt : e Uyo 
from 1984 to 2002 and secured his every year, including E Ca abar 
place in the prestigious Naismith the 2018 drama eH Opobo 
Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame. A Lionheart. " » 
€. » or ATLANTIC 
ea OCEAN 
ee 
», 
Nigeria has the largest population and richest 
© 356,669 sq ca economy of any African nation. The country’s oil 
(923,768 sq km) industry, centered around Port Harcourt in the Niger 
@ 214 million Delta, contributes to its wealth. Half of the population 
© Abuja live in urban areas. Lagos, Africa’s biggest city, sits 
Q Hausa, Yoruba, on the coast, while the smaller capital, Abuja, was built 
English; Iho inland in the 1980s. 
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Megacity 


Known for business, industry, and shipping, Lagos is also a vibrant 
cultural hub with many universities. Set around a lagoon, it sprawls 


across several islands and has two enormous cargo ports. 
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Nigerian beats 

From the legendary Fela Kuti 
to today's Afrobeats stars, such 
as Burna Boy (right), Nigerian 
music is big worldwide. 


Geography: Nigeria's varied 
mix of landscapes range from 


History: Ancient African 
empires were established 


here thousands of years ago. Nigeria Caves, tumbling waterfalls, the Ikogosi 
gained independence in 1960. Springs, and wildlife parks. 


e 
drier savanna to tropical forests languages, keep traditional culture 
and swampy river deltas. alive. Art, literature, and music thrive. 


Jollof rice 

Traditional West African 
jollof rice is a tasty one-pot 
dish made of cooked meat, 

rice, tomatoes, onions, peppers, 

and spices. Jollof is ofien sold 
by vendors in marketplaces. 


y . 
as B 
o Palm oil 
C Oil extracted from the fruit of 
Ngala 


the African oil palm tree is used 
for cooking in many parts of Africa. a 
Nigeria ranks among the world’s 

largest palm oil producers. 


Horses, along with 
their riders, are dressed 
in regal decorations as 
they parade through 
the streets. 


Durbar 
festival 
Celebrated in 
northern Nigerian 
cities such as Kano, this 
annual Islamic festival 
marks the end of the holy 
month of Ramadan and 
is known for its colorful 
parades of horse riders. 


Culture: More than 250 ethnic 
groups, speaking hundreds of 


Natural wonders: These include 
the vast Niger River, Ogbunike 
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Equatorial Guinea 


A silk-cotton tree is 
featured on the 
national flag. 


Pico Basilé >. « 
(8799). am MALABO G 0  Sokm 
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Africa 


CAMEROON 


Social baboon 

The world’s largest 
baboon species, 
mandrills live in big 
hordes in the rain forests 
of this region, foraging 
Jor fruit and insects 
on the ground. 


N 


t£. Five islands and the mainland 
territory of Río Muni make up 
Equatorial Guinea. An oil boom has 
. fueled the building of a new capital, 
I... Ciudad de la Paz, in the rain forest. 


xx» Sao Tomé 
and Príncipe 
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I Jove António 
0 50 miles "aida 
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Pico de São Tomé Guinea 


2,024 m (6,640 ft) 


_ Neves ele, SAO TOME 
São Tom ibeira 


Porto Alegre® Afonso 


Pico Cáo Grande 


The needle-shaped 

Pico Cáo Grande, 372 sq miles 
meaning "Great Dog (964 sq km) 

Peak," is a landmark © 211,000 

on São Tomé Island. Dk] Sáo Tomé 

This towering volcanic 

rock stands 1,266 ft o Ee. Creole, 


60 (386 m) tall. 


Chocolate islands 

Chocolate makers have set up 

cooperatives to grow cocoa on 

the islands, feeding 

a global appetite for 
high-quality, fairly 
traded chocolate. 


On the volcano’s edge 

The port city of Malabo, built on 
the rim of a volcano on Bioko 
Island, exports cocoa, wood, and 
coffee from its deep harbor. 


Africa Cup qualifier 
Soccer is a popular sport 
in Equatorial Guinea. 
The national soccer 
team has twice 
^. qualified for the 
A Africa Cup of 
Nations. 


10,831 sq miles 
(28,051 sq km) 


(D 836,000 
€ Malabo 


Q Spanish, Fang, 
Bubi, French 


The two mountainous islands 
of Sáo Tomé and Príncipe and 
their islets lie off the west coast 
of Africa. Their jungled slopes 
throng with endemic birds, 
such as the giant sunbird, and 
tree frogs. Sáo Tomé, the bigger 
island, is home to the capital. 


— Cameroon 


This local instrument, known as 

a sekere, produces a sound Lake Chad Goliath frog 

similar to a rattle. Kousséri Native to Cameroon 
v 
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N cia and Equatorial Guinea, the 
S 65 3 I world's largest frog can reach 
© € Garoua a length of 3 ft (1 m). 
N P. —. " 
Ekom-Nkam y lamawa Highland iz 
Waterfall . ee SS 
Cameroon 1 Ngaoundéré ~ 
M070 m $ Bamenda Meiaan Z 
m (13,353 ft PXS Bafoussam 2^ za N 
Ekom-Nkam waterfalls BUDE voc x Jie Br 
The twin Waterfalls of PCR AMO ES E Za 
Ekom-Nkam cascade 260 ft oe, T -. YAOUNDÉ E a 
(80 m) down in the heart of v ^^" Ebolowa ~ a 
Cameroon's lush rain forest i 7s FQUATORAL GABON ^ Moloundou o 200km 
near Nkongsamba. S: i armies 
a cO (approximate scale) 
183,568 sq miles Cameroon’s varied landscapes include 
(475,440 sq km) volcanic mountains, tropical rain forests, 
© 27.8 million and desert. Called the “hinge” of Africa for 
€3 Yaoundé its location between West and Central Africa, 
© Bamileke, Fang, the country is home to a diverse culture. 
other languages (+3) 


Guardian figures 

The Kota people of Gabon crafted ornate 
guardian figures, known as mbulu-ngulus, 
to watch over their ancestral remains. 


N Mont-Bouét market 
CAMEROON The huge Mont-Bouét 
. t 
NT. — "ropa market in Libreville 
a A Oyen M. [ 510 ft) sells everything from 
X M M s pine e Mékambo fruit and vegetables 
y : 2s: to fabric printed in 
3 traditional styles. 
- Trower o 
o (19. Franceville . PMI 
S IE AU © Protecting wildlife 
N ` E The Loango National Park south 
: ; > 0 100km : ; 
This figure’s — of Omboué provides sanctuary 
legs are coated C o 0 —  100miles to many animals, including the 
in brass. à (approximatesçale) African slender-snouted crocodile. 
103,346 sq miles A forested country on the 
(267,667 sq km) west coast of Africa, Gabon 
Q 2.2 million is committed to preserving the 
Q Libreville natural environment. One-tenth | 
Q Fang, French, of the land is protected 
Punu, Sira, Nzebi, for its flora and fauna. 
Mpongwe 


e Central African Republic 


Manovo-Gounda 
S St. Floris National Park DN E a e 
= Manii Ngaoui T iS ^ 5 River fishing 
r m : TDI 
© 5 (63010 - The Ubangi River 


o provides a plentiful 
& source of food. Men use 
= $ long nets to trap the 
= E x 
O fish while women take 
=z p 
e Z the catch to market. 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
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0 200 miles 
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Central African Republic is in 
the heart of Africa. The country 
is crisscrossed with rivers, which 
240,535 sq miles are used to transport goods and 


Fabulous feathers 
These black crowned 
cranes are found in the wetlands of 


the country’s north, including in Manovo- (622,984 sq km) people. In the northern savanna lies 

Gounda St. Floris Park, south of Birao. @ 6 million the Manovo-Gounda St. Floris 
© Bangui park, home to elephants, cheetahs, 
O Sangho, Bandha, and the rare black rhinoceros. 


Gbaya, French 


Endangered antelope 
The bongo is a large African antelope with a bright, 
striped coat and long horns. The destruction of its g 
forest habitat means very few remain in the wild. \ 
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Nzango is a high- 
energy sport combining 
gymnastics with dance, 

in which two teams 

compete. It evolved from N 
a playground game. 


DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
OF THE CONGO 


132,047 sq miles 
(342,000 sq km) 

@ 5.3 million 

© Brazzaville 

Q Kongo, Teke, 


m T BRAZZAVILLE. Lingala, French 
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About two-thirds of this central African 
country is covered in dense rain forest. 
Most people live in towns and cities 

by rivers. The capital, Brazzaville, 

is just across the Congo River from 
Kinshasa, capital of neighboring 


Democratic Republic of the Congo. 
62 


Democratic Republic 
Sn ty of the Congo 


In some parts of the 

country, young people earn 

their livelihood delivering 

goods using a reliable — Y — 
à handmade j-( «Gemenac7- o yer 

vehicle called É pe 

a chukudu. Á 
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This inexpensive two- 
wheeler is made from wood 

; li = 
and recycled materials. P. é Bandundu 
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Ornate drum e, A 
A tradition of the Vili Mount Nyiragongo 
people, who live across See . ee 
Central Africa, is to This active volcano in the Great Rift Valley 
sculotihese uni ie last erupted in 2002. A lake of lava has 
5 Pina mounta E formed inside the volcano’s crater. 
i wn — The human figurine 
op of intricately supporting the drum 


carved figures. is sitting on a leopard. 
Sociable apes 

Found only in the lush rain forests 
along the Congo River, these 
bonobo apes live in peaceful 
communities of 30-100 individuals. 


Ingenious fishermen 


o 905,355 sq miles Near Kisangani the 
(2,344,858 sq km) Wagenya people catch 
o 101.8 million fish in sievelike baskets \ 
i attached to poles 


© Kinshasa suspended over the 
O Kiswahili, Tshiluba, Congo River rapids. 
other languages (+3) 


Previously called Zaire, the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo is the second- 
largest country in Africa. It straddles 
the equator so at the same time that it 
is spring in the north of the country, 
it is fall in the south. 


Three stars represent the main 
ethnic groups of Burundi: 
Hutu, Tutsi, and Twa. 


Africa 


Rugege Highlands 
forest chameleon 
This recently identified species of 
chameleon is unique to the dense 
forests of the Rugege Highlands 
in the northwest of the country. 


10,745 sq miles 
(27,830 sq km) 


@ 11.9 million 
© Gitega 


Q Kirundi, French, 
Kiswahili 


King's Palace 


The drums are 
made from hollow 
tree trunks and 


Commercial capital 
animal hides. 


A bustling port on Lake 
Tanganyika, Bujumbura 
ships the country’s produce 
to surrounding nations. 

N 


0 40 km 
40 miles 
(approximate scale) 


Sacred drums 

Karyenda drums are sacred 
instruments in Burundi. Emblems of the 
country’s historic kings, they are played at 
ceremonies such as weddings and funerals. 


ur C e 


à Makamba 


E 


The small nation of Burundi borders 
Lake Tanganyika, a deep rift lake. The 
new capital, Gitega, is also the cultural 
center of the nation. Coffee and cotton 
are among the country's main products. 


» 


This beehive-shaped, 
thatched building Mount Wa n A 
i : A 
is a reconstruction NEA. 
"gd 14,787 ft 
of the Rwandan king's UGAND » ‘ N The sun represents 
traditional residence in € aia MM : i the enlightenment of 
Nyanza near Nyabisindu, ay WO. A Nie Nyagatage - Rwanda's people. 
where the royal court KS Ag the V^" e Biumba z 
led in 1899. S ZA fas p: 
settle 699. ES g eat E Women working 
& A Z Gitarama © in coffee bean 
o zo Rwamagan z collectives share 
z : Nyanza E ? E in the profits. 
a bisindue * — .. Kibungo of the group. 
* GikongordN ^ md peg 
0 50 km so 
Butare 
o e B i, J^ Kigali extends 
(approximate scale) URUND \ over several hills 


and valleys. 


Powerful women 


10,169 sq miles 
(26,338 sq km) 


@ 12.7 million 
© Kigali 
O Kinyarwanda, French, 


64 Kiswahili, English 


Rwanda’s hilly terrain 
includes the volcanic 
Virunga Mountains. 
Lush rain forests carpet 
the slopes, the habitat of 
many primate species, 
including chimpanzees, 
golden monkeys, and 
rare mountain gorillas. 


Women in Rwanda 
hold more power than 
women in any other 
country in the world, 
with 62 percent of 
seats in the parliament. 
In 2020, the nation 
ranked sixth in the 
world for overall 
equality between 
women and men. 


Mountain gorilla 


The country’s rain forests E. 


are home to more than 450 


rare mountain gorillas. 
Most live in Bwindi 
Impenetrable ga 
National Parkin = 
the southwest. #4 


On the shores of Lake Victoria 
Kampala, meaning “hill of the impala,” 
has spread over several hills on the 
shores of Lake Victoria. It is one of 
Africa’s fastest-growing cities. 


Rwenzori Mountains 

Astride the border of Uganda and the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, this 
area of snowcapped peaks and glaciers 
is known as the Mountains of the Moon. 


0 100 km SOUTH SUDAN 

1 : i R P s 
0 100 miles fe Moyoe 7 
approximate scale) 
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° 
= 
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Climate protest l e é "m ES. ES 

Vanessa Nakate is a * uH 

-" men Ly ^ * Pakwach 
Ugandan activist bringing A X 
to the attention of the world 


& eLira Moroto e * 
the dangers of rising o S Masindi 4 ,Amudat, < 
© "St 4 
temperatures and drought YY A 354 77) . 
Q e Hoima WE a o e Soroti : 
on agriculture and food > à a yoga * "- 
; ; & = fs Nakasongola e vk 2 Kapchorwa s 
supply in Africa. PE < s LM 
£ eFort Portal i ES x 
/ ii > Kaliro * oe i 
AT 5109m(167621)  * Mubende Bombo Z e 
j 4 © 
''* *Kasese - P EN elganga  eTororo 
e Ntusi KAMPALA æ, Jinja S” 
ije ' md cnt 
N - Bwindi Impenetrable Masaka. 
Í pona Park. e Mbarara 
E. Rukungiri 
Kisoro 2. . T ie x 2 
4? oe Lake Victoria 
Rwanot PORN ZA EM This lake is shared by 
AN N | A Uganda, Tanzania, and 
Kenya. Its waters teem with 
93,065 sq miles fish such as the Nile perch. 
, 


(241,038 sq km) 
Q 43.3 million 
€} Kampala 


Q Luganda, Nkole, 
Chiga, Lango, Acholi, 
others languages (+3) 


Uganda lies between Lake Albert 
and Lake Edward to the north, and 
Lake Victoria—Africa’s largest 
freshwater lake—to the south. 

Mt. Stanley in the Rwenzori range 
is Africa's third-highest mountain. 
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Tanzania 


Dar es Salaam 
Overlooking the Indian 
Ocean, Dar es Salaam is 
the largest city and port of 
Tanzania. Its name means 
‘Abode of Peace” in Arabic. 


» G4 gemstone called tanzanite 
WAN 2 is very rare and can be 
F RWA ) ^T ^ š . x : 
S e, €, mined only in the Mirerani 
Be SS usoma NV : 
f dd hills near Arusha. 
A y^ e 
BUR | t . ,@ Serengeti’ 
Bariadi h 
| *Kibondo Plain 3 X 
Shinyanga e -—. N 
. —— Kilimanjaro 
72 D tp 
-~ Nzega e Lake Eyasi. SA a e. oom : 100km 
: SS x^ Arusha iyo hi (19,341 ft) = 
s T3 ie bot LN, 0 100 miles 
Tabora Singida e A abati } (approximate scale) 
{£ : 
Ss pS Masai | 
Bos s i 
E ? «€ ej |/Pemba 
Ba ar x " 
* — 2 
Lake @ 
uk wa. M 
‘ E 
awanga M D 


Maasai people 
Around a million Maasai 
people live across Tanzania and 
Kenya. These nomadic hunters 
and cattle herders wear distinctive 
shuka blankets and jewelry, 


365,755 sq miles 
(947,300 sq km) 


@ 58.6 million 
€ Dodoma 


Kiswahili, Sukuma, 
Chagga, others (+6) 


Tanzania is a land of high mountains, 
lush coastal plains, savanna, 

and the Zanzibar archipelago. The 
Serengeti National Park is known 
for its herds of migratory zebras 
and wildebeest, while 
the volcanic crater of 
Ngorongoro Park 

is home to rhinos 

and elephants. 


social weaver 

Shrubland in East 

Africa is home to these 
gregarious birds. They 
live in colonies, building 
nests that hang from the 
branches of acacia trees. 


n 


Tanzanite 
The striking blue 


SA Jriñga® Rube 


Spice island 

Zanzibar was a longtime center 
Jor Indian, Persian, and Arab 
trade with the African continent. 
It still exports spices, such as 
cloves, from its harbor. 


aN p ~ 
d ES » 
Ó. 4 
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MAT na RI 
MOZAMB\ 


Mount Kilimanjaro 
At 19,341 ft (5,895 m), this 
dormant volcano is the 

highest peak in Africa. 


" 


Flamingos of Lake Bogoria 

Lesser flamingos flock to this Great Rift Valley 
lake near Nakuru to feed on brine shrimp and 
blue-green algae in the very salty waters. This 
food gives these birds their pink coloring. 


Kiondo baskets 
Kikuyu, Kamba, and Taita 
people weave decorative 


Olympian runner 

Kenyan athletes have often gained 
victory in distance running. David bags from sisal fibers. 
Rudisha has won two Olympic gold Known as kiondos, these 


Most Samburu 
girls wear "D 28 medals and holds a world record are used to carry man ket 
bead necklaces. ym in the 800 m race. goods and store supplies. 
O 
SUDAN '  [lemi Triangle f == SS Se 
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M eS 
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rs «^. Gari 
y Re arissa 
|) " NAIROBI , 

Bb te 


2 Maasai- . 
Mara 
x ! Geothermal power station 
Kenya was the first country in 


Samburu Africa to build geothermal power 


E ds 53 stations. In the Great Rift Valley, 
Innonhom $ these use energy stored inside 
— Ji W^ Kenya, the Samburu 7 0 100km Earth to generate power. 
\ live as they always have, 0 —  100miles 
by raising cattle, moving PURSE 
Ground 10 fnd erinin z Maasai Mara lions 
and building mud and 


grass huts for shelter. c3 S A ; E ae E. 
-— "S tae f * live in prides in the 
‘ M" ! i ee ^ Maasai Mara National 
i E E uu Reserve, west of Nairobi. 
, They live alongside buffalo, 
à many species of antelope, 


Famous for its wildlife, 
; and other big cats. 


Kenya sees the annual 
migration of millions 
of animals across the 
Maasai Mara, and the 224,081 sq miles 
Great Rift Valley lakes (580,367 sq km) 
attract flocks of birds. @ 53.5 million 
The capital, Nairobi, is @ Nairobi 

a thriving modern city, © Kiswahili, 

and the port, Mombasa, English, 

is one of Africa's most Kikuyu, other 
multicultural cities. languages (+3) 


Luanda 
Angola's largest city 
sits on the Atlantic 
coastline. This thriving 
port city is the trading Palácio de Ferro 
center of the country, N Designed by French architect Gustave Eiffel, this 
building was originally constructed in Paris before 
f being dismantled and rebuilt in Luanda in 1902. 
Its name means *Iron Palace." 


CABINDA 
d (part of Angola) The bird has a 


M bright red crest. 


Chokwe art 
The Chokwe people 
of northeastern 
Angola, Congo, and 
Zambia are renowned 
for their ornately carved 
figurines, drums, 
and masks. 


"n Red-crested turaco 
"xm Found only in the tropical 


Q Benguela*. "A i 1 RA zd 
A Pe Mok is e VUE. 7 Cazombo® ey forests of northern Angola, 
e vy $ Àj get f cem ES EXEC ae this colorful bird has a 
i «i x 235 " E E = - UH distinctive, shrill song. 
v S J Lubango E 4 Ts eae S RE S 
ey Cubangoe 0 150 km 


*Tombuay Y, Huilay 


xe Plateau 


T e zm € - e Xangongo 


< 
tn 
0 150 miles 
= (approximate scale) 
< 
N 


Angolan Carnival 

The country’s annual 
carnival marks the end 
of the period before Lent. 
Dancers and musicians 
perform in parades 
watched by crowds. 


Temminck’s ground pangolin 

Pangolins are the world’s only 
ane © scaly mammals. This species 
is found throughout 
southern Africa. 


481,354 sq miles 
(1,246,700 sq km) 


QD 32.5 million 
€@ Luanda 


Q Portuguese, other 
languages (+3) 


Angola is a large country rich 

in natural resources, including 
oil, minerals, and fertile farmland. Set 
back by many years of civil war, it is 
now one of the fastest-growing 
economies in Africa. 
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Rally racing 

The Zambia International Motor 

Rally is a high-speed racing event 

that takes place every year. The 

tough course starts 
in Lusaka and 
heads north into 
the desert. 

Bat migration - irr mmt 

Toward theend of — ' Yj. pawa 


each year, more than 

10 million fruit bats 

descend on Kasanka i athe 

National Park in northern 

Zambia. They migrate from MOD dy» E 


forests in the Democratic 0 150 miles e 
Repbulic of Congo to feast on "PPreximate scale) 
the park's plentiful fruit trees. 


Mafinga Central 
"e 2339m 
a” (7,674 ft) 


Batonga baskets = 
The Batonga people live in 
farming villages around 

Lake Kariba. Women 

weave traditional baskets 
from palm leaves. 


Circus Zambia 
Founded to support 
vulnerable young people 
in Lusaka, this group 
teaches life skills as well 
as circus tricks and 
provides funding 
PAZ ^, Zambezi River for education. 


This major river starts in Zambia and passes 
through six countries on its way to the Indian 
Ocean. Measuring 1,600 miles (2,574 km), it 
is the fourth-longest river in Africa. 


Y 


Palm leaves 
are boiled to 
make them soft 
for weaving. 


290,587 sq miles This rugged country in southern Africa 
(752,618 sq km) has 20 national parks and large areas of 

Q 17.4 million protected forest, which provide a haven 

@ Lusaka for its abundant wildlife. Zambia is named 

© Bemba, Tonga, other | after its largest river, the Zambezi. 
languages (+5) 
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Cheetah 

With a population of more than 1,400 wild 

cheetahs, Namibia has the largest number of 
any country. The Cheetah Conservation Fund 


at Otjiwarongo protects these rare animals. Dune 7 
Huge sand dunes run across the 
" AN GO LA 0 150 km $ ; ; 
3 so. NM Du = Namib Desert. The highest is Dune 7, 
] > ifa " , : 
9. sOpuwo Wigan, D lin: 150 miles measuring 1,256 ft (383 m) tall. 
on : © EEA oe (approximate scale) 
SH ovambola® Rundue ZAMB), 
^ Etosha Caprivi Strip / - ow 
7 eld Tsumeb Kotim 
e "S c Mulilo 
Otavie ~ Grootfontein T N 
32 K^ Tsumkwe E Traditional odelela 
Ti y Brandberg e Otjiwarongo z fabric has red, pink, 
E 2,573 m (8,442 ft) 0 and black stripes. 
[4 Fa 
“e Karibib fo) 
Windhoek, meaning Swakopmulie Z re WINDHOEK 
“windy corner,” is a N : Gobabis ra 4 
Namibia’s largest city. o M. RSS | paf EN 
Rehoboth © - r |» 
D i Kalahari V " 
t 2» SS Desert if | 
Deadvlei Nan i HAN C 
© . $5 Mariental* 4 Ovambo TA N t i (ais 
te ae e people Vs) SoH 
ln. f = 


E \ TSS 4 y Y 
MEN amaqualand = The largest = AN 
Aus e bac. em ethnic group Wi | j) } N 
A eetmanshoop f 
: ZA 


in Namibia, the 


A Great EE Ovambo make up omage 
5 ras 
Rosh D «^ "la/s more than half of the Tp _* 
Pinah ey Karasburg country’s population. P 


LJ 
Oranj auaa Ariamsvlei 
4 , 


SOUTH — 
AFRICA 


ao^ 
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The Namib 
Herero dolls Desert streiches ERR 
Women of the Herero ethnic group for 1,200 miles Namibia is situated on the 
make traditional dolls by hand, (1,900 km) along southwest coast of Africa. 
, the coastal plain. 


dressing them in decorative outfits : This vast country of deserts, 
that mimic their own colorful dress. 318,261 sq miles mountains, and grasslands is 
(824,292 sq km) . B ; p 
© 2.6 milli almost entirely arid, meaning it 
annie is so dry that few plants can grow. 
€ Windhoek It was one of the first countries to 


Q Ovambo, Kavango, protect its environment by law. 
English, Bergdama, 


German, Afrikaans 


Deadvlei : 
Silhouettes of long-dead trees create a 
dramatic skyline against the red sands 
— in Deadvlei, which means “dead marsh." | 
- This is a white clay pan near Sossusvlei 4 
the center of the country's dunes. - 


Mopane worms 


eo 
The large caterpillar of the / | m b a bw e E 
emperor moth is a delicacy eaten 
c M, 


in Zimbabwe, either sun-dried 
or fried in a tasty sauce. 


"a 1O24 Flame lily 
‘iba E m lm. n QU. This vibrant red and 
de EO yellow flower looks like 
flames. It is a protected 
species and the national 


flower of Zimbabwe. A 


0 100 km 7 [ 
0 100 miles 
(approximate scale) 
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150,872 sq miles 
(390,757 sq km) 


"i 
3*7 
inl 


E " $ Chiredzi ©- Victoria Falls 
Q 14.5 million ^w S n These are among the world’s largest 
@ Harare RE waterfalls, extending over 5,604 ft 
O Shona, isiNdebele, TH AFRICA (1,708 m) along the Zambezi River. 


English 


This landlocked country has been 
at the heart of trading empires such 
as medieval Great Zimbabwe since 
the 11th century. It is known for the 
stunning scenery and wildlife of 
its ridge and river valleys. 


Lake Malawi 
One of the largest TA 
lakes in Africa, Lake Id Chiti : 
Malawi is home to 3 h^ 


i Je 
more than 850 E x 1 z 
different species ] em — o 100 km The national flag features a 
of colorful E E 9 di EE ois rising sun to symbolize the new 
cichlid fish. = MzimBa x (approximate scale) dawn of freedom in Africa. 
< beai 
N 45,747 sq miles 
Kasungu e , q 
i (118,484 sq km) 
Mchinjis es 
` 21.2 million 
LILONGWE m ^ Ó 
(Dodd Q3 Lilongwe 
4 j^ 1 O a] 5 
Ntched e VB ivalombe P Q Chewa, Lomwe, 
d Š ; Yao, Ngoni, 
+ Mount Mulanje om gt. English 
3002 Blantyré Oc 8 


(9,849 ft) 


A P Mdlanje s 
z SChiromo The Great Rift Valley, where the 
o 7o. gr rock that makes up Africa divides, 
«e 


cuts through this long, narrow 
country. Formed in the rift, Lake 
Malawi, also known as Lake Nyasa, 
is one of Africa's Great Lakes. It 

is 360 miles (580 km) long and 

47 miles (75 km) wide. 


Vibrant wraps 

Many women in southern Africa 
traditionally wear the chitenge, a vivid, 
patterned fabric worn as a sarong or 
a headdress. It is also fashioned into 
skirts, blouses, and dresses. 
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== Botswana 


Abandoned yet sturdy termite mounds 
can be used as outdoor ovens for 
cooking bread and meat, since they 
are excellent at retaining heat. 


side to allow excess 
smoke to escape. 


Okavango River 
The Okavango is 1,050 miles 
(1,700 km) long and flows into © Mamuno 
the Kalahari Desert, forming a = 
huge inland delta of marshland 

and floodplains. Here live some Kalahari 
of the most endangered animals, e" 
such as rhinos and lions. 


p 
e Ghanzi Mopipi- —— 


js Lehututu 


Desert 


N 
V 


Werda, 
1,491 
Meerkat mob / (4,892 fü) 
Found only in parts of Tsabo ey 
Southern Africa, these small y eL 
members of the mongoose " ce e^ i Mtg 
Jamily live in large colonies SOUTH ^ 


across Botswana's plains. . 
Capital city 


A hole is made on one 


Kalahari Desert 


Kalahari sands spread across 
84 percent of Botswana. This 
desert is the second largest in 
Africa, after the Sahara. 


sunnara — qu AERE =e The largest city in Botswana, 


San hunters use 
arrows dipped in a 


* poison made from 
í beetle larvae. 
San people 
For 20,000 years, 


these indigenous people 
have led a nomadic lifestyle in 
the Kalahari Desert, where they use 
their hunting, fishing, and 
foraging skills to survive. 


224,607 sq miles Botswana is sometimes called 
(581,730 sq km) the “Gem of Africa” due to its 
Q 2.3 million many diamond deposits. A large part 
€3 Gaborone of the country is desert, but it also has 
O Setswana, English, a lush river delta, plains, and plateaus, 
other languages (+4) | all home to a diverse range of wildlife. 
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Gaborone is also the center of 
government. As well as many 
cultural sites, the city has a 
game reserve within its limits. 


k 


in the 20th century, it has a 
large dome, striking green 
exteriors, and ornate pillars. 


= 


Maputo Railway Station 
The classically designed building 
is notable for its grand style. Built 


TANZANIA 


e / [) Pe: P O 
S Negomare Mocimaea 
Mangrove conservation $ N 
Saltwater-loving mangrove NT IN « Marrupá tw 
trees form an important swamp Lh ku Ra ES 
ecosystem. Many are found Marám "RioLürio goa 
near the capital, Maputo, and ) Wn T Codi me 
Mozambique has committed s vendidi, 3 
to conserving these habitats. 2] NE S Tete Peri-peri chiles 
M 8g m x Ni Small but spicy, these peppers 
$ „Changara ~ i \ are farmed in Mozambique. 
Gorongosa Na auos = 3 Macossa Vila de Senna | 2 "E uo P They are mixed with garlic 
Park balances wildlife E S N umen | —t n and other ingredients to make 
conservation with the x 7 EB m n^ a the popular peri-peri sauce. 
needs of local people. yt f Chinde* o 
.* Chimoio i " 
^, Beira 
Monte Binga V 
2440m —. : 
f ^ —(B005ft) Ñ 0 125 km Wild warthogs 
A This large pig species 
ig SaV& A 0 125 mil 
yes Rio SP Bees roams the grasslands of 
f | 4 the Gorongosa National 
Vilankulo * 


b 


`e Mapai — Tesenane 
X L2 


Star athlete 
Mozambican sprinter Maria Mutola 
is a three-time world champion in 
the 800 m race and has taken part 
in six Olympic Games. 


308,642 sq miles 
(799,380 sq km) 


© 30 million 


€ Maputo 


Q Portuguese, other 
languages (+10) 


» Mabalane / 
{ G Panda , Inhambane 
2o 
Macia, `^ *'Quissico 
© - . ts 
, eee Pristine coastline 
Mozambique's 1,550-mile 
om MAPUTO q 1 
Matola (2,500 km) long coastline 
/ re ral r T. 
o T features coral reefs, pure 


white sand beaches, and 
tropical islands. 


Park, along with a wide 
variety of other wildlife. 


With vast stretches of beautiful coastline, 
Mozambique is famed for its beaches as 
well as its fertile countryside and rich 
mineral resources. The Zambezi River 
runs through the middle of the country. 


The Cullinan Heritage 
diamond weighs about 
© 507 carats. 
t 4 
/ EA a 
FL b2 
_——* 
£ w & 
s w^ 4 
7 Digging for diamonds a 


The country is one of the leading producers 
of gem-quality diamonds, which are excavated Se 
in seven major mines. D 


Cosmopolitan city 


First inhabited thousands of years ago, Cape Town with 
its natural harbor has long attracted seafarers. Today, 


the city is a thriving mix of cultures. 


p 


At the southern tip of the African continent, South 
Africa is known today for its diverse culture—a 
"rainbow nation" with 11 official languages. 
It is one of the richest African nations and the 
only country in the world to have three capitals: 
Pretoria for administration, Cape Town for 


lawmaking, and Bloemfontein for justice. 
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outh Africa | 


o 
Ndebele people m 
Traditionally skilled at E 
many crafis, the Ndebele 
people produce colorful 
and patterned beadwork, 
mats, and dolls. 


Table Mountain looms over the city. 
Its flat top can be climbed on foot 
or reached by cable car. 


100 km 


100 miles 
(approximate scale) 
Father of the nation 
Revolutionary, statesman, and 
Nobel Peace prize winner Nelson 3 
Mandela (1918-2013) is an icon P" » 
of modern, democratic South P ' y 
Africa. He was known as = 5 ; 
Madiba, meaning “father S / 
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f v | 
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Beaufort West : 


Good Hope 


7 Cape Agulhas 


470,693 sq miles 
(1,219,090 sq km) 

@ 56.5 million 

€ Pretoria, Cape Town, 
and Bloemfontein 

© English, isiZulu, 

isiXhosa, Afrikaans, 

other languages (+7) 
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Geography: South Africa is 

dominated by a high plateau, 
fringed by grasslands, deserts, 
and narrow coastal plains. 


History: The system of racial 

segregation known as apartheid 
ended in 1994, when Nelson Mandela 
became the first black president. 


e Ladysmi ns 


N King Protea 
i This tropical flowering plant 
native to South Africa is 
the national flower. 
Xhosa people 
The Xhosa people are the 


second-largest ethnic group. 

Y Historically linked with the 
& Cape Town area, they live 

in all parts of South Africa. 


Traditionally, married women 


wear an embroidered apron. A boy from a Zulu cultural 


village dresses up for a show. 


D 


Zulu people 

The Springboks The largest 
The South African rugby / ethnic group is 
union team won the 2019 Ø | the Zulu people. 
Rugby World Cup—their Traditionally, 
third win since 1995, when male warriors 

“one team, one country” wore animal fur 


symbolized national unity. and feathers. 


Wildlife: 

South Africa 
is home to a rich 
variety of wildlife, 

including more than 


Culture: The vibrant cultural 
S mix fuses many traditions in 
literature and the music of artists 
such as singer Miriam Makeba. 


Natural wonders: The dramatic 
Drakensberg Mountains 
contrast with the lush Garden Route 
coastline west of Port Elizabeth. 


species and 800 
bird species. 
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Sibebe Rock 


m, ¥ E SW ati | n i At 4,882 ft (1,488 m) tall, Sibebe 
Rock is the world’s largest granite 


dome. Its nickname is “bald rock.” 


Emlembe 
1,862 m (6,109 ft) 


Swazi Cultural Village 
In this living museum near 
Lobamba, the traditional 
Swazi way of life is on 
display in huts containing Bhu 
local artifacts. Village Mankaya 
people introduce visitors Sicunmm 
to their customs. 5 


0 50 miles 
(approximate scale) 


Manzini market 

The best-known market 

in Eswatini is held weekly in 
Manzini. Local sellers trade 
handicrafts such as painted 
fabrics, wooden sculptures, 
woven baskets, and pottery. 


Eswatini was known as 
Swaziland until the king 
renamed it in 2018. One of 
Africa’s smallest countries, 


6,704 sq miles it has two capitals: Mbabane 
(17,364 sq km) and Lobamba, home to the 

@ 1.1 million parliament and royal family. 

Q9 Mbabane, Lobamba | Its reserves are known for 


© English, siSwati, big mammals and birds. 
isiZulu, Xitsonga 


Horseback rider 
Many mountain villages 
can be reached only on 
horseback. Riders often 
= wear a conical Basotho 
Spiral aloe i x er hat woven from reeds. 
The spiny leaves ot: 
of this succulent 
- plant grow ina px, |. Thabana Ntlenyana 
spiral-shaped MOKNORONJ 3,482 m (11,424 ft) 
pattern. It is native m V^ AU 
to the Drakensberg 
Mountains. 


11,720 sq miles 
(30,355 sq km) 

Q 2 million 

€ Maseru 


O Sesotho, English, 


Musicians play oil-can ie 
guitars and drum and isiZulu 


the accordion. 


mee Located entirely more than 4,590 ft 
- (1,400 m) above sea level, Lesotho is 


Basotho blankets jm . » 
The Basotho people known as the “Kingdom in the Sky. 


handcraft traditional Surrounded by South Africa on all 
woolen blankets that sides, the country has a dramatic 


they wear for warmth landscape of mountains and rivers. 
in the cold winters of 
Lesotho s highlands. 


»»»» Madagascar 
Panther of the vanilla orchid. 
chameleon 


Antsir a > 
Eo N 0 100 km = 

Maromokotro —' f — a 

2,876 m (9,436 ft) 5 Ronis £ 

ye (approximate scale) 
Vanilla pods r L VM 2 
More than two-thirds of the B... 

global supply of vanilla is Analala — 


© E alaha 


produced in Madagascar. L 
«te Mahájan 
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Solar energy 


Power supplies are 
Marovoay O gr E, 


d^ a limited on the island, 
Canyon m 9 ^d b d hi 
Mad ildlif N * Besalampy * | à i a... E x 
adagascan wildlife DAE OUR means solar power plants 
3 . . o M, -— 9€ 
Wildlife found only on the island 7 Sb “Fenoarivo Atsininana dar 4 can harness the abundant 
includes about 40 species of lemur, j E. ee RAE. or sunlight to generate 
about half of the world’s chameleons, jo Malpjirano F ^ E die jondrazaka renewable energy. 
¢ 
and a large moth called the comet moth. i 
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EY Amboasary, 
> 
$ E m 
Colorful ambas Grandidier's baobab tree 
The Sakalava people are one of many Malagasy The trunk of this rare tree can be as 
ethnic groups. Traditionally men and women 


wide as 10 ft (3 m). Humans and 
animals depend on baobab trees 
for water, food, and shelter. 


wear a wraparound cloth called a lamba. 


Situated off Africa's southeast 
coast, Madagascar is the 

world's fifth-largest island. 
First settled around 500 CE, 
@ 226,658 sq miles its ethnically diverse people 

(587,041 sq km) came from Asia and Africa. 

© 27 million Its isolation and rain forest 
@ Antananarivo habitats have allowed unique 


© Malagasy, French, | flora and fauna to evolve. 
English 


Seychelles 


wW * Coco de mer 
Nicknamed the “double coconut,” 
the fruit of the coco de mer palm 
— grows only in the Seychelles. The 
islanders eat this rare nut, or gift it 
to one another, but never sell it. Dazzling sands 

Regularly named one of the world's most breathtaking 
beaches, Anse Source d'Argent has swaying palms, rocky 

boulders, soft sands, and clear, shallow waters. 


The seed of the coco 0 200 km 
de mer palm weighs 


up to 38.8 lb (17.6 kg). 0 200 miles 


(approximate scale) 


Meat-eating plant 

The only species of its 
kind that grows in the 
Seychelles, Perville's 

pitcher plant is 

carnivorous. Its 
leaves form a deadly 

trap for insects that 

fall inside. 
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j Gunner's Quoin 


4 £IFV M ad u ri t i u S à Flat ie Í Round island É 


o, H ad n pet f Q Award-winning architecture 
o 1 à s 3 Designed by the Mauritian architect 
.4 million 


Jean-Francois Koenig, the Mauritius 
Commercial Bank building in Port Louis 
has won awards for its unique design. 


Q3 Port Louis 


Q French Creole, 
others (+6) 


828 m\ > Chemin Grer = s 
(4717ft) 10 miles Rodrigues 


(approximate scale) 


The picturesque island of Mauritius Underwat PETIT he aua 
in the Indian Ocean has more than Sand in shallow waters near the Le Morne 

105 miles (170 km) of spectacular peninsula is carried along by currents and 
coastline. Volcanic mountains dropped back down to the sea bed, creating 
blanketed in rain forest rise up an effect like a waterfall beneath the waves. 


steeply in the center. 
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Capital of the islands 

The capital city of Victoria on 
Mahé Island has leafy palms 
and a mix of architectural styles, 
including the Victoria Clock 


Seychelles blue pigeon Tower, which was built in 1903. > 
z -— 
Found in the dense forests on Inner peux S 
many of the country’s islands, this » islands 4 ite Denis 
pretty pigeon feeds on tropical fruits. E Silhouette Praslin 
x ^ A Mahe®) M Frégate 
, N P _ Île Desroches 
Aldabra Atoll is a group of N Ed Poivre Atoll 
four large coral islands on the ONE 4 ile Platte 
outer edges of the Seychelles. a? S. Alphonse 
gl n V4 Group 176 sq miles 
Aldabr: Outer |! 
Atoll Grande N E (455 sq km) 
) Terre l A Coétivyy 
Assomption | Cosmolédo 1 | N D N © 96,000 
Alg, oup EN Atoll St. Pierre ™ E ^ 
abra Gr | Astove l Providence O C [X] Victoria 
Farquhar «X. Atoll ; ; 
Group o Aldabra giant tortoise o French Creole 
Farana We 71 The Aldabra Atoll is home to this rare : 


English, French 


tortoise. It can weigh up to 550 Ib 
(250 kg) and live for 150 years. 


Mahé Island 1 Aride 


Istana Grang UU Anne 
Silhouette Prasli K E 


Island Morne Seychellois La Digue N 


905 m (2,969 ft) 
Ma 
Bel Ombr VICTORIA Fregate f 


An archipelago of 115 granite and 
coral islands off Africa's east coast, 
the Seychelles were settled in the 

18th century. The continent's smallest 


Anse Boi A 0 20k 3 P » : 2 
Anse Ro = i à nation, it has a diverse population and 
i i ES Y . : 
— ou NM E is known for its beaches and reefs. 


Sweet fragrance Mitsamiouli of 
The scented Mount Karthala 2 
2,361 
C omoros 
» the ylang-ylang tree MORON mis Grande Comore 


row all year round - : . 
£ ^ Moroni is located on Grande Mosquée de Moroni 


in the Comoros islands. : i : 
E Ur fe largest Muslims gather for daily prayers at this 


3 
They are used to make © Foumbouni of the Comoros islands. 
19th-century mosque. Many Comorans 


erfumes and essential oils. " 7 . 
\ perfi Vo 7 N are of Arab or Persian descent. 
1 0 25 km Oo A N 
: — Ce 4 
0 25 miles Mohéli N Anjouan 
(approximate scale) (HUI (Nzwani. 
Decorative clothes Mining utsamoudou 
Nioumai 


Mozambique 


Comoran women traditionally 
Channel 


wear dresses called shiromani. 
These colorful, patterned fabrics A paste of sandalwood and — "NS 
are worn draped over the body, coral, called msinzano, is E" 

together with head scarves. used to decorate the face. 


The three volcanic islands of 
Comoros in the Indian Ocean are 
known as the “perfumed islands" 
because of the abundant fragrant 


863 sq miles 


| (2,235 sq km) tropical plants. The trade in 
] Q 846,300 spices such as vanilla and cloves 
4 €9 Moroni has brought people from many 


© Arabic, Comorian, continents to settle in Comoros. 
French 
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Barents 
Sea 


EUROPE 


Norwegian 
Sea 


Islands 


Faroe Islands . 
(to Denmark) Jy Shetland 


0 300 km 
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(approximate scale) 
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Black Sea 
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== United Kingdom 


100 km 


The flag of the UK 
is known asthe Basalt columns are said 
“Union Jack." to look like stepping 
stones for giants. 


0 100 miles 
(approximate scale) St Kilda 


Europe 


Giant’s Causeway 

These spectacular hexagonal 
basalt columns on the coast 
of Northern Ireland were 
formed from volcanic 

lava 50 million years ago. 


Medieval strongholds 
The UK has many castles—the wr 
fortresses of ancient monarchs È 
and nobles. The well-preserved s 
13th-century Harlech Castle M s ^ta bas 
(lefi) is one of many in Wales. E Bg: 


m ND^ 
b Lisburn 4 gh he Belfast 
hi X Neagh 
b 
Mn MP Piste 
Y Ma 


IRELAND. &¥ : 
vA Irish 
Wd 1 Mount 


Sea Snowdon 
1,085 m 


A 


Caribbean carnival . | 
London is a multicultural city, and its annual \ ; 4 (3,560 ft) 


Notting Hill Carnival is a celebration of = Ang 


Caribbean culture. Millions flock to enjoy the 
live music, dancing, and colorful parades. 


Cream tea Caernarfon e, "ch E 

An afternoon tea of scones, 
homemade jam, clotted cream, and 
a cup of hot tea is a national treat. 


NT. 


Channel Islands gie" *'st "y 
Guernsey, Jersey, z wo kis 
and other islands 


in the English cut. f 1 


“wale aa f 
SWansese EAN es Fi 


aiak s D, S i 
Bristol Cha ardiff s - 
Ne ii Vane. 


Channel are st ems Ms 


self-governing. 
St John "Trsmurm. er 
0 20k - 
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0 20 miles Helier T y 
\ approximate scale) Ave es jz 5 
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English 


Off the northwest coast of Europe lies 

the United Kingdom, or UK, which consists 
of four small countries—England, Scotland, 
Wales, and Northern Ireland. This 

island nation is steeped in history. The UK 

is famous for its royal family, theater, 
modern music, and red buses. 


94,058 sq miles 
(243,610 sq km) 


@ 66 million 
€ London 


Q English, other 
languages (+3) 
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Shetland i 
islandai " 


T4 af 
Vi Lerwick 


Orkney E ? 
Islands Ru». 
"f — — 
N : 
i kwall S 
p N © 
f Wick m 
M girth 
wor? 
a a Rugged landscape 
~ 4e Peterhead : . ; : 
AAT © The UK countryside consists of green rolling hills, 


moors, and rocky coastline. Scotland is known for 

its rugged mountains and unspoiled wilderness, such 

as that on the Isle of Skye (above). 

High-pitched pipes 

Playing bagpipes in traditional dress 
is a custom in Scotland and Ireland. 
Bagpipes were once played on 
battlefields to scare enemy troops. 


ge ^ T > 
" Newcastle 
foni Tyne Sherlock Holmes 
Scottish writer Arthur 


Conan Doyle (1859-1930) 


pu iddlesborough = po abe si Angel of the North 
[/ GINS j . ] 
no FE A v? ¥e Scarborough ara E INSEQUI; Standing 65 ft (20 m) tall, this landmark steel sculpture 
SNN E T T 5 hero of The Hound of the M l : 
ore Á . York i k ; by British artist Antony Gormley has dominated the 
Baskervilles nove. ME ad . 
A "t * Bradford CONAN DOYLE skyline in northeast England since 1998. 
Leeds `_e Kingston upon Hull Super city 
ester . 
f Meshes 4 The Shard is a The Thames River flows through London, 
y: £3 $ 95-story skyscraper one of the oldest major cities in the world and now a 
3 toke 4 A Nottingham E with panoramic views. buzzing metropolis with nearly 9 million people. 
ENGLAND ~~ 
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© 
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hd 


, qa 
Reading LONDON ^ 9 Teg" 
s m eSouthend-on-Sea 


PT H 
Guildford, "c5 ^ — E. 
anterbury 


Southampton Maidstone 
e Dover 


Mas Brighton ^ 
Ç à : 99! 


n: cii Hastings ES ot E 
Wight 9 z 
C hannel i 
Geography: The highest g Culture: Cricket, rugby, and NO 
mountains lie in Scotland » soccer were first played in | i 
and Wales, while the Pennines are the UK. British literature, music, 
known as the spine of England. and theater are popular worldwide. 
History: The UK was one of Natural wonders: These 
the first nations to grow its include the Lake District in 
economy as a result of the Industrial England, Loch Ness in Scotland, and 
Revolution in the 19th century. Mount Snowdon in Wales. 


Folk instruments 
Folk music is embedded in 
Irish tradition. The main 
instrument is the violin, 


Fiddle also known as a fiddle. 


The bodhran is a 
| re la n d type of Irish drum. 


w 
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o 
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Blackthorn 
Native to Ireland, this 
prickly, hardy shrub 
grows white flowers 
in spring and black 
berries in fall. 


Low whistle 


Northern 


Trinity College n Ireland 
Founded in 1592, this world- $ . (UK) ] 
famous university in Dublin ^ Te Capital "ine 
eo is also Ireland’s 
has educated many celebrated F^ * . Monaghan largest city and 
Irish writers, including Bram Ser te er home to about 
Stoker and Oscar Wilde. NGS greek An one-third of the 


n 


a G2 population. 


Roscommon = j : 
a rs. ie Reese Drogheda * 


Irish 
Sea | 


Step-dancing | 
Performed since 
the 19th century, 

this traditional Irish 
dance form involves 
a straight body and 
fast foot movements. 


ATLANTIC 


G j 
Limerick 
Gaelic football 

In this action-packed 
Irish team sport, players 
can kick, catch, or 
throw the ball. 


Q 


Skellig Islands 

Of the southwest coast of Ireland are two rocky 
islets providing a safe haven for seabirds such 

as gannets and puffins. 


27,132 sq miles Once part of the United Kingdom, southern 
(70,273 sqkm) | Ireland, where most people are Roman 


! y QD 5.2 million Catholic, became independent in 1921. 
| Q Dublin Northern Ireland, where people are mainly 
! Q English, Irish Protestant, remains part of the UK. 


Ice caves 

Vatnajokull is among [ C e la n dg 
the largest glaciers in 

Europe. In summer, 
channels of melting water 
flow under the surface 

of the glacier, cutting 
through the ice, creating 
enormous caverns. 


Puffins of the Atlantic 
Native to the Atlantic Ocean, puffins are 
strong swimmers that live at sea but 
head for breeding colonies on land 
every spring. Their colorful 
beaks have earned them their ala | 
m nickname of "sea parrots." 


edoin3 


Siglufjóróur 


nee t ow aD BL Hallgrimskirkja 
ee : E | The unusually shaped 
Ue AE ó BY va, Hallgrimskirkja is the 

More than 90 $ e 


a, S x ^ , 
FEE A 4 - AMO eee , B ; (d tallest church in Iceland 
Mee m A s Z Pour and was completed in 1986. 


Icelanders livein — * co : S iB: 2 TM n 
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39,769 sq miles 
(103,000 sq km) 


Q 350,730 
© Reykjavik 
Q Icelandic 


Icelandic horses 
Viking settlers brought these 
horses to Iceland during the 
9th and 10th centuries. Small 
and stocky in size, the breed is 
hardy and tough and capable 

of crossing any terrain. 


A remote island in the northern 
Atlantic Ocean, Iceland lies just south 
of the Arctic Circle. It is known as the 
land of “fire and ice" because of its 
many active volcanoes, lava fields, 
geysers, and hot-water springs. 


Aurora Borealis 
Also called the Northern Lights, this 
incredible light display is often visible 
on clear nights in Iceland. The natural 
phenomenon is caused by solar winds 
hitting oxygen and nitrogen atoms 
high up in Earth's atmosphere. 
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O rway 0 100 miles. y 14 pom 
(approximate scale) 
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Troll warning! 
Mythical trolls are 
considered lucky in 
Norway. They can be 
seen on signs but 
are mostly found 
as souvenirs! 
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Cross-country skiing 
Snow covers much 

of Norway in winter, 
and cross-country 
skiing is popular 
for exercise, 

sport, and to 

get around. 


125,021 sq miles 
(323,802 sq km) 
@ 5.5 million 


© Oslo 


O Norwegian, Sami 


On the hunt 
In Norway's forests, 
solitary wolverines 
hunt down large 
prey, including 
moose and goats. 


Heddal Stave Church 
In medieval times, many churches 
constructed of timber walls on wooden 
corner posts, known as staves, 
were built in Norway. Only 28 
survive today. The church 
at Heddal is the largest. 


Sami people 

Thousands of indigenous Sdmi people live 
in northern Norway, where they herd 
reindeer, fish, and farm the land. 


The dramatic landscape of Norway 
is a wilderness of icy glaciers 
and deep fjords (sea channels 
surrounded by cliffs). Two-thirds 
of the Norwegian landscape is 
covered by rugged mountains. 
About 50,000 tiny islands lie 
off its long, craggy coastline. 


Turf roofs keep the houses 
warm and protect them iN Vi 


from the wet weather. 


Fun in the city 
Founded in 1843, Tivoli Gardens in 
Copenhagen is the second-oldest 
amusement park in the 
world. Here, visitors 
Traditional Faroese houses enjoy rides and games. 
Turf roofs are a familiar sight on the volcanic 
Faroe Islands (see p.181) in the North Atlantic 
Ocean, about 900 miles (1,500 km) 
from Copenhagen. ska? F 
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Danish design 
A clean, simple style of architecture 
Mollehoj and furniture design developed in 
171 m (Séit e inda Denmark in the 20th century. 
A classic example of this 
is the iconic Egg Chair 
by the Danish designer 
Arne Jacobsen. 


Bornholm = 
A C) 
Baltic Sea ^ 


Cozy way of life 


bii 


Falster 


É & R M ý N The Danish word hygge 

Viking drinking horn AN Y describes a cozy mood 

The Viking Danes were part of the seafaring when family or friends 
people who lived in Scandinavia in the gather together to share 


Middle Ages. They used animal horns food and drink in a 
to make drinking cups (above) and comfortable setting. 
musical instruments. 


Øresund Bridge 

Sweden and Denmark are linked 
across the Øresund Strait. The Øresund 
Bridge carries cars and trains from the 
Swedish city of Malmó to an artificial 
island, which has a tunnel leading 

to Copenhagen in Denmark. 


16,639 sq miles 
(43,094 sq km) 


@ 5.9 million 
€ Copenhagen 
Q Danish 


Danish sandwich 
A traditional Danish open sandwich, 
called Smørrebrød, is rye bread layered 
with meat or fish and other toppings. 


Denmark is the southernmost 
Scandinavian country, made up 
of the flat landscape of the Jutland 
Peninsula and more than 400 
islands. Statistical studies often 
show that the Danish people are 
among the happiest in the world. 


Europe 
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Medieval Stockholm 
Sweden's capital city is built 
across 14 islands. On one of 


Nobel Prize 
First awarded in 1901, the 
annual Nobel Prize recognizes 
major achievements in chemistry, 
physics, medicine, lterature, 
and peace. 


Dala horses 

Since the 17th century, these e 
decorative wooden horses 

have been handcrafted and 

sold throughout Sweden. 
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ge OR ROD 
Icehotel DENMARK © pj Genie 
In 1989, the world’s first p Malipetayy as My 
hotel made entirely of ice sy x elsingborg, eVäxjö | 


was built near Kiruna in 


 QKristianstad | 
northern Sweden. 


" Malmo 
EN y 
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Reindeer 
Thick, furry coats for 
warmth and strong hoofs 
to dig out food make 
reindeer well suited to the 
country s cold mountains, 
J» where they number in the 
thousands in herds kept 
by the indigenous 
Sámi people. 


N 


173,860 sq miles 
(450,295 sq km) 


@ 10.2 million 
€ Stockholm 


Q Swedish, other 
languages (+5) 


Alfred Nobel them lies the medieval Old 

was a 19th- — Town, known for its cobbled 

century Swedish y. 

invertor chefnist streets and colorful buildings. 

and engineer. Kebnekaise 

2,097 m (6,880 ft) 

0 150 km 
0 150 miles _ R 


approximate scale) 
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Climate activism 
In 2018, at age 15, 
Greta Thunberg found world 
recognition when she stopped 
going to school and sat 
outside the Swedish 
Parliament, calling 

for action on 
climate change. 


Kráftskiva 
For this traditional Swedish summer 
celebration, friends and family gather to feast 3; 
on crayfish, often wearing themed paper hats. T 


The natural landscape of this Scandinavian 
country in northern Europe changes from the 
icy peaks of mountains such as the Kebnekaise, 
past rolling hills and freshwater streams, to 
thousands of islands off its Baltic Sea coastline. 


Jean Sibelius was F e 
honored on a set | n la n d 
of postage stamps. 
National icon 
Through musical pieces such as 
Finlandia, the 20th-century Finnish 


composer Jean Sibelius helped his 
country discover its national identity. 


Telecom giant 

In the 19905, the Finnish 

company Nokia became a global 
telecommunications pioneer, selling 
millions of its Nokia cell phones. 


Finnish summer 

Afier a dark winter, families 
enjoy long, sunny summer 
days by spending time at 
lakeside cottages. 


Lapland in 

the north is the 
legendary home of 
Father Christmas. 


L 


The musher, or driver 
of the sled, controls the 
dogs by using spoken 

commands. 


Glass decor 
Finland is known for its art and design—in 
particular for furniture, lighting, fabrics, 
and glassware, such as these glass birds. 


The Australian 

Grand Prix trophy 

is lified by winner Kimi 
Ráikkónen in 2007. 


me! 


Helsinki lies 
TET insul 
^C $65. Gulf of Finland + on a peninsula. 
Grand Prix champ 0 125 km 
The Formula One driver : = erat 
. . aa m mites 
Kimi Räikkönen has won approximate scale) 


21 Grand Prix races. 


Dog sledding 
In winter, the Finnish 


countryside is perfect 
Jor dog sledding. 
This fun activity is Finland lies on the eastern 
enjoyed by young edge of Scandinavia, on 


and old alike. In the 
past, dogs were used ` 
to transport goods or 
people across the snow. 


the border with Russia. 

With three-quarters 

130,558 sq miles of the land covered in 
(338,145 sq km) forests, it is the most 

QD 5.8 million densely forested country 

© Helsinki in Europe. There are also 

Q Finnish, Swedish, about 188,000 lakes. 

Sami 


[9 Kópu Lighthouse 

lE sto n | a The oldest lighthouse in the Baltic 

States is Kõpu on the Estonian 

island of Hiiumaa. It has guided ` = 

Siberian flying squirrel the way for ships since 1531. *g 

Despite its name, this small species xxm 
of squirrel leaps rather than flies 

through the Estonian forests 


ies to escape predators. Tallinn is the country's 
w , 
argest and most 
populated city. 


Gulf of Finland 


Paldiskis y > —- Kunda e 
> $ TALLINN ES 2. Kohtla-Järve 
- A q „Kärdla; Vormi a ; apa* Rakvere ye ‘ 
2 Hiiumaa', Rapla Ty 4 ) . Narva*. 
e Az, ^ Haapsalu T "A à 
m Paide? Jg E 
: 4 —NO f A EA š 
à We E hl © Virtsu aJ POEM Lu. CHA. " Delivery robots - 
Si aressdalo LA ye : EN 7) Estonian engineers in 
u ä X ee ~ 3 i 
N Y Ww i A it parng ; E a > Tallinn have designed 
) à A Viljandi « Tarde Pajogi zx self-driving robots to 
t: 3 
Kinng oo, Ne. V LR EAS ? d z deliver packages, 
Kilingi-Nõmme ~ : 7 £z nU ; 
Pm A EDT het 33 shopping, or food. 
Ruhnu 8 " Ri ge - ig p ee 2 Ripinas 
: A Gu p | LATVIA N HE ; 
Estonian Song Festival © ' A Se nd f 
"n re Se Võru. 
Every five years, this festival zx f S P x 
in Tallinn showcases a group — P SOR ; Lak 4 
of 25,000 singers and hs Re 
» 1 : Suur Munamági 
dancers for an audience 0 50 miles 318 m (1.04350 


of nearly 100,000. 


Dancers 

in traditional 
clothing perform 
at the festival. 


Old Town in Tallinn 

The capital of Tallinn has an Old Town 
known for its medieval architecture, including 
St. Olaf's Church, which is believed to have 
been built around the 13th century. 


Estonia is the smallest of 
the three states on the Baltic 
Sea. It has many lakes and 
forests and is made up of 
17,463 sq miles more than 1,500 islands. 
(45,228 sq km) Estonia is one of the world's 
Q 1.2 million most digitally connected 
Q Tallinn countries, with almost all 

© Estonian, Russian | Services available online. 
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White storks 
The national bird 


Lithuania mew 


0 50 km 
| of Lithuania is the 
| white stork. There are 0 l 50 miles 
| more than 22,000 stork approximate scale) 


we Klaipeda ^ ^  / .,$iauliai 
Zemaiciy: FP 


nests across the country. 


Aukstums |e r 


e Panevėžys . 


/ e 
,Tauragé % P 
- “bus s Jurbarkas 
Saint Jonas's Eos im / Ad [A 
EA e Kaun 
Festival 9g) ^ 
Ex. On June 24, & Marjamas & Aukštojas Hill 
à Lithuanians a d E 294 m (964 ft) Trakai Island Castle 
i celebrate this ^o, E x y DWG d "Yu N The picturesque castle sits on | 
‘ midsummer festival by w, js ihe”? an island in Lake Galvé, attached | 
d UP : (9) uskinir i 
M singing, dancing, and Ao ee m " to the lakeshore by two bridges. 
wearing flower wreaths. we» pe 


i 


25,212 sq miles 
(65,300 sq km) 


"^ @2.7 million 
ff € Vilnius 


Q Lithuanian, 
Russian 


Lithuania is the largest of the Baltic 
states. It was the last country in 
Europe to adopt Christianity. Like 
Estonia and Latvia, it gained 
independence from Russia 

in 1991. 


rait 
Irbe Ši Cape 


5 f Kolka i > 
o Ventspils a y i a 
uN 4 EN Gulf of "m 
g i, Riga - i 
N A Venta Rapid : 1 2 ce sne'e- According to one legend, 
2S Kuldiga e DE eG 
*- Sn) 9 = - ow LA the flag is the blood-soaked 
m * Á ' SS) _ 77 Jūrmala e — Pp a sheet of a Latvian soldier. 
v 1 Liepajaz e f 4 *Saldus A 
Ah ^N -Jelgava * " ; 
i y E Va jee a Liban- s Vibrant Riga 
: Bauska ^^; ^ Alzkraükle' — ; = At the heart of the capital 
xi THU wa 2: E city of Riga is a medieval 
A S ; 
Latvian symbol NIA 0 Sokm N Old Town, known for its. 
Latvia's national flower is the 0 ' 50 miles id dedit and 
daisy, which grows wild in (approximate scale) USUI: d * 
summer and is featured in 
floral displays and bouquets. 


Latvia is known for its 
forests, beaches, and 
the Venta Rapid—the 
widest waterfall in Europe. 
The city of Ventspils in 24,938 sq miles 
the country’s northwest (64,589 sq km) 
is one of the busiest @ 1.9 million 
ports on the Baltic Sea. | @ Riga 

Q Latvian, Russian 


Polan 


European bison 
Although European 
bison were hunted to 
the point of extinction 


White-tailed eagle 

Poland's national bird is the 7 e 
white-tailed eagle. This large 

sea eagle is depicted on the national 

coat of arms wearing a crown. 
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in 1921, herds have 
successfully been 
reintroduced to 
Poland, especially 
in Bialowieza Forest. 


Corpus Christi " : 

f m Mid = i comes Mo X€X- Würss reborn 

alive : puolic holiday as ~ | l Poland's capital was badly 

y di e he ds ed girls | A I damaged in World War II, but the 
throw petals, and families come | lo historic old town was reconstructed 


together to share feasts. | 


X and a bustling modern city has 
grown up alongside. 


A large country in Central Europe, Poland is 
surrounded by seven other nations and the Baltic Sea. 
The north and central regions of the country are 
characterized by a vast plain, while to the south 
the Carpathian Mountains mark the border with 
Slovakia. Poland's main industries are farming, 
manufacturing, mining, and shipbuilding. 


captivated by the city. 


Wroclaw is a city 
on the banks of 
the Oder River. 


N 


f 0 50 km 
0 50 miles 


(approximate scale) 


The Mermaid 
This statue of a 
mermaid is an 
iconic symbol of the 
capital. Legend goes 
that a syrenka, or a 
mermaid, swam up 
the Wista River to 
Warsaw and became 


120,728 sq miles 
(312,685 sq km) 


(QD 38.3 million 
€ Warsaw 
Q Polish 


"m ‘ 
d ma TO " 
BALTIC Noc Em — Ah ^ 
SEA " : imu =a : aw Lee : 
owinski National Par ; DET. iyd 
e oot p [] 
tet On the Baltic coastline, this =~ A err T n 
national park features sweeping I 
Enitof dunes that move due to strong 
Gdańsk RUS siia winds, revealing the remains 
e (Kaliningrad) of centuries-old forests. 
P YEB “> a " is, 
i P, Y) de. 1 AT A Traditional dumplings 
fo 4 ^ i fore Py Ek NE F Popular in Poland, pierogi are 
) 52 Grudziądz ' ^ oy E a | eee y f savory dumplings stuffed with 
T" ays nd BE TERI e) o various fillings such as boiled 
pM ee, ews, ( m potatoes and fried onions. 
M Torun 2- r 
e 4 M 
Inowroctaw pros d Biatystok® E 
ET 1 Pye, Ptock E : n Pecan, 
3f. e. V |p te I BiatowieZa; © 
Eu r o p e*a h 5f ES Forest u 
. | f m 1 MC Biatowieza 
\ 4 Łowicz iemiatycze National 
\ pees F WARSAW AU gio. s Park 
“o Łódź (WARSZAWA) 
Je cA | Wieliczka Salt Mine 
Í j ž a y ; 
d pi a i EN ; { Located just outside 
[eS Czecha E CEN * US Br N Kraków, Wieliczka 
i AT D M blin Chetm $ produced table salt for 
4 A Kielcé S s ee, \ about 700 years before 
X UN ae qa \ zi Wyżyna : mining stopped in 1996. 
„Gliwice ad wie oh kA Eo Lubekska ^. Today, people can visit the 
 Katowiée-~ = wet? ; Ñ G ST mine for attractions such 
© Tychy....« : ^ V = as the grand St. Kinga’s 
: Bielsko: Beth TURON Cathedral, carved 
& entirely out of salt. 
EN 
N 
Y 
Q- Wawel Royal Castle 
The 14th-century castle of King Casimir III the 
Leder uude Great overlooks the southern city of Kraków, known 
and Sigismund's à A s noe 
Chapelarea part "Wi. 1 for its medieval center and Jewish quarter. 


of Wawel Castle. ma n 


E j 


Geography: Poland enjoys g Culture: Traditions based on Wildlife: While bears are rare, 

a rich landscape of forests, D local folklore and the festivals wolves, bison, wild boar, elk, 
mountains, lakes, rivers, of the Roman Catholic Church are and foxes can all be found here. Birds 
and beaches. part of everyday life. include white storks and eagles. 

History: After World War II, Natural wonders: The country Food and drink: Dumplings, 

Poland was allied to communist is home to the vast Białowieża stews, and sausages are all 
Russia. It became an independent forest and National Park, one of the popular Polish dishes, often served | 
republic in 1989. largest and oldest forests in Europe. with sauerkraut (pickled cabbage). | 


. - — ——2 
x H r 
So. * 3 
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Beethoven 

The 18th-century German 
composer Ludwig van 
Beethoven is remembered 
for many great musical 
works. Other famous 
German composers include 
J. S. Bach and J. Brahms. 


m m 
iow. a a 


ga ET 2 gr dt ft 

: Soccer fans a d i à í 
s remerhaye le 

X eee. The most popular sport in Germany : [. 


is soccer. The national team Q? 


Black Forest Oldenburg ə 
With evergreen trees and beautiful lakes, the Black has won the World Cup S Bremen? 
Forest is popular with tourists. It got its name from the Jour times. D 
dense conifers that appear almost black from afar. = 
| “be 3 D Osnabrück : 
Münster e VUA 
Kc Bielefeld > 


Düsseldorf ə 


Cologne ~ 3 
(one „Leverkusen 


Neuschwanstein Castle 

In the 19th century, King Ludwig II of Bavaria 
commissioned a castle near Munich in honor 
of composer Richard Wagner. The result was 
Neuschwanstein, a fairy-tale castle with E 
towers and turrets. $ jov 


hes [733 
T TL tu 


e x am Mai 


Neuschwanstein Castle was the 
inspiration for the Sleeping Beauty 
Castle at Disneyland. 


PIRH erühe aE 
Kc Sugar 
he Yn 


Sv wen, 


nstance bd 


Europe’s fourth-largest country is located in 
the northwest of the continent. Germany has the 
largest economy in Europe, thanks to a thriving 
industry, exporting cars, electronics, machinery, 
and other goods and services. The picturesque 
German landscape ranges from forests and 
mountains to rivers and valleys. 


137,846 sq miles 
(357,022 sq km) 


(D 80.2 million 
© Berlin 
Q German, Turkish 


Wind power 
More than 30,000 turbines 
are installed in wind farms 

across Germany, with 
plans for more. 


Beautiful Berlin 

The capital has a 
turbulent past, divided 
by the Berlin Wall 
from 1961 to 1989. 
Today this exciting city 
is known for galleries, 
museums, restaurants, 
and the Berlin opera. 


bu H 


«le ty 
b Bees, | Á F } A 


Gd "m =) 
ric 
e Keld . 9 Bal AKS 
‘A ST LAS 
NM Leda oco emat Sl 
LO p 
£ / 
* eHamburg. : 


© Schwerin Berlin was built in German tolk ta les 
the 13th century and Brothers Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm 
is now Germany’s published Grimms’ Fairy Tales in the 
largest city 18th century. This classic collection of folk 


tales includes Snow White, Sleeping 


Neubrandenburg 


Elbo 


~ Hanover o Beauty, and Hansel and Gretel. 
Coa di ais. Brandenburg i i 
. z BES E. kfurt E 
eh : à rankfurt an 
Raton Braunschweig | Potsdam oan. 
2 Magdeburg z 
emo * o 


A X ; a ae sae ° Dessau-Roßlau 
Th. zobtingen SA ile Cottbus ° 
Lipp E e Leipzig Car production 
Saan co ve: Germany is a global leader 
zs, Erfurt, Jena ~ Dresden. _ Görlitz : : 
2 NC pe yo Gera COND das E in luxury car production 
Sa ubi i BS b^ with famous makers, 
RET di ^ word pu including Volkswagen, 
Y 3 A. j 4 BMW, Audi, Porsche, 
x AE wr P 0 50 km and Mercedes-Benz. 
S e i a 0 ps 50 mil 
3 Se mites 
AP S Bai " i ed (approximate sca 
- 3 ^U ee c^ 
p EUN X2 N 
Euh. ux = Sy 
“Nuremberg = dee cY 
(Nürnberg) .$ - . ee 9 
S $ $ 
4 Mu T9; A a) 
pe - 36° Regensburg o5. I 
e QU Ip ue y o es 
-# ^ "ipod re RS s PASA 
5 - —-? Ingolstadt Vis, AC 
anus 3t Dy The accordion is a 
pean OM traditional instrument 
e Augsburg Passaue =o populat: t Germany. 
ADU: ; o — À 
Ve P Myurenen)s E ff N 
Kempt $ ; ( E CB ÁN 
e. TP AV 2 f ee A rod VE Wj Oktoberfest 
d NES Rh EET / 3 VN Millions of people flock to this annual 
— if Egy WEN folk festival in Munich. Oktoberfest celebrates 
s AUSTRI^ 3 a NN \ N Bavarian history over two weeks with 
2,962 m (9,718 ft) NN , AW WEU plentiful food, beer, music, and parades. 
ANNA 
Geography: The flatlands g Culture: Known as "the Wildlife: Wildcats and ibex 
of the north lead to the North land of poets and thinkers," roam in the nature reserves in 
Sea, while in the center and south are Germany is recognized for art, the south, while the north coast teems 
highlands, forests, and rivers. philosophy, and literature. with fish and sea birds. 
History: Germany was Natural wonders: Among Food and drink: Best known 
divided into East and West Germany's most scenic spots for sausages and specialty 
Germany after World War II. The are Urach Waterfall in Swabian Alb baked breads, the country also 
two countries reunited in 1989. and Lake Königssee in Bavaria. produces fine wines and beers. 
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Great masters 
The 17th-century Dutch 
painter Rembrandt van 


Europe 


is the most successful in history J 
with eight World Cup wins. 


, Sea 
Rijn is one of the country's ost 
great masters. His works Roe 
$ ` a 
include many self-portraits, En pa 
painted throughout his life. S ^ - 
1 
d OS Leeuwarden e Groningen — ^ = 
2° 
M Ex 
Q 
enned Boece if SO = 
oc b- 
e fe > Anne Frank 
The capital d Hoan Emmen e a The famous Jewish 
oe n 
-A ur a is ES hey diarist Anne Frank hid 
/ msterdam, but 6? dim. O : o. | 
; P n the parliament sits "yx oe V e Zwolle with her family iman 
A e J os See Amsterdam building | 
in The Hague. a RN 6 
íl AMSTERDAM » Zo : 
Dutch tulips Al E ae à during World War IT. | 
| The Netherland eem utc 2 | 
e Netherlands THE HAGUE æ Amersfoort ^ k 
has been the center of ('S-GRAVENHA\ Poe ase E Utrecht 5 Enschede * | 
the world’s cut flower & T GNO A Ld 5 dn P | 
dam 7 Arnhem 
market for centuries. Rotterdam — — Dordrecht ES 
1 TM Zz Waal Nijmegen = 6 id 
PEET Oosterhout - ei 
| © urd A Ro sendaal oe - Hertogenbosch), 0 20km 
| i reda N 
b diee € 4 “Tilburg E o 20 miles 
| EE £ N (approximate scale) | 
| e Eindhoven ) | 
| BELGIUM t nN Ay ^D 
= Be JA 
f N : b. v 
16,039 sq miles WEN. 
(41,543 sq km) F v 
x 
2 @ 17.3 million aie 
— e Picturesque waterways 


C» € Amsterdam and 
A The Hague 


Q Dutch, Frisian 


Almost half of the low-lying Netherlands 
has been reclaimed from the sea, 
creating farmland for cultivating flowers 
and raising cattle. This flat landscape 

, is known for its canals. 


Ai 


Vaalserberg 
322 m (1,056 ft) 


Amsterdam’s canals were once used to 
trade goods in the city, but now boats 
use these waterways to carry tourists. 


MANN 


mni 4] 3 E pn 


Belgium BB 


world's diamond Belgian chocolates 


edoin3 


p. E Belgium is the world's 

iamonds are cut ; 

eroi leading exporter 
of chocolates 

NATO such as pralines 

Based in Brussels, the North Atlantic Treaty N and truffles. 


Organization (NATO) is a military alliance À a " x 
between 29 countries from Europe Xt f a, z 


and North America. A 
sea . us NE T 
"Ha tegis" Ne 0 20 km 
Nw O ! x up. < 
Ostend ° Bruges 4 0 20 miles 


(Oostende) (Brugge) : een ^o (approximate scale) 
Antwerpen $ 
nders e Ghent 
pita _~ (Gent) 
C z 
* f 
i eod Schaerbeek : Gen 
ci BRUSSELS * eteuven Hasselt ® 
by (BRUSSELS v. 7 7, Botrange 
ve o BRUXELLES. —_*".° Wavre 2) Im 


m (2,277 ft) 


Tintin 

Comic books by the 
Belgian cartoonist |. 
Hergé featuring the ` 
adventures of Tintin 
have sold more than 

200 million copies 

since 1930. 1 1 


Walking tall 
In the past, locals 
had to walk on 
stilts due to floods, 
but now stilt walkers 
parade through 
cities just for fun. 


Atomium 
Standing 335 fi (102 m) tall, the 
Atomium is an iconic landmark and museum 
in Brussels. The nine spheres symbolize an iron 
crystal's atoms, magnified 165 billion times. 


11,786 sq miles 
(30,528 sq km) 


QD 11.72 million 
Q9 Brussels 


Q Dutch, French, 
German 


While much of Belgium is flat, to 

the south it is rocky and forested. 

It is one of the world's most densely 
populated countries and is visited 
by millions of tourists for its canals 
and chocolate. 
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UNITED KINGDOM 4 
; N | 
we x \ \ T A LE (o0 Calais © 


Paris lies on the Seine River 
in northern France. 


Edgar Degas English cnanne' uli X deHavre- 
This bronze sculpture ; a, * A 
is by the 19th-century Brest, EA. 
French artist Edgar ^e e ou 
Degas. He is famous į Lm O oper wane oe Versailles 


for realistic studies |. 


eLorient ` 
age le Mans e 
P" Orléans ¢ 


of ballet dancers, 
including pastels i 
Epa St-Nazaire? ~ — Loire Angers 
and paintings. ER Nantes Tours? 
Y 4 Bourges 
o A E D 
ats n Niort e Poitiers 2, 
m » E e. [2 
pe E la Rochelle 
z pd A a 
Café culture - ^ 
In French, café means “coffee.” While this Paris Limoges * 2 rmont- 
pss : : e errand'e 7 
café is known for the artists and thinkers who At the end of each is Si 
met to discuss their ideas, most people simply stage, the rider ees Em. 
drink and watch the world go by. with the fastest ° Bordeaux de x oe : T: 
overall time since a Se Sia Ü 
the race began ^N Lot th, tra 


gets to weara 
___ yellow jersey. 


0 100 km 
7 


0 100 miles 
(approximate scale) 


Château 
de Chambord 
Built in the 16th century 
as a royal hunting lodge, 
this château, near Orléans, 
has more than 400 rooms. 
Châteaux such as this are 
the historic residences of 
France’s nobility. 


Tour de France 

This grueling annual bicycle race 
was first held in 1903. It is made up 
of 21 stages over three weeks and 
covers 2,200 miles (3,500 km). 


[Fa] 248,573 sq miles 
(643,801 sq km) 


(QD 67.8 million 

© Paris 

Q French, other 
languages (+5) 


France is the largest nation in western Europe. 
The mainland is known as “the Hexagon,” while 
its island of Corsica was the birthplace of 

| Napoleon, a famous leader. The capital, Paris, 

| welcomes 20 million visitors every year. 


| j|... 
ne Pa 3 


Parkour 


B ^od Loose-fitting clothes = The sport of parkour 

& allow the participant to ; 
4 ; as founded in the 
G d l ii 
3 / jump and move freely... . : 
Lille o Paris suburbs in the 1980s. 
2 E BB It is a way of moving freely 

t-Quentin i ( over urban terrain by 

Charteville -Méziéres tunnas umon 
LUXEMBOURG & JUMPING, 


and climbing. 
Marne -Reims 


G 
Metz i ERMA yy 


ae 
ad N 
Sem Fake Strasbourg 
Troyes? Aw ^ 
QA 


* Auxerre 


e 
ES 


$4 


x) 

4 Eiffel Tower 

«X Designed by the engineer 
* Avidiion oe OF Gustave Eiffel, the Eiffel Tower 


was built in Paris in 1889. It 

stands 1,063 ft (324 m) tall 

and was the world’s tallest 
building until 1931. 


ow E 


e Montpellier- ~ 
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French perfume industry 
France has been known for perfume 
since the perfumers of Grasse, near Nice, 
first extracted fragrance from flowers. 


Geography: The country is bounded by 


and has Atlantic and Mediterranean coasts. 


History: France was ruled by kings 

until the French Revolution of 1789, 
when the monarchy was overthrown. The 
country first became a republic in 1792. 


g Culture: A leader in art, literature, film, 
the mountains of the Pyrenees and Alps SS and philosophy, France has world-famous wr z^ 


museums, such as the Louvre in Paris. 


Food and drink: Celebrated for its cuisine 
and fine wines, the country is famous for its 
variety of regional cheeses. 


Cóte d'Azur 
Beautiful resort towns such as Cannes, Nice, and 
Saint-Tropez are located along the part of the country s 
Mediterranean coast known as the Côte d'Azur 


Sweet treats 

French pastries and sweets—such 
as croissants, éclairs, and 
macarons—are known 
throughout the world. 


Macarons are almond 
meringues sandwiched 
with buttercream or jam. 


Fashion capital 
Paris has long been 
known as the fashion 
capital of the world. 
It is home to many of 
the big design houses, 
including Chanel, 
founded by Coco 
Chanel (right) 

in 1920. 


Sunflower farming 

Sunflowers are grown across southern 

France. Their heads are harvested for 
the seeds, which are pressed for oil. 


Canary Islands > Palencia e 
Lying off the coast of oe Valladolid Æ 
northwestern Africa, this 0 100 miles > © 
Spanish archipelago is made {approximate scale) 

up of seven volcanic islands. 


Teide Lanzarote * 
Santa 3,718 m (12,198 ft) -© Arrecife 


Cruz de@ La 5 
i .. Santa Cruz uerto del te 
arag f Palma | «S de Tenerife 2 Rosario Ns 
La Gomera 


we Las Werteventura — Y Cori 
/ Ww 4) Palmas - a i 
@ El Hierro Usate € Gran Canaria 
Moorish Palace ATLANTIC OCEAN 


The Alhambra is a magnificent fortified 
palace in the city of Granada. It was built by 


the Moors, Muslim settlers from North Africa 0 l 100 km g< Badajoz E 
who occupied parts of Spain until 1491. 0 i A s Se 
(approximate scale) Zafra* 2 Püertutitino 5 
^ E Pozoblanco b wes 
Fiery flamenco Qu. PEE TT ND er 
or 5o 
The flamenco dance T Ui Cortegana E te E Mo TOS 
NA : ] P T HA A 
originated in Andalusia, 4 | Guadatauivir bAa OAA 
southern Spain. lt features i hi M Jaén. . 
"fri ^ * Seville er a 
intricate arm ^ (Sevilla) P dex 


movements, 
rhythmic footwork, 
claps, and 

often castanets. 


Olvera 
LJ 


"6 Sra ^" d Granada e: 
uF 22 GSR E 


6 
Marbella 
Costa del Sol 


La Sagrada Família 
This unique church 

in Barcelona was 
designed by the architect 
Antoni Gaudí. lts 
construction began 

in 1882, and it is still 
being built! 


Seafood platter 

First made in Valencia, paella is now 
popular throughout Spain. It contains 
rice, seafood, and vegetables 
and is usually cooked in a 
wide, shallow pan over 
an open fire. 


Spain is separated from the rest of Europe by the Pyrenees 
Mountains to the north. In the south, Spain is just 8 miles (13 km) 
from Morocco, across the Strait of Gibraltar. In between range 
17 regions, each with its own character. Madrid, Europe’s highest 
capital city at 2,200 ft (670 m), sits right in the center of the country. 
The Spanish Balearic Islands lie in the Mediterranean Sea, and the 
Canary Islands are found far to the south, in the Atlantic Ocean. 
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Spain produces about 


f ge A 
(X 7. Almería e? 
MA or 
: Er 
Medit 
half of the wo 


oil—more than any 
other country. 


195,124 sq miles 
(505,370 sq km) 


@ 50 million 
Q Madrid 


O Spanish, Catalan, 
Galician, Basque 
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Tennis champion 
The Spanish tennis legend 
Rafael Nadal has won 19 
Grand Slam singles titles. 


e ja 
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„Zaragoza 
Pan ee Lleida 
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E a Ékche/Ehxe * e$ 
‘Murcia = 


the Balearic Islands, famous 
for its beaches and nightlife. 


A Las Fallas 
& Ibiza is the third-largest of In this annual festival in 

Valencia, people remember Saint 
Joseph—the patron saint of carpenters— 


Cathedrals beach 

Erosion by wind and sea has 
sculpted dramatic rock formations 
resembling cathedral arches at 
this beach to the west of Gijon 

in northwestern Spain. 


Minorca 
y =A, (Menorca) 
4; , 


= with parades, music, and fireworks. 

f Each neighborhood builds a The fallas are made 
sculpture called a falla, filled of cardboard and 
with firecrackers, which is ^ 2t € i papier-máché. 

Olive oil eventually burned. 


rid's olive 


Wild cats 

Iberian lynx live in the 
mountains of southern 
Spain. Once on the brink of 
extinction, conservation 
projects have saved 

this solitary cat. 


) 
^ 


Geography: A mountainous country 

with a central plain, Spain is wet 
and green in the north and hot and dry 
in the south. 


History: Spain was divided by 
civil war from 1936-1939 and then 
ruled by a dictator until 1975, when the 


monarchy and democracy were restored. 


"TN Wm De 


Culture: All over Spain, communities 
c celebrate local festivals, or fiestas, 
throughout the year. Easter is marked 

by Holy Week. 


Food and drink: Spain has a rich 

cuisine of seafood and meat dishes, 
but it is also popular to eat a range of small 
plates, known as fapas. 
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Cristiano Ronaldo 
S» This Portuguese striker s 
n Viana do'Ca: 
from Madeira is one of 2 
the best-known soccer players péyoa 
in the world. He has won 
four European 
Golden Shoes 


Portugal 


bd Lisbon’s trams 
© Bright yellow trams, known 


as remodelados, date back and the coveted 
to the 1930s and still carry Ballon d’Or 
passengers around Lisbon's five times. 


busy, and often hilly, streets. 


N 


f 


Figueira da 


Madeira Flower Festival 
Every spring, the Flower Festival 
takes place on the Portuguese 
island of Madeira. People 
wear flowers and 
decorate floral 
floats in parades 
» through the city 
‘of Funchal. 


^ eAbrantes .— — 
agus 


A «oo uu 
e e 
Santarém od 
k Portalegre ot 


Lisbon is the 
westernmost capital 
in mainland Europe. 


e Vendas Novas 


Estremoz, Elvase 
"Si. 
Serra d'0ss? 


Baía de 


e. e 
Sag, © Alcacer do Sal Evora Sig 


Record-breaking waves 

Some of the biggest waves 

in the world break onto the Q 

iM beaches at Nazaré, on M 
ui the coast west of Leiria. A 
The annual surfing > 
competitions held here 
are the ultimate test 
for surfers. 


wa N 
The waves can be as tall 


i 
j 
7 j 
as 80 ft (24 m)—the record Z7 »-- | 
for the tallest wave ever M Ayamonte 


; Cabo de " Á “Tavira 
surfed, in 2018. S8o Vicente Wee e NS 
© 
Gulf of 


Cadiz 


~o Grándola Portel | 


* Beja Barrancos | 
Aljustrel e 


^ Odemira e Ourique 


NQ pr P ues ° Mértola” Q 


< eM -Almodóvar | 


P " 


© Portimão ~ 


—— 


35,556 sq miles 
(92,090 sq km) 


@ 10.3 million 
€ Lisbon 
Q Portuguese 


Lying alongside Spain in the Iberian Peninsula in Europe, 
Portugal has a long, windswept Atlantic coastline. In the 
15th and 16th centuries, explorers set out from here to 
discover the unknown lands to the west, passing Cabo 
de São Vicente, Europe's southwesternmost point. More 
than 600 miles (1,000 km) away, in the Atlantic Ocean, lie 
the Portuguese islands of Madeira and the Azores. 


Balt 
ai. 


SRS 


z ATLANTIC OCEAN 300 km 


0 30 miles Azores — 
Corvo 0 


300 miles 


Flores’ m^ big rorcois (approximate scale) LISBO 
| 


Fan Ponta Delgada 
São Miguel N 


" Santa Maria 


Ponta do Pico 
2,351 m (7,713 ft) 


Pico f" 


Islands of Portugal 

The Portuguese islands of 
Madeira and the Azores in the 
Atlantic Ocean are volcanic in origin. 


Madeira 
@ | Porto Santo 


Funcha 
u Tinas Desertas 


Decorative tiles 


At, PA Casa da Música A Glazed ceramic tiles known as azulejos are often 
JL Ai A 3 D The building has SA 
Oa 7 The unique Casa da Música sharpy angiea used to decorate buildings. Most are blue, and some 
2 * Guardas => concert hall opened in the concrete walls. depict scenes from Portuguese history, such as on 
ry, 2 oncrete wi E 
EA city of Porto in 2005. It this wall at Porto's São Bento Railway Station. 
Viigo! ~ y 
os 2S E can hold an audience of | 
EC = about 1,300 people. Prince Henry the 
P $ Q Navigator helped 
d ^X o launch Portugal's 


"Age of Discovery." 


Monument to the Discoveries 
This famous monument on the seafront in Lisbon 


Portuguese rooster 
According to local legend, 


roosters are considered honors key figures from Portugal's 'Age of 
lucky. Painted figurines Discovery,” a period starting in the 15th century 
of roosters are sold when explorers, mapmakers, and scientists 


as souvenirs. voyaged over oceans to find unknown lands. 


Palacio da Pena 

This brightly colored 
royal castle sits on a hill 
overlooking the town of 
Sintra, to the west 
of Lisbon. 


Wildlife: Iberian wolves and 
lynx roam the mountains, and 


Culture: Portuguese traditions 


Geography: Portugal has more g ie 
include fado music— 


than 500 miles (850 km) of 


coastline. It is rocky in the north, 
with most farmland in the south. 


History: Once a global 

empire, the monarchy was 
deposed in a revolution in 1910, 
and Portugal became a republic. 


melancholy songs accompanied by 
guitars—and popular festivals. 


Natural wonders: The Grutas 

de Mira de Aire caves near 
Leiria and Madeira’s laurel forests 
stand out for their beauty. 


wild boars and deer the countryside. 
Dolphins swim the Atlantic waters. 


Food and drink: Portugal is 

famous for its sweet custard 
tarts and seafood dishes, such as 
salt cod and grilled sardines. 


Maltese filigree 
In the ancient art of filigree, 
artisans weave delicate 


N jewelry from fine gold 
—— " 0 5 km : and silver threads 
= 7 to 

0 5 miles A 
(approximate scale) o 

r4 j (Kemmuna) e 2 e The eight-pointed cross 

o . 9 is a common symbol 
Mellieħa 2 , : 
Painted boats X E x in Maltese filigree. 
e b. e 

Colorful Maltese fishing Pea b. T Suum 
boats called luzzus can be ; alta 5 ue Lagoon 


seen in the popular fishing 
village of Marsaxlokk. 


The islands of Malta, 
Gozo, and Kemmuna, 
together with smaller islets, 
form the country of Malta. 
Over the course of its history, 


122 sq miles 


P 

Ta Dmejtek 
“Si 
x" 


Bru “Sliema 
ee JR VALLETTA 


Pa ola" Zabbar 
f 3 - Märsaxlokk 
| med: ‘Birekbougs wE 


and Kemmunett islet is a 

bay with clear, turquoise | 
waters that is popular with 
swimmers and snorkelers. 


Between Kemmuna | 
| 
| 
| 


Filfla 


(316 sq km) this archipelago has 
© 457,300 attracted foreign powers 
@ Valletta such as the Phoenicians, 


Q Maltese, English 


-— Luxembourg 


dn nm 


EEE 


Fortress on a rock g ke m o 
Built between the 11th and > ge WU E m 
14th centuries, this grand " whee Ki 3 P] Bird whistles 
castle stands high over Lobes S¥ E Z Every Easter Monday, 


Romans, and British. 


Moules marinière 
Despite being landlocked, 
mussels cooked in a white 
wine sauce is a popular 
dish in Luxembourg. 


bird-shaped whistles are 
sold for the celebration 
of Emaischen. y 


the town of Vianden in 
northern Luxembourg. 


Fo 


E NE ^ í 4] 

"o5 57 RA 
| BS Diekirch — ^ “V 

m c Arr ae 


Tole, Grevenmacher 


Ke PX The handcrafted 
Pétange Remich ; Q^ ceramic whistles are 
Dudelange called péckvillercher. 


FRANCE N 


0 15 km 
0 15 miles 
(approximate scale) 


998 sq miles 
(2,586 sq km) 


@ 628,400 
Q9 Luxembourg 


Landlocked Luxembourg is one of the 
tiniest countries in Europe but also 
among the world's richest nations. Banking 
and insurance and a growing internet 


Q Luxembourgish, businesses make it very wealthy. 


German, French 


The circular tower 
was added in the 
12th century. 


2,943 m 
(9,656 ft) 


= Andorra lé 


Ancient church 

Situated outside the capital 
is Santa Coloma d’Andorra, 
one of the oldest churches 
in the country. It dates back 
to the 8th century 


Forest dweller 

The mountain forests are 
home to European pine 
martens. They hunt small 
N mammals and birds. 


` $: 
-—4 
r Q E C4 


edoin3 


Andorra la Vella is 
located 3,356 ft (1,023 m) 
above sea level. 


Madriu-Perafita-Claror Valley 

This stunning, steep-sided valley cut by a 

glacier, not far from La Vella, makes up 
almost 10 percent of the country, 


= 


7 miles 
(approximate scale) 


Ws } 
if —-— OF High in the 
X p. j Pyrenees Mountains 
/ J between France and Spain 


lies the small nation of 

180 sq miles Andorra. Many tourists visit 
(468 sq km) the country for trekking 

@ 77,000 and skiing and the 

€9 Andorra la Vella ancient churches. 


Q Spanish, Catalan, 
French, Portuguese 


Monaco Grand Prix 


Every year, the streets of 
Monaco are closed so Grand O n ^ | C O 


Prix races can be held, such as 


Formula 1 and the GP2 race f 
o goo metres Gleaming coast 
shown here. n ; 
0 700 yards Monaco's best-known 
approximate scale) neighborhood is Monte 


Grand Prix circuit, y C E Iw Carlo. Casinos and lavish 
t R 7 Lycée de ~ ’ $ 
í ò _ l'Annonciade ¿ hotels sit alongside a 
N pom Musée National | ‘os 
pa AS iN arvotto 27 p j spectacular harbor. 
E Casino : mi 
. Palais... (-. Monte~gentre de Congrè 
Princier _ rlo] a 
' = "we! Port of 5 e 
. 4 ^ ed * ms Mor n 
0.7 sq miles 4 ontvieille | E o? 
‘tel r 
(2 sq km) edit 
© 39,000 
€ Monaco 
a Q French, English, 


Monégasque, Italian 


The world’s second-smallest 
country lies on the Riviera— 
the Mediterranean coastline in 
southeastern France. Many of the 
wealthiest people in the world live 
here, since residents pay no income tax. 


Europe 
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Pizza Aa 

This famous flatbread baked  , E | 
with tomato, mozzarella 

cheese, and other savory 

toppings originated in 

Naples in the 18th century. 


Ruins of Pompeii 

In 79 ce, the volcano of Vesuvius, near 
modern-day Naples, erupted, covering the 
city of Pompeii in ash. A visit to the site 
today is like traveling back to ancient Rome. 


The boot-shaped country of Italy 
stretches 500 miles (800 km) into the 
Mediterranean Sea, with a coastline of 
4,600 miles (7,500 km). Its great cities, 
such as Rome, Florence, and Milan, 
are world-famous centers of historic 
art and architecture. 


The Colosseum 
The largest amphitheater in the Roman Empire 

E was the Colosseum. This dramatic location for bloody 
aes y 1. battles between gladiators still stands today in Rome. 


Italy’s second-largest city, 
Milan is a center of fashion, 
design, and industry. 


Mont Blanc ^ 
4807m . 
(15,771 ft) 


-] Vespa scooter 


¥ Venice 
: . (Venezia) 


e mara i 


s 
e Ravenna 


ARINO 


Sea 


Italy's iconic motor 
scooter is popular with 
young people navigating 0 50 km 
the busy traffic in cities i eM 
such as Rome. (approximate scale) Ww 


Cagliari ^ 


- 


(P 


Michelangelo 

This sculpture of 
Moses was made by the 
Italian Renaissance artist 
Michelangelo in 1504. 


Spectacled salamander 
Found only in southern Italy, this 
amphibian displays its red tummy to 
warn potential attackers. 


116,348 sq miles 
(301,340 sq km) 


@ 62.4 million 
€ Rome 


Q Italian, other 
languages (+4) 


City of islands and waterways 


Adriatic The city of Venice was established on 118 islands 
Sea in a lagoon in northern Italy. Gondolas and 
Misco motorboats ferry people up and down 


the canals of the city. 
Bari 
BB rindisi The tambourine 
L is a vital part 
ay fete of this dance. 
e ^ en dlenn 
Naples ^. 
(Napoli) - Gulf E à 
J 
Capri E 
n Misronto Tarantella 
A folk dance for couples, 


by a tarantula 


JE Reggio di spider's bite. 
7 Calabria 
e" NN. ionian Sea 
5 PEDERE hae Eas 
Men fsi ici 7 y (10,912 ft) 
ha a s. "(Sicilia 7 999059 *, ^ italian Grand Prix 
" d This Formula 1 race has been 
Me E». a y held since 1921 ona racetrack 
/1 erra, 937 near Monza, north of Milan. 
Sea With 20 victories, Scuderia 


Ferrari is the most successful 


team on this circuit. 


Lenovo 


Geography: The Italian peninsula 

extends from the mountains of the 
Alps in the north to the island of Sicily 
in the south. 


History: Once the heart of the 

Roman Empire, Italy fragmented 
into medieval city-states and kingdoms 
before unification as a country in 1861. 


the tarantella has fast, 
lively steps. According 
to legend, this dance 
started out as a cure for 
hysteria brought on 


Italian vineyards 
Vineyards grow 
over the 20 regions 
of Italy, and the 
wine produced from 
their grapes is one 
of the country s 
major exports. 


Leonardo da Vinci 

The Italian artist Leonardo 
da Vinci was also a scientist 
and inventor, who drew this 


|» | 
Parmigiano-Reggiano 

Known for its nutty taste, this 
hard cheese is grated over 


many pasta and rice dishes 
to add flavor. 


- Leaning Tower of Pisa 


Measuring 183 ft (55.9 m) on its highest 
side, this iconic tower began to lean as 
soon as construction started in 1173. 


Culture: Celebrated for its ancient and 
D Renaissance art and architecture, 
Italy was also the birthplace of opera and 
is now famous for its movies and fashion. 


Food and drink: Italy’s healthy diet 

is known for its pasta, tomatoes, 
olive oil, and fish but has many regional 
variations based on local produce. 
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H Vatican City 


This part of the Vatican Gardens 
ceiling shows God More than half of 
creatine Anan Vatican City is made up 
the first man. ; 
of gardens with many 
A a statues, fountains, 
metres 
z and grottoes. 
0 150 yards 
approximate scale) 


Swiss Guard 
Since the 16th century, armed 


Main Entrance 


MH f Belvedere 
Sistine Chapel Palace guards in traditional uniform 
The Sistine Chapel was built g T have protected the pope and 
in the Vatican Palace during the a v E Vatican City 


15th century. The ceiling features — N 
vast wall paintings by the Italian 
artist Michelangelo. 


Halberds are ceremonial 
weapons carried by the 
Swiss Guards. 


Belvedere 
« Courtyard 


Apostolic 
Palace 


St Peter's 
Square 


\ 
| 
+ pem 


à Pope Francis 
Born in Argentina 


s in 1936, Pope Francis 
p" a j is the current head of 
the Catholic Church. 


St. Peter’s Basilica is 
the largest church 


R in the world. 


iog 


Coins from the Vatican 
w. The country adopted the 
X euro as currency in 
2000 but produces 

its own euro coins, 
some of which 

show the Pope. 


taf 


St. Peter’s Square 
Up to 300,000 people are able to gather in St. Peter's 
Square to listen to the pope speak. It takes its name 

from Saint Peter, who Catholics consider the first pope. 


bi 


E T 


0.17 sq miles Located within the Italian capital of 
(0.44 sq km) Rome is Vatican City, the smallest 
© 1,000 country on Earth. This tiny city-state 
Q None is home to the Pope, the head of 

Q Italian, Latin the Roman Catholic Church. 


1000; 1000 
@: vy, Stamps e 
ig GQ) Son Marino has produced its an M arino | 
Hiz own stamps since 1877, and (^ 
. M. 


they are much prized 


fw 


AN 
adii 


by collectors. 


T y -~ Falti jadi 2 
SAN MARINO: SAT < A \ ; Q Falciano l Piadina a ; E. 
A No. p82" Dogana An Italian specialty 4 FELAN ’ 
S Selem ~ flatbread called piadina is — = p” 
(sGuafliguiblo AEN. = ten throughout San Mari 
Oger Cailungo ~ Fiorina J  « eaten throughout San Marino. 
© Domagnano KR It is folded and filled with 


j ‘ty j ; SAN 5157 ne delicious cheeses and meats. 
San Marino City is a medieval MARINO Pug 
o 


town with cobbled streets. 
Mount Titano 


739 m (2,425 ft) / 
D. + 9 
2 aetano e 
2 


; Murata” 4 à 


/ e Chiesanuova e " 4 
á 
LY Montegiardino 


WE = ` 
ITAL |) Il "ih 0 2 miles . 
J iMi approximate scale) E f 


Fortress of Guaita 
On top of the lofty Mount Titano sits 

the Fortress of Guaita, which was built in the 
11th century. It overlooks San Marino City. 


24 sq miles 
(61 sq km) 


@ 34,232 
®© San Marino City 
Q Italian 


The landlocked, mountainous 
nation of San Marino sits within Italy’s 
borders and ranks among the world’s 
smallest countries. Its constitution 
was adopted in 1600, making it one 
of the oldest republics. 


Andreas Wenzel 

The country’s best- 
known athlete is Olympic 
and World Cup skier 
Andreas Wenzel. 


e Ruggell. 


© 
Gamer — SL) 


© © Mauren 


® Eschen 
eN [ 
o Y 


62 sq miles 
(160 sq km) 


Q 39,137 
Q Vaduz 


Q German, Alemannish 
dialect, Italian 
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Gi uspitz| ll 
2,599 m (8,527 ft) 


Between Austria and Switzerland is 
the small country of Liechtenstein. 
It is known for its mountain slopes, 
alpine villages, forests, and 

medieval castles. 


Spring flowers 

A mild climate allows wild flowers 

to grow in the alpine meadows of 

Liechtenstein in spring and summer. 

0 3 miles These include blue gentians and 
approximate scale) yellow globeflowers. 109 


Alpine ibex 

The rocky slopes of the 
Swiss Alps are home to 
the Alpine ibex. These 


Matterhorn 
The pyramid-shaped peak 
of the Matterhorn rises 14,692 ft 


wild goats have padded n : 
s P (4.478 m) high. It is the most 
hooves that make them : e 
i recognizable mountain in the Alps. 
expert climbers. 
GER MANY á Schaffhausen 
e Basel . R o, Lo 
f : | / Frauenfeld <% 
More than half of Lake i -A e Liestal keri TW - g Zürich is the largest 
Geneva is in Switzerland, # =< *Delemont . NS Winterthur OF city in the country. 
and the rest is in France. As r IA, Asi ak Zürich le Sankt Gallen 
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Las Fare Biel Solothurn - 
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{ EE 
we 1^ eieuchatel o^ 


a A Yverdon- 


AY ieriegue m 
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d L n 
ô 251m E ado neg 
0 25 miles 4 27 
(approximate scale) Á AN eran 
' efGeneva b T. : 
(Genéve) d P 
FRANCE : 
Y s 


nn 
p^ tae Zermatt ITALY ; 
x Swiss chocolate 
Matterhorn Dufourspitze Famous for its smooth texture and superior 
marem "TM taste, Swiss chocolate is enjoyed worldwide. 
The country produces about 220,000 tons of | 
The particle accelerator at CERN is chocolate per year from many brands, 
called the Large Hadron Collider. including the distinctive 
PN Io B o0 Toblerone bar. 
LEROWe i 
$ Bern's Old Town er N 
The Swiss capital has a 


town center full of medieval 
landmarks, including the 
Kafigturm, a gate tower 
that once served 
as a prison. 


Nuclear research 

Located near Geneva, CERN is a major 
center for nuclear research. It is home to 

the world's largest particle accelerator (a 
machine that studies atoms), which is 

17 miles (27 km) long. 


15,940 sq miles 
(41,285 sq km) 


@ 8.4 million 


© Bern 


Q German, Swiss- 
German, French, 
other languages (+2) 


Nestled in the Alps and bordered by 
the Jura range to the northwest, this 
- country is famous for its ski resorts 

WS TH, but also for watches and chocolates 
3 and as a center for banking. 


SE a ndo im 


Ski jumping 


E ) in the Alpine valleys of 
northwestern Slovenia. 
Many ski jumpers from 
this country have set 
world records at the 
Winter Olympics. 


Triglav 
2,864 m (9,396 ft) 


Skis are spread in 
a V formation, to 
achieve the longest 
possible jump. 


Carniolan honey bee 0 


This sport is very popular 


Slovenia 


Tasty treat 
A traditional treat in Slovenia 
is potica. This rolled dough 
filled with walnut paste 
Sa is eaten during 
^ Easter and 

other festivals. 


Lake Bled 
Visitors flock to this glacial lake to 
the southeast of Jesenice. At its center 
lies an island with a beautiful church, 
while a medieval castle overlooks 

its waters from a nearby hill. 


Sacred symbol 

The linden leaf is an 
important symbol 

of Slovenia. In the 
past, linden trees 


Beekeeping is an important 
Slovenian tradition. The native 
Carniolan honeybee is highly 
prized by beekeepers. 


annual street 


Slovenia is one of the greenest 
countries in Europe, with more 
than half of its area covered in 
forests. The snow-covered Julian 
Alps in the north has the country's 
highest peak, Mount Triglav, 
which is a national symbol. 


®© Ljubljana 
Q Slovenian 


(approximate scale) 


Ana Desetnica Festival 
Circus performers, musicians, 
and dancers perform in this 


the capital city of Ljubljana. 


7,827 sq miles 
(20,273 sq km) 


Q 2.1 million 


were planted to 
mark where village councils 
gathered for discussions. 


25 miles 


theater festival in 


Lipizzaner horses 

For more than 400 years, the 

famous Lipizzaner horses have been bred 
at the Lipica stud farm in the southwest of 
Slovenia. These beautiful gray horses are 
trained to perform at equestrian shows. 
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Austria 


The Austrian flag 
has been used 
since 1230 and is 
among the world’s 
oldest flags. 


Alpine skiing 

Austria has about 400 
ski resorts. Kitzbiihel 

is home to the famous 
downhill race on the 
Hahnenkamm mountain. 


Europe 


Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart 
This 18th-century Austrian 
musician composed his first work Í 

at the age of 5. He had written more ans 

than 620 pieces of classical music 
by the time he died at the age of 35. 


© Bpregenz 


A"! N fede re 

[ 
Tauéra NN 
Grossglockner 


3,798 m 
(12,461 ft) 


0 50 miles 
approximate scale) 


Dancing horses 

More than 450 years old, the 
Spanish Riding School in Vienna 
is the oldest riding academy in the 
world. It trains horses to perform 
acrobatic movements, such as this 
forward jump called the curvet. 


Mountain lakes 
Many lakes lie between the peaks of the 
Austrian Alps, carved out of the landscape by 
glaciers. The beautiful Vorderer Gosausee near 
Salzburg lies at a height of 3,061 ft (933 m) 
above sea level. 


Linze 


Wels ẹ 
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urg ^ = — 
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Kunst Haus Wien 

In the 20th century, the 
Austrian-born artist and 
architect Friedensreich 
Hundertwasser designed 
several unique buildings, 
including this museum 
in Vienna that holds 
exhibitions of his and 
other artists" works. 


C2 
E - 5 
Pct nicins H ‘A Vienna sits on 
f the banks of the 
f & e Danube River. 
Y Krems an S Laa an der Thaya 
der Donau _ 2a, 
t r ee ado fDonauj 
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VIENNA 
- < (WIEN) 


Sankt Pólten * 


32,382 sq miles 
(83,871 sq km) 


(D 8.9 million 
Q3 Vienna 


Q German, other 
languages (+3) 


Almost two-thirds of Austria 
is mountainous, with the dramatic 
peaks, glaciers, and sloping meadows 
of the Alps dominating the landscape. 
But the country is also known for its 
palaces, art, and classical music. 


tah WIEN 


| Sports star 

| Czechia has produced many great 
tennis players. Petra Kvitová has 
won 27 singles titles, including two 
Wimbledon Championships. J 


0 50 miles N Astronomical Clock 
(approximate scale) This medieval clock has 


ope Me 


— E a struck the time in Prague 
er com Ou wise ; eae since 1410. It is an astronomical 
d qe a Rios p nad. d g (0299 fü clock, which means it not only 


^ marks the hours but also the 
mer p movements of the sun, 
ie moon, and stars. 
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ô Winding walkway 


P Jinariehúv d rs > s The Sky Walk is a wooden 
A; à Ee UTEZI s Ay m walkway in the mountain 
AL x ES pL 3 resort of Dolni Morava. 
E Znojmo |. * Reaching a height of 180 ft 
^N. (55 m) above the ground, 

Y 


it offers majestic views 
of the Morava Valley 


Officially known as 
the Czech Republic, 


LZ Glassmaking 


= Czechia is renowned 


for the quality of its 
glassmaking, a tradition 
heart of Europe that dates back to the 


and is known for its 13th century These 


Czechia lies in the 

castles, medieval 30,450 sq miles vases (left) are from 

towns, and several (78,867 sq km) poseen 

spa sites. Prague, @ 10.7 million 

the capital, is known Q9 Prague Charles Bridge 

as the “City of 100 Q Czech, other This famous bridge over the Vitava 

Spires” for its many languages (*7) River in Prague is lined with statues. It T 

churches and towers. connects the Old Town with the busy V 
| Malá Strana district (seen here). í 


| 


ium Slovakia 


Painted houses 

Traditional log houses in the village of 
Ciémany in northern Slovakia have 
been preserved for their unusual 
geometric decorations. The 

ms patterns were originally 
M" painted in mud and lime 
by local women. 


Europe 


Easter eggs 
Decorating eggs is 
an Easter tradition in 
Slovakia. They can be 
dyed or hand-painted 
like the ones here. 


The fujara is held 
upright while played. 


50 km 
50 miles X \ 
(approximate scale) ee Y 
Cue at o r N 
E 3 í E. 
Senica R - $ 


The open flower 
petals curve 
backward. 


18,933 sq miles 
(49,035 sq km) 


@ 5.4 million 
© Bratislava 


O Slovak, Hungarian 
(Magyar), Czech 


its Gerlachovsky Stit 


(1.8 m), with each stem 
holding up to 50 bowl-shaped 
«s. flowers. These flowers grow 
34x wild on the slopes of the 
Carpathian Mountains. 


Towering peaks 

The Tatra Mountains mark 
Slovakia's border with Poland. 
The sharp peaks and lakes are the 
habitat of lynx, chamois (alpine 
goats), marmots, and eagles. 
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2,655 m (8,711 ft) 
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e Komárno N N Mountain bears 
1 6 j j 
Playing idc puro HU N A growing population of more than 
Originally played ty a thousand brown bears roams 
à the Tatra Mountains. They break % 
Slovakian shepherds, : 4 
f up rocky ground with strong f 
the fujara flute can E 
claws to find food. ; 
now be heard at Wild blooms 
local festivals. The Turk's cap lily can 
grow to a height of 6 fi 


Slovakia became an independent nation 
in 1993. Its mountainous landscape is 
dotted with historic castles. The capital 
city of Bratislava has a well-preserved 
Old Town. 


Hungary 


Nagy Magyar Alfold is the 
name given by Hungarians to 
the Great Hungarian Plain. 


With an area of 231 sq miles Kékes 
(598 sq km), Lake Balaton is d E ye, 
the largest lake in Central Europe. i 


Hungarian flavor 


The national spice is paprika, «8! A 
nee S ^ Uk 
which is made from ground hot, m^ 4 
sweet red peppers. It is featured in £ A 
traditional dishes such as F ; Aa 
goulash, a beef soup. FS e Nyiregyhaza 
Debrecen 
LJ 
Szolnok à ka 
| © N 
Kecskemét, Gréat | ; ; S 
j of í Q9 
Kaposváre: v" Hungarian 
5 iy^ A 1 e N 
v D. SAC SK Tak hs ské 
ý bs gau, re P¥ain Békéscsaba 0 | 50 km 
iid NT ais I 
2) : Szeged ex Makó 0 50 miles 
N Z [3 » (approximate scale) 
Water polo 


Striking floral 
designs are the most 
common pattern. 


Both the Hungarian men's and women's 
national teams excel at the sport of water 
polo. The men's team has won 15 Olympic 


Hungarian embroidery 

Folk art enjoyed a revival in 
19th-century Hungary as the 

nation found its identity. Embroidered 
costumes are worn for celebrations. 


Rubik’s Cube 
In 1974, the Hungarian inventor 
Ernő Rubik created the Rubik s 
Cube—a color-coded 3-D puzzle 
toy. More than 400 million 
Rubik's Cubes have been 
sold worldwide. 


35,918 sq miles 
(93,028 sq km) 


@ 9.8 million 
©) Budapest 
Q Hungarian (Magyar) 


Known by its people as the “Land of 
Magyars,” this country lost two-thirds 
of its land after World War I. Today, it is 
known for folk art, music, and thermal 
baths as well as Lake Balaton. 


Budapest 

The Danube River divides the city in 
two. On the west bank lies quiet Buda, 
(on the left) with Pest (on the right). home to Buda Castle and the Old Town. 
Across the river is lively Pest, where the 


The Széchenyi Chain Bridge is 
one of eight bridges linking Buda 


Parliament and shopping district lie. 


KU Serbia 


The Foremother is a 


wo fish-themed sculpture 
The coat of arms 
2 about 9,000 years old. 
e has a two-headed 
i eagle on a red shield. 
: Subotica 0 50 km 
l : z 
-Sombor Q 0 50 miles 
S kms (approximate scale) 
Vojvodin ad 
w The capital — Lepenski Vir 
Novi Sad Zrenianin Belgrade is built The archaeological site of 
"- — o) — on hilly terrain. m 
dieu, Lepenski Vir on the banks of the 


Danube River is one of the oldest 
> settlements in Europe. The site has 
revealed several well-preserved 
sculptures and buildings. 


Gray wolf 
The national animal of Serbia 
is the gray wolf It is featured in 
local poetry and mythology. 


Midzor 
2,169m 
(7,116 ft) 


Raspberry 
Serbia is one of 
the world's leading 

raspberry producers. 

The berries are mostly 
grown in the western 
part of the country. 


Djokovic holds his trophy 
after winning the 2011 US 
Open Tennis Championship. 


Grand Slam 

Serbian tennis ace Novak Djokovic 
has 17 Grand Slam titles to date. 
His talent for tennis was spotted 
when he was just four years old. 


Serbian national parks 

Serbia has five national parks. In the 
mountains east of Uzice is Tara National Park, 
known for the Drina River canyon (below). 


29,913 sq miles 
(77,474 sq km) 


175 J (Q7 million 


* Q9 Belgrade 
Y Q Serbian, Hungarian 
(Magyar) 


The central European nation of Serbia 
was one of the five countries that made 
up the former republic of Yugoslavia. 
Its capital, Belgrade, has been inhabited 
for more than 7,000 years. It lies 

on the Danube River, which flows a 
distance of 365 miles (588 km) in Serbia. 
116 


Croatia — 


Windsurfing 

The strong winds along the 
Croatian coastline make perfect 
conditions for windsurfers. 
Many international windsurfing 
competitions are held here. 


Pula Arena 


Built in the Ist century sce in Pula, this Roman 
amphitheater was used as a battleground for The capital Zagreb 
gladiators. It could hold up to 23,000 spectators. lies on the Sava River. 
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Plitvice Lakes National Park 
This vast nature reserve has many 
waterfalls, including the 52 ft (16 m) 
tall Galovački Buk waterfall. 


Griffon vulture 
—— Dinara With a wingspan of NS 
(6,007 ft) up to 8.7 ft (2.65 m), the NS 
griffon vulture is among the ~~ 
world's largest birds. It nests P > 
on the northern islands, ^ 
including Cres and Krk. 


21,851 sq miles 
(56,594 sq km) 


~ @ 4.2 million 
Q$ Zagreb Vis 
Q Croatian 


i 


hor 


. 3 4 SN 
Croatia has 3,700 miles (6,000 km) of Walled city i i 


Adriatic coastline, as well as idyllic | Overlooking the Adriatic Sea in southern 
islands and national par ks, making it Croatia is Dubrovnik, known for the stone 
popular with tourists. The country was walls, red-roofed buildings, and historic forts 

a part of Yugoslavia until 1991. of the Old Town as well as its popular beaches. 
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LN | Bosnia and 


Herzegovina 


Natural spring 

The Vrelo Bune spring feeds from a 
cliff cave into the Buna River at Blagaj, 
a scenic spot with a monastery. 


19,767 sq miles 
(51,197 sq km) 


(QD 3.8 million 
Q9 Sarajevo 


Q Bosnian, Serbian, 
Croatian 
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This country is made up of the two 
regions of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
It has popular ski slopes, striking 
waterfalls, and the historic city of 
Mostar, a mix of Ottoman architecture 
and modern street art. 


CR 
p ~~ ^ o A T 
(epoca te” Cc f 4 Outdoor chess 
i ga E j s Giant chess boards are scattered 
Sa 


j around the streets and parks of 


gna : 
OY Banja Luka@ OES Sarajevo so locals can challenge 
AN HS, eee gi Og OS each other to a game. 
M 5 dX Án. eeu datas r 
gh? Ay ^ _Bijetina 
x ~ ee RA 
scele VPE "^ SH 
r tou Moun t ais 
iv; aN de . S Zvornik e SERBIA 
LESA ere gts ^ 
B LN Fae v ty 0 40 km 
xe Es; 
‘ vw D p. Diy’ Srebrenica « ON 3 ek 
miles 
[Ee ^ 1 Loue (approximate scale) 


X Mostar- Standing 574 fi (175 m) 
[) 


tall, the Avaz Twist 


N Connected capital 
Dating back to 1885, Sarajevo's tram 

f network is thought to be one of the 
oldest in Europe. A total of 95 trams 
connect different parts of the city. 


Spectacular bridge 
Meaning "Old Bridge," Stari Most links 
the two halves of the city of Mostar. 
Fearless divers jump off the bridge into 
the Neretva River, 75 ft (23 m) below. 


River rafting 

With more than 11 miles (18 km) of 
fast-flowing rapids, the Tara River is a 
popular spot for white-water rafting. 


5,333 sq miles 
(13,812 sq km) 


(D 609,900 
Q9 Podgorica 


Q Montenegrin, Serbian, 
other languages (+3) 


of Montenegro represents unity 


between church and state. 


The capital Podgorica 
sits at the meeting point 
of the Moraca and 
Ribnica rivers. 


Scutari 


Bay of Kotor 
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In the tiny nation of Montenegro, 


medieval towns nestle in the rugged 


Dinaric Alps, while rivers cut throu 


dramatic limestone canyons. With a 


depth of 4,265 ft (1,300 m), the Tara 
River canyon is Europe's deepest. 


National Library of Kosovo MONTENEGRO 


Designed by the Croatian architect 

Andrija Mutnjaković, this domed building ere 
in Pristina holds more than 2 million (8,714 ft) 
items, including books, manuscripts, and maps. 


Deravica 


Tasty treat 


is burek, a baked pastry 
with fillings such as chees 
spinach, or meat. 


A popular dish in Kosovo 
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Kosovo was a part of Serbia before 
it declared itself independent 

in 2008. It is bordered by steep 
mountains, and Mount Gjeravica 
is its highest point. Most people 
live in the fertile central plains. 


N 


4,203 sq miles (10,887 sq km) 

@ 1.9 million 

© Pristina 

Q Albanian, Serbian, 
other languages (+4) 


T 


This picturesque bay on the 


Adriatic coast has limestone 


cliffs and is home to several 


medieval towns. 


oC Champion judoka 
odujev&/ . " NS : 

4 © Podujevo Sporting star Majlinda Kelmendi (in white) 
PRISTINA E SAY — is a two-time judo world champion and 
MEINT, ME ^ the first Kosovar to win Olympic gold. 
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This intricately 
decorated copper 
pot is used for 
serving coffee. 


Kyrenia Castle 

There has been a castle 
overlooking the harbor 
of Kyrenia for hundreds 
of years. Its present 
structure dates from 


the 16th century. Grape candy 


Made with grapes and 
nuts, shoushouko is 

a traditional Cypriot 
dessert. The grape juice 
gives it a chewy texture. 


Copper pot 
Copper has been mined in Cyprus 
for 6,000 years. People have traditionally 
used it to make copperware, such as 
cooking utensils and this pot. 


Dipkarpaz Cape 
T iter ranean Northern Cyprus has (Rizokarpaso) Apostolos 
Cat island we ed Cape Ses been occupied by Yeni Erenkày e. - Andreas 
Since ancient times Kormakiti ee ce (Yia Ce 
Cyprus has been full C pleni a pele 'Tatlisu Apollo, Greek god of 
ape poss üza enia " Š pollo, Greek god o; 
o Akanth : ; 
of cats. There are p ou) * untains à (D the sun, is shown with 
almost 300,000 X E s prs Ls in aoria fFa3magusta his instrument, the lyre. 
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0 20 miles 
(approximate scale) Mosaics of Paphos 
Ancient floor mosaics 
Divided city depicting scenes from 
The capital city of Nicosia is Greek mythology were 
split into a Greek part and a discovered in Paphos 
Turkish part. The minarets of in 1962 and are now 
the historic Selimiye Mosque on display at the city’s 
tower over the Turkish district. Archaeological Park. 


3,572 sq miles (9,251 sq km) 
Q 1.3 million 

© Nicosia 

Q Greek, Turkish 


Traces of this Mediterranean 
island's rich past can be seen 
in its Stone-Age settlements, 
Roman ruins, and Byzantine 
churches. Since 1974, Cyprus 
has been divided, with Turkey 
running the north, and Greek 
Cypriots the south. 


North Macedonia 


SERBIA 


o S ovo 


Lakeside theater 


Mount Korab 


Matka Canyon AA e A legacy of the area's Roman 
Located to the west of Skopje, this canyon ' c past, this amphitheater on 
is known for its many caves and medieval N » the shore of Lake Ohrid was 
monasteries and the artificial Matka Lake. f , built in about 200 ace but 
9 o only rediscovered in the 

E. 1980s. It is now a venue 


for shows and concerts. 


9,928 sq miles 
(25,713 sq km) 


@ 2.1 million 
© Skopje 


Q Macedonian, other 
languages (+4) 


25 km 


25 miles 
approximate scale) 


North Macedonia became independent 
in 1991 when the former state of 
Yugoslavia split into new nations. 
The country's mountainous walking 
trails are as popular as its unspoiled 
lakes, such as Lake Ohrid. 


Theth National Park 

Stunning scenery, the Shala 

River, the Grunas Waterfall, NEGRO a n i a | 

and the village of Theth Y ian Alps 4- 

(left) attract hikers to Ko 

this national park in Luiza Gega made 

the Albanian Alps. — *,9 iS history when she won 

D. 1 p Albania's first gold 
i “Hp Koran medalin the 1,500m WE 

comp race at the 2015 we 

European Games. 


Star athlete 


Tirana is the biggest 
and busiest city 
in Albania. 


11,100 sq miles 
(28,748 sq km) 


@ 3.1 million 
Q9 Tirana 
Q Albanian, Greek 


jo llesg 


195210 
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This mountainous country in the 
southeast of Europe is home to 
many historic castles in the dramatic 
Albanian Alps and along the coast. 
Its capital, Tirana, is known for its 
brightly colored buildings. 
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Olympic torch 


The Olympic Games started 
in ancient Greece. Today, a 
torch is lit at Olympia, near 
Pirgos, and a series of runners 
] carry it through Greece before 
QS . asimilar relay in the host 
$ country and city. 


Kalamata olives A e Néapoli 
©, 


Purple olives grow on i Ai 
kalamata trees in southern E. 

Y - f Kýthira 
Greece. They are handpicked 


and preserved in olive oil. 


The Parthenon temple stands at 
Athena’s city the top of an ancient site called the 


Athens, the capital of Greece, takes its name from the Acropolis, which overlooks Athens. 
ancient Greek goddess Athena. Today, remains of 
the old civilization can still be seen in the modern city. 


50,948 sq miles 
(131,957 sq km) 


@ 10.6 million 
®© Athens 


Q Greek, other 
languages (+2) 


Ancient Greece was one of the first great 
civilizations of Europe, where people prayed 
to the gods of Mount Olympus. Today, tourists 
flock to this Mediterranean country to see its 
ancient ruins and explore its thousands of 
beautiful islands. The country's economy 
depends largely on tourism and shipping. 
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of Rhodes is a sanctuary for 
thousands of migrating 
Jersey tiger moths. 


Shipping industry 

Together with tourism, shipping is one of Greece's 
biggest industries. This maritime nation has many 
busy ports, including Piraeus (above). 


$ x 


Greek pottery 
For thousands of years, 
skilled Greek artisans 
have handcrafted pots. 
Many are decorated 
with scenes from Greek 
myths. This jar shows 
the Greek hero Theseus 
slaying the Minotaur. 
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A simple salad of tomatoes, 
cucumbers, onion, olives, feta 
cheese, and olive oil is eaten 
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Jersey tiger moth, 

Known as the “Valley of the 
Butterflies,” the Petaloudes 4 
Valley on the Greek island í 


pe 


The colorful moths have 
striped forewings and 
spotted underwings. 


Santorini island 


throughout the country. 


Many island groups dot the seas around Greece. 
The volcanic island of Santorini, in the Aegean 


0 50 km 


0 50 miles 
(approximate scale) 


Geography: Greece has 

a rugged landscape. Of its 
6,000 islands, only around 227 
are inhabited. 


History: More than 2,500 

years ago, the ancient 
Greeks led the way in politics, 
philosophy, and science. 


g Culture: Ancient Greek- 

D inspired architecture can be 
seen worldwide. An example is the 
use of Greek columns on buildings. 


Natural wonders: Greece’s 

amazing landscape includes 
Meteora’s rock formations and 
the Samaria Gorge on Crete. 


Sea, is famous for its whitewashed buildings. 


Folk festivals 

Greece has a busy calendar of 
national celebrations and local 
village festivals, such as this 
annual folk festival in the village 
of Pefkohori. Traditional music 
and dance, as well as outdoor 
feasts, accompany these 
special occasions. 


Wildlife: The country’s 
terrain is home to bears, 
goats, lynx, wolves, and deer. 


Food and drink: Greeks enjoy 

a healthy Mediterranean diet of 
grilled meat and fish, fresh fruit and 
vegetables, cheese, and olive oil. 
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Em Bulgaria 


Valley of the Roses 


e a 

= /^ Varna gold treasure Rare damask roses are grown 
5 ENUSRARTERSRRESUT ( The oldest gold treasures in a valley in the foothills of the 
m (v E SS ever found were discovered in Balkan Mountains. They are 


prehistoric graves in the city cultivated for their perfumed oil. 
of Varna. They date back 


to 4600 BCE. 
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Shopska 
Bulgaria’s national dish— 
shopska—is a salad of tomato, 
cucumber, onion, and cheese. 


Kukeri tradition 
During the winter 
Jestival of Surva, 
men and boys wear 
animal skins and 
furs to scare off 
evil spirits. 


SA 
Rila Monastery ô í 
Bulgaria's patron 

saint, John of l(trg* 
Rila, established ESS 

this five-domed v1 
monastery in the 
Rila Mountains. 


Bulgaria is a mountainous 
country with a Black Sea 
coastline of long sandy 42,810 sq miles 
beaches. To the north, the T0819 Sq ken) 


Danube River marks its Q 7 million Seven Rila Lakes 

border with Romania. Ó Sofia A group of seven lakes named after their various shapes, 
Bulgarian, other including “fish,” “eye,” and “tear,” are situated near Musala, 
languages (+2) 


the highest peak in the Rila Mountains south of Sofia. 
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Wall paintings 
Monasteries in the 
Bucovina region, near 
Suceava, are painted with 
colorful 15th-century 
frescoes that depict 
Biblical stories. 


Mártisor amulets \ 
Every Martisor 

(meaning “March 17), © 
at the start of spring, 
Romanians give their 
loved ones lucky amulets. 


Bran Castle 

Some say this 14th-century castle 

in the Carpathian Mountains was 

Bram Stoker's inspiration for the setting 
of his fictional story of Dracula. 
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Red and white 
trinkets are worn 
around the neck 
or wrist in March. 


75 miles 
(approximate scale) 


Great white pelicans A handheld 
In summer, thousands ribbon is 
of great white pelicans twirled by 
a rhythmic 

congregate to 

" gymnast. 
breed in the í 
Danube River \ ^ 
Delta, east 
of Tulcea. 


Gymnastics 
Romania has a long 
history of success in 
gymnastics. Romanian 
gymnasts have won more 
than 70 medals at the 
Summer Olympics. 


"- 


+ 92,043 sq miles Romania, in southeastern Europe, 
7- (238,391 sq km) is one of the largest countries in 
— A @ 21.3 million Europe. It is known for its Carpathian 
» @ Bucharest Mountains, Transylvanian 
Q Romanian, other forests, and castles. 
languages (+3) 
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som Ukraine 


The Antonov Serial 

an Domes of gold Production Plant 

p St. Michael’s Golden- in Kyiv m been 
- - manufacturing 

Domed Cathedral in Kyiv planes sincë 1920. 


is a working monastery as 
well as a cathedral of the 
Orthodox Church of Ukraine. 


BE LARU - Aircraft industry 
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(annexed by Russia 
since 2014) 


Sevastopol 


Roe deer 
This solitary mammal 

with a distinctive 

. white rump and 

- short tail thrives in 

Ukraine's forests. 


Farming crops 

Ukraine's vast fertile plains and mild 
climate make it one of the top producers 
of wheat, corn, barley, and soy beans. In 
2019, nearly 82.7 millions tons (75 million 
metric tons) of grain were harvested. 


The bandura 

is a stringed 
instrument that 
resembles a lute. 


233,032 sq miles 
(603,550 sq km) 


QD 43.9 million 
© Kyiv 


O Ukrainian, 
Russian, Tatar 


Young musicians 

Traditional folk music is popular 
throughout Ukraine. Their tunes range 
from love melodies to political songs. 


Formerly part of the Soviet 
Union, Ukraine became an 
independent republic in 
1991. The nation is sometimes 
known as the “Breadbasket 
of Europe" for its fertile fields. 
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Belovezhskaya Pushcha 


M 

i M 
National Park eg ci ru S A 
This ancient forest protects nearly 


579 sq miles (1,500 sq km) of old oak, 
pine, and fir trees. Half of the park lies 
in the neighboring country of Poland, 
where it is called Biatowieza 
National Park. 
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0 100 miles 
(approximate scale) 


wi 
Dzyarzhynskaya Hara 


345 m (1,132 ft) NO 1 . 
Belovezhskaya Ji 1 2 z Orsha Modern Minsk 
Pushch o] . pa 
National 4 Two rivers—the Svislac 
„ e Mahilyow/ and the Nyamiha 
A (below)—flow through 
80.154 il A Minsk, the nation's capital 
,154 sq miles m and industrial center. 
(207,600 sq km) CEU . 
A S Hemyet/ N 


@ 9.5 million 
®© Minsk 
Q Belarusian, Russian 


£ Gomel 
PE 


Forest and marshland cover much 
of this landlocked nation, which 
lies between Russia and Poland. 
Belarus's rural areas are home to wild 
boars, elks, wolves, and rare zubrs, 
also known as European bison. 


Moldova lli 


wa Soroca fortress A 
: Ede e o 0 60k 

This 1 Sth-century eari 4 $ ze 

fortress was built to b. Bai 4, y 0 60 miles 

protect Moldova from Wom "Ribpia* m (approximate scale) 

3 Fale SM S 

invaders. The round vds Z 
Balanesti Hill REEL mc m 


towers helped it resist 430m (1,411 ft) 


cannon fire. a NAU a Lavender harvest 
z Y Tm od Fee Lavender thrives in 
© j n, s 2 
13,070 sq miles LE o S USE din n AMA 
(33,851 sq km) = ANE climate and rich soil. 


The flowers are distilled 
to produce a fragrant | 
essential oil. 


@ 3.4 million 

€ Chisinau 

Q Moldovan, 
Ukrainian, Russian 


This landlocked nation, lying on a hilly 
plateau, declared its independence 
from the Soviet Union in 1991. 
Orchards and vineyards dot the 
country’s rolling hills and produce 

an abundance of fruit and wine. 
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First human in space 

Russia became the first country to send a 
person into space when Soviet cosmonaut 
Yuri Gagarin circled Earth for 108 minutes 
aboard the Vostok 1 spacecraft in 1961. 
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St. Petersburg 

The golden dome of St. Isaac’s Cathedral 
dominates the skyline of Russia’s former 
imperial capital. The historic port city and 
its palaces are home to world-class museums. 


Russia is the largest country in the world. Spanning 
11 time zones, it is spread over two continents, from 
eastern Europe to the Pacific coast of Asia. The 
Ural Mountains divide Russia in two. The Siberian 
wilderness in the east has the coldest inhabited 
place on Earth: Oymyakon, east of Yakutsk. Here, the 
| temperature falls below —58°F (—50°C) in the winter. 


X Abakan? 


6,601,668 sq miles 
(17,098,242 sq km) 


@ 141.7 million 
€ Moscow 


Q Russian, Tatar, 
Ukrainian, Chavash, 
other languages 


Nenet people 


TUA 


ES 
SE yos 


Deep in the Siberian Arctic, on the 

Yamal Peninsula, live the Nenets. 

These nomadic reindeer herders 
wear thick furs to survive the 
subzero temperatures. 


ARCTIC 
OCEAN 


Lake Baikal 
The world’s largest freshwater lake is Lake Baikal in 
southern Siberia. This 25-million-year-old lake holds 
about 20 percent of the planet's fresh surface water. 
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4 b P iets Heise Blagoveshchensk 4 BSakbalinsk E Russian ballet 
WE Eien c A Te Russia is renowned 
M MM f 4 * d for its classical ballet 
ONG OLIA Na 4 IU tradition and is where 
some of the most famous 
ae. s ballets, such as Swan 
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f Sea of 
Japan z 
(East Sea) « 
Long journey n. 
Trains running on the main S Siberian tiger 


The vast terrain covers 


Geography: 

mountains, forests, treeless tundra, 
grassy steppes, and deserts. Europe’s longest 
river, the Volga, flows through central Russia. 


History: Russia was ruled by monarchs 

called czars until the 1917 Revolution, 
when Communists took control and created 
the Soviet Union. This fell in 1991. 


line of the Trans-Siberian Railway 
network take eight days to complete 
the journey from Moscow in the west 
to Vladivostok in the east, a distance 
of 5,772 miles (9,289 km). 


The Siberian, or Amur, tiger has 
thick fur for extra warmth in the 
icy forests of eastern Russia. 
Only about 500 of these big 
cats survive in the wild today. 


Culture: Russia’s rich culture 

eS includes the literature of Tolstoy, 
the music of Tchaikovsky, and athletes 
such as tennis star Maria Sharapova. 


Wildlife: Russia’s diverse habitats 

are home to the Eurasian lynx, 
Amur leopards, red deer, brown bears, 
beluga whales, and Oriental storks. 
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Patara beach 

One of Turkey's beauty spots is 
the 11-mile (18 km) long Patara 
Beach, south of Mugla. It lies close 
to the ruins of an ancient city. 


Turkey 


dis is Tasty pastry 
B 2 UB. Among the sweetest treats LOK 
P » in Central Asia is baklava, Edirne% 
A ico. 4^ a popular honey and FEC 


a (SX nut pastry dessert. 


Suleiman 

the Magnificent 

Turkey was the heartland 
of the Ottoman Empire. 

During the reign of | 

sultan Suleiman I 

(1520-1566), the Y 

empire expanded all the 
way into Europe, northern 
Africa, and western Asia. 


O 
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Majestic Mosque 
The spectacular 17th-century 
Sultan Ahmed Mosque dominates ^ 


as the Blue Mosque, it has 
patterned blue tiles on its 
inside walls. 


One of six towering 
minarets from which 
worshippers are 
called to prayer. 


À 


Turkey stretches from eastern Europe to western 
Asia. Straddling both continents, this country has a 
mix of Islamic and Western traditions. Turkey's 
largest city, Istanbul, was once the center of the 
Byzantine Empire, before the region was taken 
over by the Ottomans, who ruled Turkey for 
more than 600 years. 


gULGARIAT 


. eg ; 
the Istanbul skyline. Also known / 


sy ves oi pus HEEHRGE ERREI 


e Kırıkkale - 


hand 


302,535 sq miles 
(783,562 sq km) 


@ 82 million 
€ Ankara 


Q Turkish, other 
languages (+7) 


Hot-air balloons carry tourists over 
the Cappadocia rock formations 
so they can get a bird's-eye view. 
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0 125 miles 
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igo o mST 
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Pd Mount Ararat 
e 5,137 m (16,854 ft) 


Jor centuries. 
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Grand Bazaar 

Istanbul's famous bazaar is 
among the world's oldest covered 
markets. Its stalls sell everything 
from spices to jewelry, 


D 


"a us e 
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2» Whirling dervishes 
In Turkey, there are 
Muslim worshippers 
called dervishes who 
perform whirling dances, 
songs, and prayers to 
express their faith. 


History: After the defeat 

of the Ottoman Empire in 
World War I, the Republic of 
à Turkey formed in 1923. 


g Culture: The country's 
D art and architecture 
reflect a unique mix of Eastern 
d and Western influences. 


Hand-woven carpets 
Beautiful rugs and carpets called 
kilims have been made in Turkey 


Fairy chimneys 
Otherworldly rocky spires jut out from the arid 
landscape of Cappadocia. These boulders were 


formed over millions of years by volcanic eruptions. 


The patterns, colors, and 
symbols of the rugs reflect 
local traditions and cultures. 


Library of Celsus 
The ancient site of Ephesus is located 
near Selcuk. Once a prosperous Roman 
city, its well-preserved ruins include this 

impressive 2nd-century library. 


Natural wonders: Grand sites 

include the clear green waters of the 
Turquoise Coast around Mugla and 
Antalya and the rare spires of Cappadocia. 


Food and drink: From kebabs 

and kofte to meze mixes, Turkish 
dishes use ingredients from Arab, Greek, 
and Western cuisine. 
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TLV NAVY eo Mud volcanoes 
Az @ rb a l ^ | n In Gobustan National Park, southwest of L: 
AWAY! Baku, there are almost 300 mud volcanoes. S 
These are not true volcanoes (made of lava) } 

but formed by eruptions of mud and gas. 


Mugham music N 
These musicians and poets have gathered f 


Asia 


together to make improvised traditional 
Azerbaijani folk music called mugham. 


Mount Bazardüzü 
o, 4,466 m (14,652 ft) 


s xacmaz 0 100km 


0 100 miles 
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änkändi Kura BAKU 


Imisli® Hacıqabul . BAK) 
z 2 City landmark 
Bilasuvar ao i The Heydar Aliyev Center in 
IR A NIG K d Baku is a hub for Azerbaijani 
UE? Lankaran culture. It is famous for its 


wavelike design. 


Azerbaijan is rich in petroleum 
and natural gas reserves. In 


33,436 sq miles some places, burning gas seeps 
(86,600 sq km) out of the ground and stays 
@ 10.2 million ablaze for years on end. For this 
© Baku reason, Azerbaijan has been 
Q Azeri, Russian called "the land of fire." 
. 0 75 km 
o = 
0 75 miles 
ZITTTTT Syri a TURK E Y (approximate scale) 
» £ Al Qamishli > 
Raising water [iom e Manbij C Al Qamishli 
Giant waterwheels called norias ] A ge » bake | (a AE EC N 
were once used to raise water in nda “~~ e (Ar Raqgan) Al Jazirah 
irrigation systems around the city | Ath Thawrah m 
of Hama. The wheels (below) ze Hama (Hamah) E. , Dayraz 
P^ wr 
date from the 14th century. $ uoa / ! e 
S puns) Palmyra N : 
The waterwheels are & "E * (Tadmur) x Abu Kama Q- E" Bustling bazaar 
turned by the flow of GO VUES " AlQaryatayn oè $ — as The Al-Hamidiyah souk in Damascus 
the Orontes River. y ae < DAMASCUS o? is 5 yria s biggest market. It sells 
ve (DIMASHQ) n handicrafts, clothes, and groceries. 


da 4 Mount Hermon 
n. A ISRAEL $ 2814 m (9,232 ft) 


Syria has a rich history—its 
capital, Damascus, has been 
inhabited since 8000 BCE. 
The country has experienced 
turbulence in recent years 


72,370 sq miles 


(187,437 sq km) due to a civil war that 
@ 19.4 million began in 2011, which has 
: | @ Damascus forced millions of people 
*| Q Arabic, other to flee their homeland. 


languages (7+) 


e Georgia 


Shkhara Land of mountains 
red id The spectacular Caucasus Mountains 

: sweep through Georgia. The remote 
Bur died on village of Ushguli (pictured below) 
n ] Sea Bb x DICIS sits at the foot of Mount Shkhara, 
ancient form of one-on- .» ine = D 


2 
a, 
Chidaoba wrestling i 


x A : 
NNI NM il rum the country s highest peak. 
five-minute match is E S 
accompanied by folk a —— Ss E. 
music and dance. ARMENIA : E 
v ab io 
0 75 km AZER* 


0 75 miles 
(approximate scale) 


Sitting at the crossroads 
of Asia and Europe, 

Georgia is a small nation 
on the eastern shore of 


the Black Sea. Its colorful 26,911 sq miles 


capital, Tbilisi, has many (69,700 sq km) 
historic sites as well as Q 4 million 
modern architecture. Q Tbilisi 


Q Georgian, other 
languages (+6) 


Etchmiadzin Cathedral 
Located west of Yerevan, this 
cathedral is the heart of the 
Armenian Christian Church. 
Floral and geometric patterns 
decorate its interiors. 


Mount Aragat oe MM, e n 
USD m E Sene EREQNNS 
(13,420 ft) < t X EC 
| Ashtarak e 
2 © YEREVAN 1 
Pa e Ariashat's a T 
 — €y Mon T 29 Jermuk 
— br Pan 
Golden fruit Rer ‘ G 
The national fruit of Armenia is P m 
the apricot, which has grown in Yerevan is 


this country for at least 3,000 years. located in — 
the Armenian IRAN 
highlands. 
Armenia's mountainous " 
terrain has many fast- a 
flowing rivers, canyons, 0 50 miles f 
. i l 
and extinct volcanoes. MEER 
11,484 sq miles Many people in this 
(29,743 sq km) landlocked country are Symphony of stones 
Qo 3 million farmers, but mining A rock formation in Garni 
© Yerevan and tourism are growing Canyon, southeast of Yerevan, 
Q Armenian industries in Armenia. is called the Symphony of 
Azeri Russian Stones. Its tall basalt columns 


resemble the pipes of an organ. 135 


Pigeon Rocks 


Le b anon This pair of giant 
limestone rocks stands 


SYRIA in the sea off the coast 
gaurnat al-Sawda of Beirut, where they are 


The cedar tree is the national 


© 
A Tripoli ¢ 3,087 m (10,128 ft) 
N B H 
x symbol of Lebanon. Beirut is one of F em ‘ge Hermel a popular landmark 
juil cM E harre) KONI Jor locals and visitors. 
Mediterranean coastline. AE 
2 * Baalbek 


Ancient wine 
Lebanon's Bekaa Valley is one 
of the world’s oldest wine-making aS 
regions. Its wine has been famous 
since biblical times, almost 3,000 

years ago, and has enjoyed a T 
revival in recent years. 
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4,015 sq miles 
(10,400 sq km) 


© Beirut 


© Arabic, French, 
Armenian, Assyrian 


A farmer holds a 
freshly harvested 
basket of grapes. 


This Mediterranean country has 
been a trading center for thousands 

of years. Lebanon's population is unique 
in the Middle East for its almost even 
mix of Muslim and non-Muslim 

faith groups, including Maronite 
Christians, and Druze. 


Meaty treat 
The national dish is kibbeh— 
a mix of meat, onions, spices, 
herbs, and bulgur wheat that 
is fried until crispy. 


Mount Hermon 


UWFZFIIFVS 
XX | More than 5 million 
S ra e Palestinians live in the 
££ Ni West Bank and Gaza. 
Tree-planting festival 
The Jewish “New Year for 
Trees" is when fruit trees 
are planted and 
Jews eat the fruit 
P of Israel, such as 
grapes, figs, dates, 
and pomegranates. 


TANNA 0 40 miles 
ug approximate scale) 

à USALEM Ancient Jerusalem 

ey Dating back to 2000 sce, the Old 
Dead City is considered holy in Judaism, 

Christianity, and Islam. Its sacred sites 

Currently, the United include the Jewish Western Wall and 


EN nv the Islamic Dome of the Rock shrine. 
recognize Jerusalem 


as the capital of Israel. 
Vibrant Tel Aviv 

A lively city on the Mediterranean Sea, 
Tel Aviv has engulfed the old port of Yafo. 
It is known for its modern buildings 
and popular beaches. 


8,470 sq miles 
(21,937 sq km) 


| 9 8.7 million 
Q9 Jerusalem 


Q Hebrew, Arabic, 
other languages (+6) 


e 


Israel was created in 1948 as a homeland 
for the Jewish people. The state has 
been in conflict with the displaced 
Palestinians, now living in the West 
Bank and Gaza, ever since. 
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Wild hunter 

A wildcat found in the O rd a n 
semideserts of Jordan, the 

caracal is an agile predator 
that uses its powerful hind legs 
and keen sense of hearing 


to catch prey such as 
birds and rodents. 


More than 20 muscles move 
each ear, helping the caracal 
hear the quietest of sounds. 


Red and white 
are two of the 
national colors 
of Jordan. 


Traditional headdress 
The kaffiyeh is a patterned 
Arab headdress, often worn 
by men in the Middle East. 
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Lost city 

The ancient city of Petra was at its peak 

2,000 years ago. Among its buildings were 
temples and tombs carved into sandstone cliffs. 


Bedouin feast 
Derived from Bedouin cuisine and 
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popular in Jordan, mansaf is a Wadi Musa‘ * Bayi o Ruins at the site include the Ad Deir Monastery, 
dish of lamb cooked with yogurt j P oA aia) n which has huge chambers cut out of the rock. 
and accompanied by rice. Ma'an Sbata owes 
A , dhriyat 
Al‘Aqaban e > " 
0 50 km daban o Jebel Umm El Dami $ 34,495 sq miles 
— > 191,854 m (6,083 ft) vw f k 
t m BSE Q (89,342 sq km) 
miles AlMudawwarah |» v" 
(approximate scale) \ E © 10.8 million 
S 
Um P. > Q Amman 
Historic Amman O Arabic 


Originally built on seven hills, Amman 
is one of the Arab world’s largest cities. At 


its heart, the ruins of the ancient Amman , 
Citadel (fort), including a Roman temple, The modern-day nation of Jordan 


sit on a hill overlooking the Old City was founded in 1921. Vast areas of 
the country are desert land, where 
Bedouin people follow a nomadic 
Dead Sea lif l Bs. f A al 
This famous lake is one of the saltiest " esty. e Millions 2 Jordanians also 
bodies of water in the world, almost | live in modern cities such as Amman. 


10 times saltier than the oceans. This 
makes the water so dense that people 
can float without swimming. 


The land of rivers 

The Euphrates and Tigris rivers, 
and their branches, form a large 
river system. These waterways 


irrigate the land, enriching 7 Lg 
MET 


the soil and making it a ia " : 
Mosul A lte on the water 
easy to grow crops. j 
d E AUJazirah ) The Marsh Arabs of the southeastern 


v wetlands of Iraq use local reeds to 
4 Q` make their houses and boats. This 
Ed dE Ubaydi E community has lived in the Iraqi 
Fh. ae E p marshes for 5,000 years. 
Tharthar A 
z Syrian ,Ar-Rutbah Ar Ramadi, > e oN x , Uk 
One Thousand % Desert Buhayrat Habbani| X B BAGHDAD Z — 150 km 
and One Nights ~‘# BüliByrat ar Rari, . On SNC 0 150 miles 
This is a classic Karbala’ % ohh, ~ ^d (approximate scale) 
collection of Arab ~~ -— TS. + Al Kut | 
and Persian folk tales. S Al Barit RE Ancient entrance 
Many of its stories 4 e 2 As SamawShee CIA The Ishtar Gate, built 
are set in Baghdad. o, b." An Nasir in 575 BCE, Was one 
of the entrances to the 
d $ *As Salman Mesopotamian city of 
The minaret " oF v i Babylon. This smaller 
spirals 171 ft q N 7 replica stands in the 
(52 m) like a NN i ut ancient city’s ruins, 
snail's shell. ? Gulf 


Just east of Karbala. 


Religious relics 

The ancient 
Mesopotamians 

A were skilled artisans, 
making jewelry and 
statues, such as this 
figurine of a worshipper 
from about 2500 BCE. 


Great Mosque of Samarra 

A stone minaret is all that remains of 
what was once the largest mosque in 
the world, built in the 9th century CE 
in the city of Samarra. 


The modern nation of Iraq in 
southwestern Asia lies in a region that 

was once called Mesopotamia. Here, the 
world’s first civilizations blossomed 
in the fertile valleys of the Tigris 


and Euphrates rivers, developing 169,235 sq miles 
agriculture and writing. Today, Iraq is ee 
known for its large reserves of oil, €) 38.9 million 
which it exports to many countries. € Baghdad 


Q Arabic, other 
languages (4+) 


Gardens of paradise 

The ancient Persians were the 
first to design landscaped 
gardens, which became common 
in Islamic architecture. Eram 
Garden, in the city of Shiraz, 
ranks among the finest in Iran. 


Grand Bazaar of Tehran 

Ornate arches top the busy walkways in this 

historic market in Tehran where people have 
come to shop for goods for centuries. Tehran is sheltered by 

M 4, the snowcapped Elburz 
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Harvesting by hand RN 


Most of the world’s saffron spice 
comes from Iran. It is obtained 
from the delicate purple flowers 
of the saffron crocus, which 
are picked by hand. 


o 636,372 sq miles 
(1,648,195 sq km) 


QD 84.9 million 

€ Tehran 

Q Farsi, Azeri, other 
languages (+7) 
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Zereshk polo 
This Iranian steamed rice 
dish is flavored with aromatic 
saffron and zesty barberries and 
is usually served with chicken. 


Elite fighters 

This mosaic from the ancient city 

of Susa depicts the first Persian 
Empire's most elite warriors. This 
force was called the “Immortals” 
because whenever a soldier died, 
they were replaced by another so the 
unit always had 10,000 members. 


Iran, formerly called Persia, 
is home to a civilization 
dating back to the 6th century 
BCE, known for poetry, rug 
weaving, and metalwork. 
Iran’s rich cultural heritage 

is seen in its mix of ethnic 
groups, architectural 
styles, and local customs. 
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Oryx horns can 0 150 km 
be up to 30 in 


(76 cm) long. 
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Saudi Arabia 


Cultural festival 
Saudi Arabia enjoys an 
annual two-week cultural 


N celebration at Al-Janadriyah, 
"A i e Turayf / near Riyadh. Thousands 
E \ mor e 7 gather here to enjoy dances 
A. <2 Q and feasts. 
Sakaka * 
s This oil refinery stands in the city 
C OU Nafu pahe TCU of Ad Dammam, one of the most & 
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become extinct in the wild by à K Ula world’s known oil 
1972 but was reintroduced Y, ' reserves is found 
during the 1980s. Today, more Ea (e 5 in the oil fields of 
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Seasonal waterways 

Saudi Arabia has no permanent 
rivers due to low annual rainfall. 
However, dry riverbeds, called 
wadis, fill up during brief 

rainy periods. 


Sacred city 

The Prophet Muhammad, founder of 
Islam, was born in the city of Mecca. 
Millions of Muslims make the Hajj, 

or pilgrimage, to this sacred city. 


Muslims pray in the 

direction of the Kaaba, Islam s 
most sacred shrine, at the center 
of Mecca 's Great Mosque. 


8,300,000 sq miles 
(2,149,690 sq km) 


(D 34.2 million 
Q3 Riyadh 
Q Arabic 


Located in the Arabian 
Peninsula, Saudi Arabia is 
the center of the Islamic faith 
and home to the holy sites 
of Mecca and Medina. Its 
large reserves of oil and 
gas make this country one 
of the world's wealthiest. 


293 sq miles 
(760 sq km) 


@ 1.5 million 
€ Manama 
Q Arabic 


Kuwait Towers 

These landmark towers 
have stood by the 

shore of Kuwait City 
since 1979. They are | 
just some of the 34 : 
water towers dotted 
around the city. 


Tree of Life 
Against all odds, a single tree—aptly named the Tree of Life— 
has flourished in Bahrain's southern desert for four centuries, 
in a barren area 25 miles (40 km) south of Manama. 


Bahrain is a tiny island nation 
in the Gulf of Qatar, made 


"E Bahrain 


up of more than 30 natural y 
and artificial islands. It is f 
mostly flat, low-lying desert. 

The country's economy 0 si ign 


Bahrain 
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< P 


Bahraini pearls 

Bahrain is known for its high- 
quality natural pearls, collected 
from oysters on the sea bed of 
the Persian Gulf. The harvested 
pearls are checked for quality 
and size before 

being sold. 


Durrat 


depends on its vast oil and 
gas reserves, as well as on 
banking and tourism. 


The Arabian Desert 
makes up most of the 
country’s landscape. 
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The lower half of this 
sphere is a water reservoir, 
while the upper half 

houses a restaurant. 


(approximate scale) 
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Kuwait 


Crab hunters 


E 
Thousands of. >». 
à Tin crab plovers inhabit A 
slan s : 
Kuwait's coastline where 


they wade in shallow 
waters hunting crabs. 
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6,880 sq miles 
(17,818 sq km) 


Q 3 million 
© Kuwait City 
Q Arabic, English 


Despite being a small country, oil-rich 
Kuwait is one of the richest in the 
world. Most of its population lives in 
Kuwait City, a sprawling capital of 
modern skyscrapers. Camel racing 
is a popular pastime. 
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e Vertical city 
I h e U n ited At 2716.5 t (828 m), the Burj Khalifa 
in Dubai is the tallest building in the 


world, with the tallest service elevator. 


o 
The four colors of Jebel Jais 
the UAE flag Ji qu 1934 m (6,345 fü 


Asia 


represent different 


Arab dynasties. x 


0 50 km 
= v Persian Gulf 
0 50 miles 
(approximate scale) ^ Ghuwayfat 
Jabal az Za nah wi 
u W 


Touching noses o / 

A traditional greeting 
among Emirati men is the 
khushmak in which the noses The building has more 

are touched gently. than 160 stories. 


PATE 


32,278 sq miles The United Arab Emirates (UAE) is a collection 
(83,600 sq km) of seven emirates (regions ruled by Arab 
@ 10 million rulers called emirs). They are Abu Dhabi, 


Q Abu Dhabi Dubai, Ajman, Ras al-Khaymah, 
Q Arabic, other Umm al-Qaiwain, Sharjah, 
languages (7+) and Fujairah. 


Coastal capital 

Doha is Qatar’s busiest city. 
Its business district on the 
Persian Gulf has striking 
waterfront skyscrapers. 


(approximate scale) 
Bedouin people à eas 
Many Qatari traditions, eee Shahaniyah 
such as playing music and EE 3 
singing songs in a camplike 
environment, come from the 
Bedouin people, who are 
nomadic desert herders. 


4,473 sq miles 
(11,586 sq km) 


Q 2.4 million 


€ Doha 


Q Arabic 


The rababa is 
a traditional one- 
stringed fiddle. 


The country of Qatar occupies a 
small peninsula in the Persian 
Gulf. It has large reserves of 

natural gas and oil, which have 
helped it become a wealthy 

nation. Most of its landscape 

is sandy desert and dunes. 


119,499 sq miles 
(309,500 sq km) 


Q 4.7 million 
€ Muscat 


Q Arabic, other 
languages (+4) 


Jabal An-Nabi Shu'ayb 
3,666 m (12,028 ft) 


Desert defenses 


Al-Hajjarah is a a 
12th-century village. Em 
Built on a steep cliff face, p 
its towering, fortified A 
houses helped ward 


off invaders in the past. 


Mi | "Yi Aden 


(Adan) 


€ Sanaa 
Q Arabic 


Mountain village 


{ ^w : ; 
la zZ The dishdasha isa «x 
a D long-sleeved, ankle-length f: 
The village of Balad Sayat on the slopes of the Al-Hajar 9 | VON, 
OA: Suir 5 tunic. For ceremonial fi 
Mountains is known for its fertile agricultural terraces. — S&A Me suhar ! Om =) 
NL EO. Rustaq 3» occasions, it is worn Adi 
€ bri oa MUSCAT witha dagger called WEE 


Many people live on Oman's mountains, where the 3s 
climate is cooler. 


Irrigation system 

The aflaj are ancient | 
Omani irrigation 
channels that carry m 
À$ water from wells on high — es 
ground down to farms 
and villages below 


À e Shügrah 


[Fa] 203,850 sq miles 
(527,968 sq km) 


(QD 29.9 million 


> Omani tunic 


< Nizwa® (MASQAT) akhanjar 
œ~ Jabal ash Sham our F 
2) 3009 m (9,872 ft) Wahiba 
ST Sands 
e 
Al-Ghabah 
s pv?’ i n" e Dawwah N 
ayma LT 
c Duqm* Y 
m Zufar e 
e Thamarit © Sawgirah à 
Jabal 5d A ama ) \ | 0 100 km "1 
{T = 
Salalah | AR ^ 9 0 100 mies ®© 


(approximate scale) 


Oman has one of the most diverse landscapes 
on the Arabian Peninsula, with rolling sand dunes, 
soaring mountains, lush oases, and a rugged 
coastline. Its capital, Muscat, is nestled in a 
fertile zone between the Al-Hajar Mountains 
and the Gulf of Oman. 
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Dragon’s blood tree 
Growing only on the islands of the Socotra 
archipelago, this unusual tree gets its name 

a from the red resin that oozes from its bark. 4 


poa 
Yemen is a mostly mountainous country. In 
ancient times, its position on the Red Sea 
made it an important trading nation, especially 
for coffee, frankincense, and myrrh. Since 
2015, Yemen has been devastated by civil war. _ 


© 0 100km ie a K H 
N ET S T 
<= 0 100 miles Aral A 
approximate scale) Ustyurt* Sea N 
Plat * Mo'ynoq Kyzyl 
E ateau e HANC. Chirchiq 
duds s a TASHKENT a* 
ce qv Zarafshon (TOSHKENT) 
f eUrganch 
Up ~ Bukhara . 
ye - (Buxoro)- 
Local flatbreads N, S> “~Qarshie 
A disc-shaped flatbread AN : 
called obi non is traditionally brine 
e POHANG 
baked inside a tandyr, Samarkand ms 
or clay oven. once an important stop 
on the Silk Road. 


Desert covers most of Uzbekistan. 
Even the once-large Aral Sea has 
nearly dried up. Its bustling, ancient 
trade-route cities, such as 
Samarkand and Bukhara, are home 
to many mosques and mosaics. 


172,742 sq miles 
(447,400 sq km) 


(D 30.6 million 
Q9 Tashkent 


Q Uzbek, Russian, 
Tajik, Kazakh 


Turkmenistan 
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maKhazret Sultan 
4,643 m (15,233 ft) 


Traditional dwellings 

In the past, most people 

in Turkmenistan followed 
a nomadic lifestyle and 


D i y KAZAK lived in traditional 
ATVIRA abet j % "M tents called yurts. 
Burning since 1971, 2" z Köneürgenç ə 
; 1 fabo öl Daso e 
this gas crater is a mte sare, soguz 
natural gas field that " i. WU ai 
collapsed to form a rirkmeoosq ie bU bs? The Karakum Desert covers 
a crater 66 ft nt Weetkanabat Garagum 2 more than two-thirds of the 
(20 m) deep. | dage” » Bereket S country’s total area. 
Fine on as 
2e d E 
dag». 9 Türkmenabat * S> E bab 
A Abadan Z > 7" 3138 m (10,295 ft) 
$m ASHGABAT e 
"NASGABAT) NINE e 
hd amyr 
4 TN ®Tejen " ^ 
Turkmenistan borders the A ` Sarahs | eri, E 
e. . m eus jit" 
Caspian Sea but is mostly = as pW? 
baked d : 0 100 miles ^ F oò 
sun-baked desert terrain. A E Ri X 
The country has plentiful 
188,456 sq miles petroleum and gas reserves, 
(488,100 sq km) and its main export is Turkmen jewelry 
@ 5.5 million natural gas. The two oasis Handcrafted by native artisans, 
DX] Ashgabat cities of Mary and Tejen are ornate jewelry with precious 
o Turkmen. other big cotton-growing centers. stones—like the headdress and 
languages (+4) necklace shown here—was a 


traditional symbol of wealth. 


Farming cotton 
Cotton production is 
big business, with more 
than 1 million people 
working to harvest it. 
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Kalyan minaret 
This 12th-century 
minaret in the ancient 
city of Bukhara was 
used as a center for 
prayer and a lookout 
for invaders. 


Kazakhstan 


Fluffy fox 
In Kazakhstan and other 
Central Asian countries, the 
Corsac fox roams across 

the flat, arid region known 

' 4 as steppe. Its thick fur allows 

` it to endure the harsh climate. 


In 2013, this Soyuz spacecraft 
launched on a Soyuz-FG rocket 
from the cosmodrome. 
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Pioneering spaceport 
The world's first and largest 
launch site for spacecraft is 
the Baikonur Cosmodrome, 
near the city of Baikonur 


in Kazakhstan. It has been 0 | 200 km 
leased to Russia until 2050. S me I ^ aoil 
U i * Petropavlovsk A (approximate scale) 
3 R E Kostanay” -Kokatiel at $t Nur-Sultan, the capital 
re ^ Ural'sk ; Rudy. { n as NT NC e city of Kazakhstan, sits on 
"Dzhanibek =| < d ME ; E , @Pavlodar rhe banks of the Ishim River 
)* Aktobe ; NUR-SULTAN 
Caspian / Kirghiz Steppe sie ata 
Depressig, : GR .Temirtau 
( > oa 
; Atyrau Karagandy à 
^ © 
ait om e halkar, Kazakh : 
Baikonur prken e Ayagoz a < 
o £^ . eAral'sk Uplands iiri 2 
dà EN ener 9, es X in Balkhash èe =a > 
ral "Are, 
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© i Plateau = EC Betpakdala eit a 
2 , dx ^ 
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v 7? rz Pe. Almaty cz ac 
x A, € 4 Turkestan s Kentau (Alma- Atalo pee. - ‘ay 
E ^ AX e Taraz me -e al eens = 
Ll Misr, 7 Sh mkent eg Khan Tengri 
^ $ i t "eese 6,995 m 
Eagle hunters > I ( Ż K (22,949 ft) 
The ancient tradition of hunting with golden 4 > CUN 


Wild apples 
The apples we eat today around the 
world originate from ancestor apple 
trees found on the slopes of 
the Altai Mountains. 


eagles dates back 4,000 years. Kazakh hunters 
holding golden eagles still head out on 
horseback to look for foxes and hares. 


— 


Trained to recognize only the 
hunter's voice, a golden eagle 
is fiercely loyal and always 
returns after a kill. 


1,052,089 sq miles 
(2,724,900 sq km) 


@ 19.1 million 
®© Nur-Sultan 


O Kazakh, other 
languages (+6) 


The world’s largest landlocked 
country, Kazakhstan sprawls from 
the Caspian Sea to China. With 

its booming oil and gas industry, 
Kazakhstan is the dominant 
economy in Central Asia. 
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Afghanistan 


Great Mosque of Herat This goblet-shaped drum is made 
Decorated with ornate of bone, leather, metal, and wood. 
patterned tiles, the Great 


M osque has stood in Kabul is a city of palaces, parks, Traditional drum 
the city of Herat for and markets, located in a valley The beat of this zerbaghali drum 


UN ofere HU EEE is still heard in folk music played 
by Afghan musicians. 
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Lapis lazuli 
This semiprecious stone has been 
mined in Afghanistan for more than 
6,000 years. It was traded along the 
Silk Road and is still exported today. 


Lashkar Gah 
e. be e 
j Chakhansur Kandahar 
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Pickers inspect and 
pack the fruit, which is 
sold whole and as juice. 


Crimson fruit 
Play and learn Afghanistan grows more varieties of 
Set up in 2007 in Kabul, — pomegranates than any other country. It exports 


Skateistan is an organization — > the fruit to South Asia and other regions. 


that helps children receive f f 
a good education while DRS Afghanistan sits at the 

EE OA crossroads of ancient trade 
routes, known as the Silk 
Road, which connected Asia 


251,827 sq miles and Europe. Silk, precious 
(652,230 sq km) stones, and metals passed 
-| Q 36.6 million through Afghan cities, 
| € Kabul bringing great wealth. 
© Pashtu, Tajik, other | Today, the country is known 
languages (+4) for fruits and rugs. 
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World Nomad Games 
To celebrate the ethnic sports of Central 
Asia, Kyrgyzstan has hosted the World 
Nomad Games every other year since 
2014. Competitions include those 
in acrobatic archery. 


Kyrgyzstan 


This crisscross pattern shows the knot 
found at the center of every yurt roof. 


Bishkek is one of the greenest 
cities in Central Asia with 
many trees and parks. 


K Jengish Chokusu 
K S 7,439 m (24,406 ft) 
ara- 
Balta T 
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UZBEKISTAN 


E Sulyukia " 


-Tash 


Sary Lake Ala-Kul 
di onm This blue-green lake lies at a height of 
100 miles 11,580 ft (3,530 m) in the Terskey Alatau 

(approximate scale) Mountains in eastern Kyrgyzstan. 


Less than 8 percent of this mountainous 
country can be farmed. Many Kyrgyz 
people are horse and cattle herders, and 
they move the animals up to mountain 
pastures in summer, where they live in 
round tents called yurts. 


77,201 sq miles 
(199,951 sq km) 


@ 5.9 million 

4 @ Bishkek 

O Kyrgyz, Russian, 
other languages (+3) 


A statue of Rudaki stands 
in the middle of the park. 


Tajikistan 


weeks y Pamiri people 
X The Pamiri people are an ethnic 


Te ( om 
isis Nove © nd group, most of whom live high in the 
Rudaki Park Panjakent$. } ra Pamir Mountains of Tajikistan, which 


NA. KYRGYZSTAN 
g^" Ismoil Somoni Peak 
$ 74 


A large, landscaped garden in the heart of 
Dushanbe, this park is named afier the 9th-century 


are known as the “roof of the world." 
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5 
: c 
Persian poet Rudaki, who was born in Tajikistan. p^ A 550) s 
Bokhtar ^ , MR SA." 
Kolkhozobod?* . Ne up me. — 
Creer NUM SN z 
Aluminum nugget AF CHa amt = > 
iw Tajikistan has the largest aluminum NISTAN 
manufacturing plant in Central Asia, but as it 0 100 km 
has no natural aluminum, it imports the raw ^ UD ace 
ore. This metal is used in cans, foils, and utensils. (approximate scale) 


55,637 sq miles 
(144,100 sq km) in this mountainous country, such as 

@ 8.9 million festivals to celebrate the first flowers 
€ Dushanbe of spring. Tajikistan’s Ismoil Somoni 
Q Tajik, Uzbek, Peak is one of the highest peaks in 
Russian Central Asia. 
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Pakistan 


Malala became 

the youngest person 
to win the Nobel 
Prize in 2014. 


Islamabad replaced the 
coastal city of Karachi as 
the capital in 1967. 


100 km 


0 


Shandur festival 


At this annual polo 
festival, teams play 
a match on the "m 
world's highest polo S iate?" 
ground, a sd X 3 Balochistan? 
Pass, at a height of Q un e 
12,139 ft (3,700 m)... Zs on 
Central Mak" 
Gwadar 
Kert í Vas " 3 


Artisans from the 
valley sculpted animals 
from clay and stone. 


Mount K2 

The mountain known as K2 
in the Karakoram Range is the 
world's second-highest peak. 


307,374 sq miles 
(796,095 sq km) 


j Q 234 million 
I Q9 Islamabad 


P Q Punjabi, Sindhi, Pashtu, 
other languages (+3) 


(approximate scale) 


Chaman® 


Pakistan has a diverse landscape of fertile 
plains, deserts, and mountains, such as 
the Karakoram Range and the Pamirs. 
It became an independent nation in 
1947 when the formerly British India was 
partitioned (split). 


100 miles 
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N Malala Yousafzai 
The global activist Malala has 
campaigned for girls’ education 
since being shot by militants in 
the Swat Valley who wanted to 
prevent girls from going to school. 


The Indus River has a total 
length of 1,990 miles (3,200 km). 
It is Pakistan's longest river 
and flows across the eastern 
part of the country. 


Indus Valley Civilization 
This ancient civilization 
grew up along 
the Indus River 
5,000 years ago. 


Truck art 
Colorful trucks brighten up the 
roads of Pakistan. Designs made on 
the trucks showcase religious symbols, 
famous people, and poems. 


Kandy Esala Perahera 

Also known as the “Festival of the Tooth,” 
this annual event in the city of Kandy pays 
tribute to a relic said to be the Buddha's 
tooth. Decorated elephants join dancers 
and acrobats in processions. 


INDIAN OCI 


25,332 sq miles 
(65,610 sq km) 


QD 22.9 million 


o Sri Jayewardenepura 
Kotte, Colombo 


Q Sinhala, Tamil, 
Sinhala-Tamil, English 


0 100 km 


0 100 miles 
(approximate scale) 
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Underwater cabinet meeting 


North Huvadhu 


In 2009, the Maldives government South gA" 
made history by holding the world’s Huvadhuy 


Atoll]: 
p= " l 


I Channe! 


first underwater cabinet meeting to 
promote action against rising water 
levels and climate change. 


Villingili Island 
2m(7 um | 


Gare, | Addu Atoll 
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The island country of Sri Lanka lies 
off the southern tip of India. Its 
location in the Indian Ocean has 
attracted traders since ancient times. 
Today, the country is known for its 
tea plantations and wildlife. 


d Miladummadulu Atoll 
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Stilt fishing 


These Sri Lankan fishermen jy 
perch on wooden stilts high over pam 
shallow waters to catch fish. 
Generations of families have 
used this technique, 


Maldives 


Malé 

One-third of the 
population inhabits 
the capital city of 
Male, taking up 

a whole island in 
the Malé atoll. 


Famous for their picture- 
perfect tropical beaches 
and clear waters, the 
flat, low-lying Maldives 
risk being submerged by 
rising sea levels. This 
archipelago consists of 
more than 1,000 coral 
islands, grouped into 

26 atolls. 


115 sq miles 
(298 sq km) 


@ 392,000 
@ Male 


Q Dhivehi, other 
languages (+3) 
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India 


Indian movies 


© 
na a es India produces more than 1,500 
< Buddhist faith. movies a year, in nearly 25 languages. 


Hindi movies are made in Bollywood 
and range from comedies (such as 
3 Idiots) to musicals and dramas. 


Symbolic hand 


There are many ~ V 
traditional Indian dance 
forms, each with their own 
unique costumes, music, and 
style. This dancer is performing 
Odissi—an ancient dance from 
eastern India. 


iy 
Gulf of Khan 


Panajie 


Arabian? 
Sea 


Arabian 
Sea 
Agatti 
Island .' 
T Kadamatt 
Island 
. Kavaratti 


Lakshadweep Islands 
Located off India’s 
southwestern coast is 
this group of 36 coral 
islands, of which only 


10 are inhabited. i 
Lakshadweep 


(Laccadive Islands) 
0 100 km 


— — ——35 
0 100 miles 


Mini 
(approximate scale) TAE 


1 Island 


Home to more than 1 billion people, India 
is the world's seventh-largest country by area. 
India ranges from the Himalayas in the north, 
to fertile river and coastal plains, where most 
people live. A rich variety of cultures, faiths, 
and languages makes India one of the most 
diverse nations on Earth. 
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The Ganges River 


(Ganga) flows over 
a length of 1,616 


Chandigarh * miles (2,601 km). 
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Bengal tiger 
India’s national animal is the 
endangered Bengal tiger, now 

protected in nature reserves. 


OCEAN 


1,269,219 sq miles 
(3,287,263 sq km) 


[i] 1.3 billion 
€ New Delhi 


Q Hindi, English, other 
languages (12+) 


Mango mania 

April to June is peak 

“mango season,” when 

Indians feast on more 
than 1,500 varieties 
of the sweet fruit. 


Kangchenjunga 
8,586 m (28,169 ft) 


Gangtokieg BHUTAN 


Kolkata was the capital 
of British India from 
1772 to 1911. 


Bay of 
Bengal 


- Holi festival 
E a celebrate the 
E 'arrival of spring by 
` throwing colored 
` powder on each 
- other in the festival 
of Holi. 


Geography: Forests, deserts, 

mountains, and plains make 
up India. Its climate is mostly hot 
and tropical. 


History: Many kingdoms 

in the region were under the 
British Empire, until the independent 
country of India formed in 1947. 


gods and goddesses Ñ 
c  ofHinduism. § 


The facade is made of 
marble and red sandstone. 


> = Purana Qila, one of Delhi's forts. 
E 
Tr 
M E Hindu gods 
3 Flute-playing 


Krishna is one 
of the main deities 
among the many 


The Andamans 
are made up 

of nearly 300 
islands with sandy 
beaches and 
tropical rain forests. 


g Culture: The wide variety in 
D music, dance, festivals, and 
art from all across the country reflects 
the cultural diversity of the nation. 


Natural wonders: The 

Himalayas are the world’s 
highest mountain range. They 
cross 10 Indian states. 


Qila-i-Kuhna Mosque 
Delhi is home to many magnificent monuments. 
This mosque was built around 1541 inside the 


Cricket balls are traditionally 
covered in red leather. 


Cricket 
India won the ^ 
Cricket World Cup — 
in 1983 and 2011. This 
popular sport is played 
all across the country. 


This houseboat 
ferries tourists. 


Moving house 
People use traditional 
boats called kettuvallam to 
transport goods along the 
waterways of southwestern 
India. Many of these 

boats have been turned 
into houseboats or 

homes for tourists. 


Launching satellites 
| — Since 1969, the Indian 
£^ Space Research 

Organisation 
|... (ISRO) has 
—* launched many 
satellites aboard 
heavy rockets, 
such as this 
GSLV Mark Ill. 


Wildlife: Many of the planet’s 

most loved, and feared, 
creatures are found in India—tigers, 
elephants, crocodiles, and cobras. 


Food and drink: Rice, flour, 
and lentils are staple foods, 
typically flavored with a range 
of spices. 
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Bangladesh 


The Sundarbans 
Sie xn Mangrove forests grow 
ur 3S. MN “SP E in the delta of the 

y | T-T ; Ganges River. Called 
the Sundarbans, these 
are home to animals, 
including the rare 


57,320 sq miles 
(148,460 sq km) 


QD 162.6 million 


Bengal tiger and Q Dhaka 
chital deer (left). Q Bengali, other 
languages (+8) 
ELLA The small, South Asian 
0 50 miles 


country of Bangladesh is 
This worker picks tea leaves by hand situated on the Bay of 

on a tea plantation in Sylhet. Bengal. It has a changing 
Bangladesh ranks among the world’s | landscape of sweeping 
top 10 tea producers. hillsides, mangrove 
forests, and riverside 
communities. 


(approximate scale) Tea picking 


Driving rickshaws New Year’s mask 


ne oo T z j rion ! 
© - j; * 

vehicles called rickshaws area | ChuadSnga E oen A 

common mode of transportation in o — K 


that celebrates the 
Bengali New Year. 
People take part in 
processions and make 


Bangladesh. About a million people 
earn a livelihood by driving a rickshaw. 


-— 


5 e Jessore J 
TRE 


Da Sweet dumplings : decorative masks. m Caren 
z a. ie | Mae abe 
yf » SA Ji. Traditional rice cakes ^s 3 E. MIX Y 
J > X i DE aka Haphon \ = »/ 
Nei Ww e made of rice flour, a vr mu Haphong : E 2 r^ 


Ü [ [ (3451 ft) AW 


Vigil fe aa milk, and coconut, 
VASE ge 
AK ; ES = called pitha, are Mouths of the 627 

Ww { F ni a a 

REE a special treat. Bay of z 
Fe nog Ey Festival masks feature 
Flower harvest >A ES colorful depictions 
The water lily grows wild in many of Ns of characters from 
" 4 Bangladesh's lakes and rivers. It is harvested Bengali folklore. 

au Jor its stalks—for eating—and the flowers. a \ 
J " 
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Buddhist prayer flags 
From monastery doorways 
to village entrances, prayer 
flags can be seen fluttering 

everywhere in Bhutan. 


Thimphu lies high 


in the Himalayas. Gangkhar Puensum 


yo 47,570 m (24,840 ft) 


Smiling nation 

Bhutan favors policies that focus on the 

happiness and well-being of 

its people. This country 
is called the happiest 
country in Asia. 


Tiger's Nest Monastery 
High up in the Paro Valley sits this 17th-century 
Buddhist temple, which marks the spot where 0 50 miles 
Buddhism was first practiced in Bhutan. (approximate scale} 


0 50 km 


14,824 sq miles Bhutan is a small Buddhist 
(38,394 sq km) kingdom in the eastern 

@ 782,000 Himalayas. The country’s 

€ Thimphu main export is hydropower, 

© Dzongkha, Nepali, | generated by the rivers that 
Assamese flow down its steep valleys. 


N o 1 00 km 
4 0 100 miles (e a 
(approximate scale) 
Ed Kathmandu is Top of the world 
Nepal's largest city Mount Everest is the 
ee world s highest peak, 
— 8,848 m (29,029 ft) located in southeastern 
The Bhavan Nepal. Many mountaineers 


climb its steep slopes, but 
fewer than 10,000 people 
have reached its summit. 


Temple is dedicated to 
Bhairava, a form of 


the Hindu god Shiva. NP 


e 
Janakpur 


"- uu y 
Fy Temple town 
M. — Magnificent temples and a 
a. former royal palace line 
Bw the wide squares in the 
ancient city of Bhaktapur. 


X Ms. 56,827 sq miles (147,181 sq km) 


cU. J O 30.3 million 
n i È y D Kathmandu 
Q Nepali, Maithili, Bhojpuri 


Three-quarters of Nepal is covered in mountains, 
including many of the world’s most majestic peaks. 
Its wildlife includes the Asiatic elephant, the one- 
horned rhinoceros, and the very rare snow leopard. 


153 


Hkakabo Razi 
5,885 m (19,308 ft) 
Bagan is a popular 
destination for 
hot-air ballooning. 


Kyaukse 

festival 

| A giant bamboo 

NN elephant takes center 

f o stage at this annual 

, festival where dancers 
dressed as elephants 
parade in the streets. 


0 150 miles 
approximate scale) 


Bagan skyline BANG Eee 
The beautiful city of Bagan features a stunning 
skyline of Buddhist temples built by its ancient 
rulers from the 11th century onward. 


Eating tea 4 

Although many 4 

cS nations drink 
tea, the people of 


Traditional parasols Munaung uuo eat it 


are made of bamboo, E "X r h Y Among the national 
— waxed cotton, or silk. Bei k | favorites is laphet thoke, 
a pickled tea leaf salad. 


(27 à 
Wey! 


Preparis 


Great Coco Island 


Yangon city 

Myanmar’s largest and busiest city is 
Yangon (formerly Rangoon), which 

‘ was the capital from 1948 to 2006. 


Lanbi Kyt 


Zadetkyi Kj 


261,228 sq miles 
(676,578 sq km) 


@ 56.6 million 
© Nay Pyi Taw 


Q Burmese 
(Myanmar), other 
languages (+7) 


Formerly called Burma, Myanmar 
is the second-largest country 

l in Southeast Asia. It is known 
Most of the country’s population p - 
is Buddhist, and there are about as "the land of golden pagodas 
500,000 Buddhist monks. Boys train because of its thousands of 
to be monks from the age of seven. spectacular temples. 


Young monks 


Buddhists in 
Myanmar wear 
maroon robes. 
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Laos BUB 


Nua P» p 
4 j 


Morning markets 


: > 
ache ina: FL i Markets in Laos sell a variety of local zi 
Hine ; j j produce, such as noodles made from rice. 
ules $ a giani gre x A ox mf Textiles, handcrafted goods, and traditional 
that thrives in Laos. T i ANGCHAN) f s cuisine are all traded at busy stalls. 
stems make poles for building 4 1 


things, and the leaves can 
be woven into baskets. 


Vientiane sits on 
the banks of the - 5 
Mekong River. abouli | Gs 


0 100 km 


po 100 miles 


=. (approximate scale) 3 /* Attap 
AS 
ò ov 
CAMP? 


Laos is a landlocked 

91,428 sq miles country in Southeast 
(236,800 sqkm) | Asia with a landscape 

Q 7.4 million of mountains, forests, and 


Mekong River 

The lifeline of the country is € Vientiane waterfalls. The Mekong 
the Mekong River. It is used for Q Lao, other River runs the length of 
transportation and watering crops. languages (+5) the country. 


E — Cambodia LJ 


z 


0 50km 
0 50 miles 
Apsara dance (approximate scale) 


Apsaras are heaven's Angkor Wat 
female dancers in The Buddhist temple of 
Hindu mythology » Phnom Penh is Angkor Wat is the largest 
This traditional j “roe PENH known as “the religious monument in 

style of Cambodian Sinon x p S Pearl of Asia.” the world. It is featured 
Dur on the Cambodian flag. 

dance was named Thailand flag. 

after them. 


The mountains of 
Cambodia are covered 
in dense tropical 
forests. Most people 
live in lowland areas © 69,898 sq miles 
where crops such as (181,035 sq km) 
rice can be farmed @ 16.9 million 
and cattle graze. @ Phnom Penh 


Q Khmer, other 
languages (+4) 


mmm Thailand 


Doi Inthanon 
Waterfalls, forests, 
shrines, and the country’s 
highest mountain can all 
be found in Doi Inthanon 


Tropical beaches 
To the south of Thailand are thousands of remote 
islands and unspoiled beaches that are accessible only 


National Park. : ; ; 
Hon by boat. Railay Beach, near Phuket, is a favorite 
a with rock climbers and swimmers. 
Ay e 0 100 km 
> am 
N 0 100 miles l| 
x (approximate scale) f fruit 
This character >f EA r Queen o rui 
battles a demon in 0 he mangosteen is a 
Khon dance a scene from the epic E v " purple tropical fruit with 


For centuries, masked 
Thai performers 
have taken part in 
khon, a spectacular 
dance-drama. 


poem Ramakien. a soft, juicy pulp 
that is grown 


in Thailand. 


F OD! 
Qe ^ Muay Thai 


S The national sport of 
© ry Thailand is a form of boxing 
eet e ! called Muay Thai. Fighters can 
Ko Chang i use their fists, elbows, knees, and 
j shins to combat their opponent. 


e Chumphon 


Thailand 


Ko Phangan 


‘Ko Samui 


DR xS 
Y  KoLante y "s 
M xm 
E o KoTarutaomesm 
"n 

o e. 


ng 


: Floating markets \ 
Betten In Thailand, vendors fill boats called 
i sampans with fresh produce to sell to | 
locals and tourists. Damnoen Saduak | 
in Ratchaburi is one of Thailand's eee l 
198,116 sq miles largest floating markets. — 2 
(513,120 sq km) : v 


© 69 million 
Q9 Bangkok 


Q Thai, other 
languages (+6) 


The bustling capital of Bangkok 

and tropical southern islands draw 
millions of visitors to Thailand every 
year. Buddhism is the main religion 
here, and thousands of temples and 
statues of the Buddha dot the country. 
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Red-shanked douc 
Bright red legs give 

this eye-catching 
monkey its name. It 
lives high in the trees of 
Vietnamese rain forests. 


0 100 km 


0 100 miles 
(approximate scale) id 


Rice terraces 
Rice is an important 
crop in Southeast Asia. 
It is grown in wet paddy 
fields or on steplike 
“terraced” fields in hilly 
areas. Vietnam ranks 
among the world’s top 
five rice producers. 


Golden Bridge 
Two big stone hands support 
this scenic walkway in the hills 


on the bridge at a height of 
4,590 ft (1,400 m). 


7 L 
e Tay Ninh- % 


O Bien Hoa. 


M s Chau Doc 4 
; EN Chi Minh © į 
iP Vinh Long 229 : d 
Quoc \ li XN Vung Tau 
ach otra Vinh 
Gulf of Jaa Rs Fang sis 
. e e 29 yê 
Thailand Ca Mau Bac E NO 


Con Son 
f Island 
Noodle soup 


Every region of Vietnam has a 
N different recipe for making pho— 
f a traditional noodle soup made 


with broth, meat, and herbs. 
Hanoi Train Street 


Twice a day, a train speeds through 
this narrow, residential street in Hanoi's 
Old Quarter. Locals stay clear of the 
tracks for their own safety 


Ha Long Bay 
Rocky limestone islands covered in 
rain forest dot the waters of this bay near 
Hai Phong in northeastern Vietnam. Tourists 
visit this popular spot on daily boat trips. 


127,880 sq miles 
(331,210 sq km) 


(QD 98.7 million 
© Hanoi 


Q Vietnamese, other 
languages (+8) 


Vietnam lies on the eastern edges 
of the Southeast Asian peninsula. 
There are mountains to the north 
and central highlands. To the south 
of Ho Chi Minh City, the Mekong 
River ends its 2,800-mile (4,500 km) 
journey across Asia in a vast, 
fertile delta. 


Philippines 


Batani Waxy, turquoise flowers grow 
M rlan AiE rait up to 35 in (90 cm) long. 
* uz 
m Babuyan ^ d 
< Islands, 
Q 
S 0 200 miles 
Y (approximate scale) 
~ 
3 Luzon 
9 Jade vine 
o Manila is the most The vibrant jade 


densely populated 
city in the world. 


vine grows in the 
country's tropical 
Philippine forests, creeping up 
Sea the tree trunks to 
Maianduanes reach sunlight. 


Mount Pinatubo 
1,486 m 


Wide-eyed 
tree-dweller 
The nocturnal . AV. if i 
Philippine tarsier is ea 
one of the world’s smallest 
primates. It lives on the 
southeastern islands. 


À VIR ES city 


Princesa 


cagayan 


A spiny exterior 
Islands 


protects the soft 


Mindana 


Mount Apo 
2,954 m 
(9,692 ft) 


Chocolate hills 
The unusual conical hills of Bohol Island are 
covered in green grass, which turns chocolate 

brown in the dry season. 


Marang fruit 

The juicy marang fruit is a local 
favorite. Although it does not 
smell very nice, the flesh is sweet. 


—H = 


300,000 sq km 
(115,830 sq miles) 


' © 109 million 
k Manila 


Q Filipino, English, 
other languages (4+) 


Tinikling dance 
The national dance of 
tinikling involves dancers 
moving in rhythm over a 
pair of bamboo poles 
that are slid around 
on the ground. 


The Philippines is a collection 

of more than 7,000 islands in 
southeastern Asia. Dotted across 
the country are more than 20 
active volcanoes. The eruption 

of Mount Pinatubo, on Luzon, 

in 1991, was one of the most 

powerful in the 20th century. 


Mongolia Fw 


Sand and snow Naadam festival 

The towering dunes of the Every July, people all over 

Gobi Desert dwarf a herd of Mongolia take part in the 
two-humped Bactrian camels, Naadam sporting festival. 
kept by nomadic Mongols They compete in horse 
for transportation, wool, racing, wrestling, 
milk, and meat. E. and archery. 


eisy 


Nayramadlin Orgil 
4,374 m (14,350 ft) R U 


/ In bkyukl bokh, a form of Mongolian 
wrestling, wrestlers win by forcing 


Bergenia flower 
rg Al their opponent to the ground. 


Despite its delicate 


e Baruun-Urt 
T e 4 


e" » oa e Mandalgovi 


appearance, this N 
resilient flower z 
thrives in Mongolia’s 
low temperatures. $ 
Choybalsan 
x . 
77; Bayanhongor b ~-Ondorhaan ^ 
e t^ ~ Y > " d 


s b- Saynshand " 
> ^. 


e Dalandzadgad 


i 
é / ` 
N A 
200 km Horsehead fiddle 
Suse A carved horsehead tops the 
(approximate scale) morin khuur—a traditional bowed 


instrument played for centuries. 


Nomadic life v ; 

Around a million « 
Mongolians live as i" S Way a 
traditional nomads. A l y " 


They set up temporary 
camps known as gers 
and travel on horseback 
to tend their herds. 


Mongolia is a vast country 


603,908 sq miles in Central Asia with 
(1,564,116 sq km) landscapes ranging from 

© 3.2 million the snowcapped Altai 

€ Ulaanbaatar Mountains in the west 


Q Khalkha Mongolian, | to the vast, cold Gobi 
other languages (+3) | Desert in the south. 
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; Often eaten during lunar '! 
e celebrations in fall, 
this cake is a rich, sweet 
S y baked dessert. g1^ N 


Great Wall of China 

A huge stone wall was 
built across China over 
many centuries to protect it 
from invaders. The Great 
Wall spans more than 
13,000 miles (21,000 km). 


Dragons—symbols of good 
luck—are made to dance 


through the streets. Giant pandas 


These endangered bears live in 
forested mountains in China, where 


y €x NI they survive on a diet of bamboo 
A 


plants. Fewer than a thousand 


f 7 adults exist in the wild. 
X A Chinese New Year 
T BA. China's most important festival marks 
yet. 


Ne the New Year and the coming of spring. 
This event is also celebrated in some 


other parts of Southeast Asia. 


> 
ev Le 4- 
- 
PE e 
CINA x 
z Vee 
~< As 


Wa OA AE 
N A ys Bs cat 


More than one-fifth of the people in the world live 

in China, making it the most populated nation on 
Earth. Officially known as the People’s Republic 

of China, it is also the world’s third-largest country. 
China has a varied landscape of desert, mountains, 
and plains, but the majority of its inhabitants live 

in towns and big cities. 


Mooncake | 


Y ras Ae. 
ce x r- 
frin 


NOTER FH cm 
FT oes fasse e Why =~ -- "gs 


Industry and trade 
China is one of the largest and fastest-growing 
economies in the world. [t manufactures most 
goods for export but imports goods, too. 


o 3,705,407 sq miles 
(9,596,960 sq km) 


@ 1.39 billion 

Q9 Beijing 

Q Mandarin, other 
languages (+6) 


Mec E 


Dunhuang e 
. Jiayuguane 
uoc S 


Chinese lanterns 
Lanterns are featured in the 
decorations for Chinese 
New Year. The red stands 
for happiness and the 
gold signifies wealth. 


0 250 km 


0 250 miles 
(approximate scale) 


EA 


NS 
 Tongliao e © 


MoNcot' ^^ 


G o p 
Zhangye gran = Modern Shanghai 


On the central coast of China lies Shanghai, 
a sprawling city known for industry and 
commerce. It is China's largest city. 


Traditional opera “® 
Since the 18th century, 
Chinese performers have 
used music, mime, and Re 
Ningbo dance in their dramatic 
operatic plays. 


The style of the headdress 
reveals information about the 
opera s characters—this is 
the crown of a noblewoman. 


| TAIWAN 


Fan Zhendong 

Table tennis has been 
China's most popular sport 
since the 1950s, and Fan 
Zhendong is among its 
greatest players. 


Geography: The Yangtze g Culture: The countryis į 
and the Yellow Rivers are famous for philosophy, 
the longest in China. To the north architecture, martial arts, 
lies the Gobi Desert. and visual arts. 
History: Until the Communist Food and drink: Rice, 
Revolution in 1949, China noodles, meat, vegetables, 
was ruled by emperors for and tea are at the heart of 
more than 4,000 years. Chinese cuisine. 


North Korea 


Bubble tea 

This popular drink was invented 
in Taiwan during the 1980s. It is 
a blend of milk, sugar, tea leaves, 
and tapioca balls, and it can 
come in many fruit flavors. 


13,892 sq miles 
(35,980 sq km) 


Q 23.6 million 
Q9 Taipei 


© Amoy Chinese, 
other languages (+2) 


The mountainous island of Taiwan 
in the Pacific Ocean lies about 100 
miles (160 km) off the southeastern 
coast of China. The country is famous 
for its natural beauty and the fusion 
of different cultures. 


No man’s land 0 


Rush-hour traffic 
Motorbikes often 
outnumber cars in 
the storm of traffic 
that hits Taipei every 
morning and evening. 


Keelung Fast China 
TAIPEI Sea 


0 30 km 


0 30 miles 
approximate scale) 


Islands * 


eT'ai-tung 
{ Lü Tao 


South China 4 
Sad Lan Yü $ 


Ace students 
Math and science are 
valued highly in Taiwan, and 
its students achieve some of 
the best scores in the world. 


Rhythmic gymnastics 
involves dance 


Paektu Mountain routines with balls. 


44m 


50 km (9,002 ft) 


Afier a three-year war between North and South 3 


Korea, ending in 1953, a demilitarized zone was 
created between the two countries. Nature thrives 
in this 2.5-mile (4 km) strip of empty land. 


50 miles 


(approximate scale) 


Champion gymnasts 
Kosong Worth Korea has won three 
Olympic gold medals for 
artistic gymnastics. 


46,540 sq miles 
(120,538 sq km) 


@ 25.6 million 
€ Pyongyang 
O Korean 


North Korea separated from South 
Korea after World War II. The 
border between the countries was 
drawn across the middle of the Korean 
peninsula along a line of latitude. 


South Korea <@, 


Sejong the Great 

One of the most revered figures in 

Korean history, King Sejongdaewang 

was a brilliant scholar who ruled the 
nation in the 15th century, 


Global pop The Hangul alphabet 


OR s introduced b 
Korean pop (or K-pop) music has become w^ SK Reece cadens 
hugely popular worldwide, with bands ee rinm 
such as BTS (above) selling millions of "4 ^ 


singles and albums. 


Delicious dish 
The popular South Korean 
dish bibimbap is a mix 
of rice, vegetables, meat, 
and egg. It originated in 
the 15th century Hats worn 
by military 
| musicians are 
often decorated 
with bird feathers. 


Lotus vase 
Korea has a tradition 
of fine pottery and 
porcelain. Much was 
produced during 
the Goryeo Dynasty `Ñ 
(918-1392 ce), including 
this ornate vase featuring 
a lotus flower. \ 


N 
J . Hallasan S it 
Fighters must strike the colored 1,947 m Jej ü Jeju Stra 
areas of their opponent’s body or (6,388 ase 4 


head protector to score . i 


Marching music 
Daechwita is a traditional 
50 km 3s 
NE 


form of military marching music 


50 miles that uses instruments such as 
NE scale) 


v 


BN 


drums, brass horns, and gongs. 
It accompanies the ceremonial P 
changing of the guards at the (= EN 
country s royal palaces. x 
TLA EE 


Tae Kwon Do 

The national sport of South Korea is 
Tae Kwon Do. Competitors are allowed 
to use both their hands and feet during A yonggo isid barrel 


; . : drum decorated with 
matches. This ancient martial art was painted dragons. 


LI | invented to help soldiers prepare for battle. s 


. On the bottom half of a peninsula 
LER. jutting out between the Sea of 
o Bi faniBan Japan and the Yellow Sea, South 
@ Seoul Korea is one of Asia's biggest 
economies, with booming 
businesses in electronics 
and car manufacturing. 


Q Korean 
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Japan 


The red disc stands for the sun 
and represents Japan as “the 
land of the rising sun.” 


Mount Fuji 

At 12,390 ft (3,776 m) high, 
Mount Fuji is the country's 
tallest peak. This active volcano, 
which last erupted in 1707, is 

a sacred site. 


[^ 


Origami 

The art of folding paper into 
imaginative shapes is called origami. 
Millions enjoy this artistic activity. 


Earthquake drill 

Japan has more than 75 active 
volcanoes, and one in five of all major 
earthquakes occurs here. Regular earthquake 
evacuation drills help school children 
learn what to do in the event of 

an emergency 


Tsushima 


Traditional sweets 
Japanese people enjoy 
eating handcrafted sweets 
called wagashi, made from 
fruit, grains, and sugar. 


Kitakyus 


East China 
Sea 


Pacific territories 
Hundreds of inhabited and 
uninhabited islands belonging to Japan 
are scattered around a vast area of the 

Pacific Ocean and East China Sea. 


z : A 
Torii gates are often painted xo 
bright red to ward off evil spirits. 


0 100 km 


C 
: a st \  Osumi- 
5 A xo 
Torii gate jOsumi-shotogf | 0  100mites Se? "s P, 
Faia ; (approximate scale) se "m. U 

This iconic gateway x ie Nan?’ Amami-0- E. 

is seen all over Japan, e ) R yu kyu Tokuno-sh e 

, Sakishj, 9 

marking the entrances ESLER N 


/ s, 
d v i 4% 


to sacred shrines. Some Ns, A 
Ishigaki-jima Miyako-jima 


shrines have more than 
one torii gate. 


The island country of Japan celebrates the old 


0 100 km 
i T 
0 100 miles 
(approximate 


[i scale) 
i 1. Miyake-jima 


O-shima 


"| 4 Hachijo-jima 
c T 
a | Aoga-shima 


Tori-shima 
Philippine 
Sea Q 
Mukojima-rett 
Chichijima-reti 
Hahajima-rett 
Kita-lo-jima 
lo-jima . > 
Minami-lo-jima 


and the new. Ancient traditions are honored as 
an important part of everyday life, while the nation 
still maintains its position as a world leader in 
cutting-edge technology. Japan is one of the 
world’s richest countries, and its people enjoy 


a high standard of living. 


145,913 sq miles 
(377,915 sq km) 


@ 125.5 million 
€ Tokyo 
Q Japanese 


RUSSIA 


à Kuril 
Sea of Islands 
Okhotsk i 


- 9 75 km 


0 75 miles 
approximate scale) 


— 
Robotics 


like humans. 
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Japanese macaques 
Monkeys called macaques grow thick 


fur to keep warm in snowy northern 


Japan and even bathe in hot springs 


to escape the freezing temperatures. 


Geography: Japan consists 

of many islands on the 
Pacific Ocean. Three-quarters of 
the landscape is mountainous. 


History: The earliest settlers 

arrived about 30,000 years ago. 
Over the centuries, Japan has seen 
both imperial and military rule. 


Japanese robot regm 
ASIMOcan £ ^ 
open doors, lift ! l 
objects, and 4 
play soccer. z 
w 
C pL 
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Japanese scientists 
have developed robots 
capable of moving 


SIMO y 


HONDA ` 


3 . 


Capital city 

Tokyo is the world’s 
largest urban area, 
with more than 

35 million people. 


Culture: From calligraphy, 
OS poetry, and theater to bonsai, 
origami, and martial arts, a wide 
variety of customs and traditions 

is at the heart of Japanese culture. 


Natural wonders: More than 
100 volcanoes dot the country. 
The most famous is Mount Fuji. 


Cherry blossom 
Nature is celebrated 
in Japan, with crowds 
of people flocking to local 
parks to view the pretty 
pink cherry blossoms in 


Kimono 

For special occasions, 
such as weddings and 
temple visits, the kimono 
is worn. Both men and 
women wear this 
formal clothing. 


Calligraphy 
Shodo, a form of 
calligraphy, is the 
creation of decorative 
symbols and lettering 
by brush or pen. This 

Japanese art form 
dates back centuries. 


Wildlife: Much of Japan is 

covered in forests—a haven 
for wildlife such as macaques, 
bears, squirrels, and wild boar. 


Food and drink: People eat 

a healthy diet rich in fish. Japan 
is known for its green tea, consumed 
without milk. 


` 


x 

e Taking flight we 
M a la S | a Kite flying is popular in Malaysia. The wau 
bulan, meaning “moon kite,” is a large kite / 


with a bamboo frame and floral decorations. 


Asia 


The art of defense 

A traditional Malaysian 
martial art, called Silat 
Melayu, helps develop 
self-defense techniques. 


Ko e Kota Bharu 


George 5 - 
Tow e 
è Kuala 


Taipi rA a Terengganu 


Many children learn f , TA X Taman Negara 
it at school. Giant bloom M i "e Kuantan 
~ | The world’s biggest à Klange 2 ALAEUMPUR 
e flower belongs to a plant twt Et E 


called rafflesia, found n 7, Y aM “l 


some parts of Malaysia. o a ^e Jehor Bahru 
Itcan reach 3 fi (1 m) wide ^ “SINGAPORE > 
Pare Bards Oe and produces a foul smell $1 | 


weapons can 
both be used for 
this martial art. 


to attract insects. 


Noisy caller 
Malaysia’s national 
bird, the rhinoceros hornbill 
is recognized by its bright beak 
and a hollow hornlike structure 

on its head that amplifies its song. 


Indonesia 


Marine life 
The Raja Ampat coral reef : 


Wai i 
a5 SINGAPORE 
north of Sorong in New 
Guinea is home to whales 
and dolphins, more than 
500 species of coral, and 


di h. 
thousands of different fis Shadow pune 


Used in traditional Indonesian 
storytelling, these puppets cast 
dramatic shadows when held 
in front of a screen and lit from C : 

behind. Puppeteers use rods EA N 
735,358 sq miles (1,904,569 sq km) to animate the characters. 
(D 267 million 
© Jakarta 


Q Javanese, Sundanese, 
other languages (+3) 


The largest country in Southeast Asia, 
Indonesia consists of 13,466 islands across 
3,100 miles (5,000 km) of sea. Most people 


iss live on the island of Java. 


Taman Negara Park 
Visitors can climb a ropeway 
to explore the canopy of one 
of the world’s oldest deciduous 
rain forests at this enormous 
national park on the 

Malay Peninsula. 


Stinky fruit 

The durian is an unusual 
fruit with a smell so bad 
that it is banned on 
public transportation 
in Malaysia. 


Gunung Kinabalu 
4,101 


(13,454 ft) 


A spiky outer shell protects the 
soft, yellowish flesh of the fruit. 


N Petronas Towers 

The world's tallest twin towers are the 

100 km Petronas Towers in Kuala Lumpur. 

S ee ze nites With a height of 1,483 ft (452 m), these 


(approximate scale) skyscrapers both have 88 floors. 


127,354 sq miles This tropical, Southeast Asian 
(329,847 sq km) country is made up of the Malay 
Q 32.6 million Peninsula and part of the island 
@ Kuala Lumpur of Borneo. Malaysia is known for its 
Q Bahasa Malaysia, popular beaches, lush rain forests, 
ens ca and large multicultural cities. 


Rain forest 
rover 
The island of 
Sumatra is home 
to the Sumatran 
Orangutan, a critically 
endangered primate. It 
spends most of its time 
in the trees and sleeps in 
a nest of branches. 


Sensational satay 
j Among Indonesia’s favorite dishes 
A 5 | à is skewered and grilled meat 
N i " 
M PHILIP yy, Es called satay, served with 
a delicious peanut sauce. 


OCEAN 


Puncak Jaya 
5,040 m (16,535 ft) 


\ Jayapura 
iy t " Pe ‘GUNA, 
‘My. Z ! angg 
TENE Ny, 1 
"i Rc. 

3 
eSSer Sunda Islands ; 
—— 
iret mas: 


EE" TIMOR 7; 
Kupang Timor Sea 


GUINEA 
bou, ; 
4 


Long arms help the 
orangutan to swing freely 
between the trees. 


T 0 200 miles 


A " (approximate scale) 
M 


SEL Bamboo music 

' The angklung is a musical 
instrument invented in 

Indonesia. Bamboo tubes 
attached together with rattan 
(strips of a palm tree) are beaten 

or shaken to create sounds. 
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Singapore 


Mouse deer 

At only 18 in (45 cm) 
tall, the mouse deer of 
Singapore is the world’s 
smallest hoofed mammal. 


277 sq miles 
(719 sq km) 
@ 6.2 million 
Q9 Singapore 
Q Mandarin, 


Malay, Tamil, 
English 


A bridge connects this tropical 
island country in Southeast Asia 
to mainland Malaysia. Singapore is a 
city-state and a prosperous center 
of finance and industry. 


Marina Bay Sands 
is a luxury hotel. 


Bumboat travel 
Brightly colored 


bumboats cruise 

the Singapore River, N 

providing a water 

taxi service or taking Street food 


The lively streets of Singapore are 
known for food stalls that serve a 
broad range of local dishes and 
international cuisine. 


tourists on trips. 


M 


X 


Bl 
A 


South 
China Sea 


p Singapore 


Pulau Sudong| T ; À À 1 re ^N Buddha Tooth 
Pulau Pawai u Pulau WN Relic T 1 
Strait DF € Semakau Sebarok Ai j| NN elic 1empie 
Singapore Pulau Senang ay Ki M MA This statue 
DOLO AM ofthe Buddha 

0 6 km The Buddha È ^ 7 p is displayed in a 
= is the founder : 
0 6 miles of bp Du) f, temple that also 


(approximate scale) 


; AM holds a tooth 
b 3j j iA believed to be from 
P zj the Buddha himself. 


Gardens by the Bay 

Opened in 2012, this award-winning 
nature park of gardens and greenhouses 
is a star attraction in Singapore. 


The park features 
illuminated structures that 
reach up to 164 ft (50 m). 


2,226 sq miles 
(5,765 sq km) 


\ o 464,480 cni" a pakan 

p. P» o Bandar Seri Begawan Qd (n ea Kom popes | T. Proboscis monkey 
Q Malay, English, 5: -— z BEGAWAN ^ High in the forests 
Chinese — ^ € of Brunei lives the 
~  Belait, ^ e Pekan Seria ,Bangar endangered proboscis 
i i 229 monkey, recognizable 
Despite being among the e Kampong, _ Kampong. = by its large nose. 

smallest, Brunei is one of cae ~jampon Lab i Batang Duri ¢ E. 


domes and : E 
minarets top ‘Kampong Teraja F 
the royal MA Y 
palace. i P d Ne is S / 


the richest nations on Earth 

because of its plentiful oil and | 
gas reserves. The Sultan (ruler) 
of Brunei is one of the world's 
wealthiest people. 


Bukit Pagon 
1,850m 
(6,070 ft) 


0 20 miles 
(approximate scale) 


Royal palace 
The Sultan of Brunei lives 

in a palace called the Istana 
Nurul Iman. Surrounded 
by a lagoon, it is 

the world's largest 

T residential palace. 


Timor-Leste E 


Traditional clothing 


Tais cloth is the traditional JE? Pulau —€—Á 
® textile of Timor-Leste. These m Ls NGG wet ar 5 Lu 
children are wearing golden V M s DILI T— 
headdresses and colorful 2 E UTOR T e ii rE uoto 


* aleia xi | 4 » 


o^ MEE —- 
< w 
sarongs called tais mane. c, : : 


pat, 
em: j 


E 


O Viqueque 
Pante 
Makassar en” ^ 
p y Lads ) : s € 
ind ° Sacred huts 
decem N All over Timor-Leste, people 
visit sacred huts that stand as 
0 20 miles F, 
(approximate scale) f prayer houses and special places 
to remember their ancestors. 


5,743 sq miles Timor-Leste sits on the eastern 
(14.574 sq kn) side of the island of Timor. Dili 
@ 1.4 million is the capital and largest city. 
© Dili The country has a tropical climate 
P d © Tetum, Bahasa and a landscape of mountains, 
Indonesia, grasslands, and coral reefs. 
Portuguese 
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PACIFIC E ] 


OCEAN \ 


0 
P 0 500 km 


N 
North 0 500 miles 5 


Island (approximate scale) 


ZEALAND le j | 


A 


AUSTRALIA 
AND OCEANIA 


Ss] Law 


2x Australia 


Medics take to the skies in light 
aircraft to provide emergency 
care to people living in remote 


regions of the Outback. 
We Port | Te 
V — d Port Hedland at Sandy Desert 
, Karratha 
Hame ey- 
S s k AAA ul 
s : ng uru 
O xmouth, e (Ayers Rock) 
$5, Gibson 863m 
v cp (2,831 ft) 
E ange Desert å 
u Paradise for beachgoers WESTERN iz Wry 
Millions of surfers flock to the Gold Coast and AUSTRALIA Inges 


Sunshine Coast in the east to ride the waves. Í 
Great Victoria Desert 


Road train 
Long trucks called “road trains” 
haul supplies vast distances 
across Australia. Some 


measure more than E. : » "x 7 à; 
164 ft (50 m) long. 1 ez | p——-* remantle i 
RU a M Bag |) =< Mandurah : r ^ 
ail ; j mU y Great Australian 
PT LIA | “ <= 


i ie E. d BS Bight 
Bt mi " “© Albany 


Kal li A 
* Kalgoorlie aikan bor Plain 


€ am 
PET | 
T Indigenous art 
For centuries, Aboriginal artists have 
painted elements from their sacred 
Sacred rock tales called dreamtime stories. The 
At the heart of Australia, near the remote town of artist June Smith stands in front of 
Alice Springs, lies Uluru, an ancient sandstone rock her work Flowers After the Rain. 
sacred to the Aboriginal people. During sunrise and 
sunset, the sunlight gives it a reddish glow. 


* 


: Eu pm - '? i. 
Australia is the biggest island on Earth. 
Situated in the southern hemisphere, it is the 
largest nation in Oceania and the world’s 
sixth-largest country. Much of Australia is 
desert, so people live in coastal towns and 


cities. The hot, dry areas in the interior are 
known as the Outback. 


2,988,901 sq miles 
(7,741,220 sq km) 


@ 25.5 million 
€ Canberra 


Q English, other 
languages (+6) 
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0 200 400km 


0 200 400miles 
(approximate scale) 


N 

wes ET oa f 
e 4 

~ Katherine Ni Gulf of 


> 
Carpentari Es Great Barrier Reef zi 
OS 9 The world's largest coral reef lies in the Coral Sea a 
Og E h^ W off Australia s northeastern coast. More than S 
a, 3 3 1,500 species of fish are found in its waters. 2 
NORTHERN fe Es o 2 
A Gin P ^ . o 
TERRITORY a En A CAI Bouncing “roos” 3 
Molnt coun UA i ERE Australia is home to 5 
: : ae millions of kangaroos. e 
Macd? [p ~ a Their powerful legs 
Ne m ze f help them leap up to 30 ft 
œ — Alice Springs QUEENSLAND O p (9 m) in a single hop and 
Simpson O aq reach a top speed of 
Desert a 2 44 mph (71 km/h). 
" * Windorah E om 
SOUTH i — 
AUSTRALIA 
o 
Lake Fraser 
Eyre Island 
Lake ¢ 


b " j NN 
Broken ee l 
ze 7 E 
z NEW SOUTH amu Eucalyptus forests 
WALES B 5 


About three-quarters of 
Australia's forests are made 
up of eucalyptuses, tough 
trees able to survive the hot, 
dry Australian summers. 


"i; Murray Rive, 4 


laide i 2 "xe Newcastle 


Kangaroo VICTORIA 
Island i 


Bendigo 
e The design of the roofs 
o OE mirror the sails of ships Sydney Opera House 
S < a 4 dm b 2 in the harbor One of Australia’s most famous 
4 ^ TT | buildings is the Opera House at Sydney 
^ King A | Harbour. Concerts and shows have been 
sandy, Bass Strait Te staged here since it opened in 1973. 


Venomous snakes asmani - 
Three species of taipan, RN 

including this inland taipan, NN y 
are native to Australia. They are S. N 


: M A i NETL Ho i Fu 
highly venomous. 7 ems j WD Witt l WN 


fa. ee 


Geography: The central g Culture: Australians enjoy Wildlife: Marsupials (animals 

desert region is edged by D adventures in the great that raise young in pouches), 
grasslands, rain forests, outdoors and the water and such as kangaroos and koalas, 
mountains, and beaches. are a great sporting nation. are unique to Australia. 

History: The indigenous Natural wonders: The Food and drink: Australian food 

Australian Aboriginals were dramatic landscape ranges is as multicultural as its people, 
the first people to arrive and settle in from the Great Barrier Reef to with a mix of local, Asian, and 
Australia more than 50,000 years ago. the Great Dividing Range. Mediterranean dishes. 
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Bil Papua New Guinea 


pera, Staple crop Flamboyant feathers 
«Ww Taro is a starchy root vegetable The eye-catching Raggiana 
ME. eaten in many Papua New Guinea bird of paradise is found 
dishes. It has been cultivated on widely in the nation's 

the islands for thousands of years. rain forests. It appears on 


the country s national flag. 


Manus 
Island 


Biden no a fai o enoa viij j 


= i " 
Smark Arch; HP eKavieng 
(7p) / y^) e Tt N. "] 
ly Mount Wilhelm . 4 9 g Th T ) 
z (14,793 fü) Bismarck N 4 l a a Ý i 
o | S ea ew iretan J DL 
Q "I 0 100 km 
i j i r 
z Lm ML o 100 miles 
~ Ong Ki (approximate scale) 
R "TED d m. Buka 
? A Ny; Bougainville s 
N ew v q lay | Island 


New Britain 
The island of Bougainville 


is home to Bagana, the most 


e Weam Solomon A eae ges x 
7 active voicano in the country. ^ d 
eR “ Gulf of í Sea NIC S o 
ZW à 7 | v eg SS 
RA Papua | s Popondetta Kiriwina e^ 
Torres Lxx : M owes zt: 2. — 
c POR 1 $ Kop. Tree kangaroo 


MORESBY 


D Tis ) Deep in Papua New 
Woodlark — Guinea s rain forests 
ee live tree kangaroos. 


a These skilled climbers 
c a spend most of 
Mud masks oF their time on trees, 
Q Tagulo eating leaves 
To scare away enemies, the Z Island NN, v ewe 
tradition of the Asaro people of N RI eg i and fruit. 


the eastern highlands is to wear 
monster masks made of clay. 


Sacred architecture Colorful mosaics decorate 
The National Parliament building the tall, sweeping facade. 
in Port Moresby is built in the 
style of a Haus Tambaran, 

a traditional sacred 

meeting house. 


178,703 sq miles 
(462,840 sq km) 


@ 7.2 million 
Q9 Port Moresby 


QO Tok Pisin, other 
languages (+800) 


Papua New Guinea is a collection 
of 600 tropical islands. Most 
people live in rural villages, 
many of which have their own 
distinct ways of life. 


This ornate, hand-painted 
wooden carving of Tangaroa, 
the Maori god of the sea, is 
on display in Auckland. 


Extreme sports 
Thrill seekers can enjoy 
a variety of extreme sports in 
the great outdoors. These include 
skydiving, white-water rafting, 
and bungee jumping. 


0 100 km 


0 100 miles 
(approximate scale) 


Maori carvings 4 
The Maori are Polynesian 


settlers who first arrived " paeta 
in New Zealand in the on 724 m 
; ; 12,218 ft 

14th century. Their carvings ( ) » aN 


are treasured artifacts. 


O 
«4 8 MNA o4 
" P 0 Gt h 
i il 


Stewart 
Island. 


103,798 sq miles 
(268,838 sq km) 


(D 4.9 million 
€3 Wellington 
Q English, Maori 


Island C 


Milford Sound 
. Mountains and rain forest surround 
this fjord (deep sea inlet) in South 
Island. Dolphins and seals 


New Zealand m 


Dairy farming 

New Zealand is one 
of the world's biggest 
dairy producers. 
Millions of cows graze 
in pastures across 


eitis the country. 
"e Whangarei 


Great Barrier 
Island 


A4 


Beloved bird 


Native to New Zealand, 
the flightless kiwi 
bird is the unofficial 
national symbol. 
^ in Bay of 
Eu mE. North N 
D Island 


211 
rd 
Zu 


r4 v 
5 1] Gisborne 


The team performs the 
ceremonial Maori dance 
called the haka before the 
start of every game. 


\ 


New Zealand All Blacks 
The country’s national sport is rugby. The 
national team, known as the All Blacks, has 
won the rugby union World Cup three times. 


swim in its waters. 


Two islands in the Pacific Ocean make 

up New Zealand. Its landscape is a mix of 
stunning coastline, active volcanoes, and 
fertile farmland. There are 30 million sheep 
here—which far outnumber the people. 
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Palau is a nation of more than 300 
islands in the western Pacific Ocean. 
Many Palauans make a living from 

tourism, agriculture, or fishing. 


177 sq miles (459 sq km) 
Q 21,700 
© Ngerulmud 


© Palauan, English, other 
languages (+4) 


Built in 1890, Airai Bai 
is a traditional Palauan 
men’s meeting house. 


States of 
Micronesia 


The 600 islands of this tropical 
country fall into two types: forested 
volcanic islands and coral 

atolls. Many Micronesians make 

a living from fishing. 


271 sq miles (702 sq km) 

@ 102,450 

© Palikir 

© Trukese, other languages (+4) 


Spicy peppercorns : 
are grown on the es 
island of Pohnpei. 


Marshall 
Islands 


Just north of the equator in the 
Pacific Ocean, this chain of coral 
atolls and more than 1,000 islets 
teems with marine life. 


This rocky island nation has to 
import most of its food, water, 
and other goods from abroad. 


Q Nauruan, Kiribati, 
other languages (+3) 


8 sq miles 
(21 sq km) 
© 11,000 


70 sq miles (181 sq km) © Yaren 


Q 77,900 


®© Majuro 
Q Marshallese, English, other 


languages ( + 2) Nauruan Itte Detenamo is 


an international medal- 
Copra (dried winning weight lifter. 

coconut kernel) É 
and coconut oil 
are exported by 


the islands. 
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. c 
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" 4 
Solomon Islands 


Most people in the lush, tropical 
Solomon Islands live in rural 
villages. Like many other South 
Pacific nations, this country has 
many volcanoes and often 
experiences earthquakes 

and cyclones. 


Solomon Island 
bands play traditional 
music on bamboo 
instruments. 


11,157 sq miles 
(28,896 sq km) 


QD 685,100 7 
Q9 Honiara TUM 


Q English, Pidgin Engh, a - 
other languages (*121)5,- 9 


Tuvalu 


White terns inhabit 
the Tuvalu islands. 


Tuvalu is made up of nine tiny 
Pacific Islands. Around half of the 
population lives in Funafuti, where 
the government is based. 


10 sq miles (26 sq km) 


Q 11,350 


© Funafuti 
Q Tuvaluan, Kiribati, English 


0 500 km 
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Vanuatu 


The 80 small islands of Vanuatu are 
largely mountainous and covered 
by rain forests. The islands have 
nine active volcanoes. 


4,706 sq miles (12,189 sq km) 
(D 298,350 
€ Port-Vila 


Q Bislama, English, French, 
other local languages 


Vanuatu's Mt. Yasur volcano 
stands 1,184 ft (361 m) tall. 


—~ 


iem Kiribati E 


The 33 islands of Kiribati are 
low-lying, making them at risk of 
floods due to rising sea levels 
caused by climate change. 


313 sq miles (811 sq km) 

Q 111,800 

®© Tarawa 

Q English, Kiribati 
Lava-lava—pieces of cloth wrapped 
around the waist like a sarong—are 


worn on Kiribati and other 
South Pacific islands. 


Rugby is 
a popular 
sport in Fiji. 


There are more than 300 islands 

in Fiji. Tourism and sugar are the 
nation's major industries. Most of 

the population lives on the two main 
islands, Viti Levu and Vanua Levu. 


7,055 sq miles (18,274 sq km) 
(D 936,000 
®© Suva 


Q Fijian, English, other 
languages (+4) 


elUea)Q pue erjesny 


While most Samoans are farmers, 
tourism is a growing industry as 
vacationers are drawn to the island's 
white-sand beaches. 


1,093 sq miles (2,831 sq km) 
(D 203,800 
Q Apia 


Q Samoan, English 


A fautasi is a 
Samoan longboat. 


This nation of 170 mostly 
uninhabited islands is a monarchy. 
Its main crops include bananas, 
squash, and vanilla beans. 


288 sq miles 
(747 sq km) 


Q 106,100 
€@ Nuku'alofa 


Q English, 
Tongan 


This Tongan hook is 
used to hang food 
away from rats. 
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Polar regions 
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Antarctica 


Official flag 
Antarctica is governed by many countries eee 
under the Antarctica Treaty System. Member l E M 
countries agreed on a flag in 2002, which Es cy MTM HEX o 
features the continent's map in white. ü E 0 CEA mundsen->cott stanon 
Islands This US base, at the South Pole, is one of many 
“he apo ws permanent scientific research stations on the 
Weddell y , m wy continent. In the summer, there are up 
Sea g bronning Maud L ~ to 4,000 researchers in Antarctica. 
( Berkner Coats Land Enderby ' 
WS island 4 Land Land p 
OA Y y Kemp 


Land 
Sea P / inson Massif Amundsen-Scott South ; ay 
\ : UU 4,892 m (16,050 ft) / Pole Station Princess Wer 
| Ellsworth Vx Elizabeth 
Land West 2 "South Land 


4o 
Antarctica 2 East 12 
, Antarctica $ 
if Amundsen 
Sea 3 


Wilkes 


The blue background of the Le 


map represents neutrality. 


First to the Pole 

In a grueling race to be the first 
person ever to reach the South 
Pole, in 1911, Norwegian explorer 
Roald Amundsen (above) beat 
British explorer Robert E Scott. 


(12,448 ft) t 


5,500,000 sq miles 
(14,200,000 sq km) 


(D No permanent residents 


€ None 


Q No known language 


Ross 


Sea 
0 600 km 


0 600 miles 
(approximate scale) 


Mount Erebus 

This is the world’s 
southernmost active volcano. 
It stands 12,448 ft (3,794m) ez 
above sea levelandhasa # 
boiling lava lake at the top. = 


Antarctica is the coldest, driest, and 
windiest continent on Earth. This 
vast frozen landmass contains 

90 percent of the world’s ice. It is 
surrounded by the Southern Ocean. 


Penguin colony 
About half a million emperor 
penguins—the biggest and 
tallest species of penguin— 
live in Antarctica. They 
gather in huge colonies to 
breed and raise chicks and 
walk long distances across 
the ice to feed from the sea. 


Arctic tern 
These birds have the longest migration 
of any animal in the world. Every year, 
they fly about 50,000 miles (80,000 km) 
from the Arctic to Antarctica and back. 


The Arctic 


Yu’pik people 

The Arctic is home to many indigenous 
peoples, such as the Yu'pik of Siberia 
and Alaska, who travel on snowshoes 
and use animal furs for clothing. 
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Hardy plants 
Lichen, moss, and other 
tough plants, such as these 
Arctic poppies, thrive in the 
light, short Arctic summer | 
when the sun does not set. 


Polar bears 

Polar bears, the largest creatures 

in the Arctic, spend most of their 

lives on sea ice. Melting ice, due 

to a rise in global temperatures, 
is shrinking their habitat. 


Arctic whales 
A type of whale, narwhals 
are recognized by their up to 
10 ft (3 m) long single tusks. 
They swim in Arctic waters 
all year round and can reach 
depths of 1 mile (1.5 km). 


5,600,000 sq miles 
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Overseas Territories 


Some territories around the world belong to countries 
that lie far away from them geographically. Many of 
these overseas lands were once part of past colonial 
empires. Some now have their own local governments, 
but many have decided against independence in order 


Australia 


Ashmore and Cartier Islands 
@ Population: 0 

Area: 2 sq miles (5 sq km) 

Lying about 199 miles (320 km) northwest 

of Australia, this territory consists of four 
uninhabited coral reef islets. The first 
Europeans to discover them were British 
Captain Nash, aboard his ship Cartier in 1800, 
and Captain Samuel Ashmore, in 1811. 


Christmas Island 

®© Population: 2,200 

Area: 52 sq miles (135 sq km) 
This island in the Indian Ocean was named, 
on Christmas Day, 1643, by a British sea 


captain. Flying Fish Cove is its main settlement 
and port, where most islanders live. 


Thousands of red crabs migrate from 
Christmas Island to the ocean each year. 


Cocos Islands 
@ Population: 600 
Area: 5.5 sq miles (14 sq km) 


Two of the 27 tiny Cocos Islands in the Indian 
Ocean are inhabited. They are centers for 
fishing, snorkeling, and bird-watching. 


Coral Sea Islands 
(D Population: 0 
Area: 1 sq mile (3 sq km) 


On the edge of Australia’s Great Barrier Reef, 
these tiny isles are visited by seabirds. 


Heard and McDonald Islands 
@ Population: 0 

Area: 159 sq miles (412 sq km) 

This territory in the southern Indian Ocean is 


about 1,050 miles (1,700 km) from Antarctica. 
The volcanic islands are a haven for wildlife. 


Norfolk Island 

@ Population: 1,800 

Area: 14 sq miles (36 sq km) 

Lying 994 miles (1,600 km) northeast of Sydney, 


Australia, Norfolk Island was formerly a prison 
colony for convicts exiled from the UK. 


Denmark 


Faroe Islands 

@ Population: 51,600 

Area: 538 sq miles (1,393 sq km) 
The Faroe Islands are 18 rugged, volcanic isles 


in the North Atlantic Ocean. Viking warriors 
once lived on them, around 1,200 years ago. 


Greenland 

(D Population: 57,600 
Area: 836,300 sq miles 
(2,166,000 sq km) 


Greenland is the world's largest island that 
is not a country. Two-thirds of the territory 
lies in the Arctic Circle. 


to keep strong trade connections, economic support, 
or military protection from the country they are linked 
to. A number of overseas territories are uninhabited 
islands. The UK administers the most overseas lands, 
followed by France, the US, and the Netherlands. 


France 


Clipperton Island 

@ Population: 0 

Area: 2.5 sq miles (6 sq km) 

This remote island in the east Pacific Ocean 
takes its name from the 18th-century English 
pirate John Clipper, who is said to have 
hidden here. At its center is a large, nutrient- 
rich lagoon with an abundance of plant life. 


French Guiana 

@ Population: 290,000 
Area: 35,135 sq miles 
(91,000 sq km) 


On the northeast coast of South America is 
French Guiana, a region that is 90 percent 
dense jungle. Most people live in its largest 
city, Cayenne, or other towns on the coast. 


French Polynesia 

@ Population: 295,100 

Area: 1,609 sq miles (4,167 sq km) 
With 118 islands spanning the five archipelagos 
of Austral, Gambier, Marquesas, Society, and 
Tuamotu in the South Pacific, French Polynesia 
is rich in beaches, lagoons, and waterfalls. The 
largest island is mountainous Tahiti. 


French Southern 
and Antarctic Lands 
@ Population: 0 


Area: 169,800 sq miles 
(439,781 sq km) 


These remote, rugged islands lie in the 
southern Indian Ocean and off the Antarctic 
coast. Home to colonies of penguins and other 
seabirds, some of these isles are conservation 
areas with scientific research stations based 
on them. 
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Guadeloupe 

Q Population: 406,000 

Area: 629 sq miles (1,628 sq km) 
This archipelago lies within the Lesser Antilles 
chain of islands in the Caribbean Sea. The two 


main islands of Basse-Terre and Grand-Terre 
are linked by a bridge over the Salée River. 


La Soufriére volcano on 
Basse-Terre is the highest 
peak in the Lesser Antilles. 


Martinique 
@ Population: 376,000 
Area: 436 sq miles (1,128 sq km) 


This volcanic Caribbean island in the Lesser 
Antilles is some 4,400 miles (7,000 km) from 

France. Its French heritage is seen in the style 
of the buildings in its capital, Fort-de-France. 


Mayotte 


(D Population: 270,300 
Area: 144 sq miles (374 sq km) 


In the Indian Ocean, northwest of Madagascar, 
is the Mayotte archipelago. These picturesque 
islands have lush rain forest and mountains, 
and their coral reefs are popular with divers. 


New Caledonia 

@ Population: 290,000 

Area: 7,172 sq miles (18,575 sq km) 
About one-quarter of the world's reserves of 


the metal nickel are found in New Caledonia, 
a chain of islands in the South Pacific. 


Réunion 

@ Population: 859,000 

Area: 970 sq miles (2,512 sq km) 
One of the world's most active volcanoes, 


Piton de la Fournaise, meaning “Peak of the 
Furnace" in French, is situated on this island. 


St. Barthélemy 

@ Population: 7,100 

Area: 9.5 sq miles (25 sq km) 
Nicknamed St. Barts, this Caribbean 


island is a luxury holiday destination with 
white, sandy beaches and smart hotels. 


St. Martin 
© Population: 32,600 
Area: 21 sq miles (54 sq km) 


This northeast Caribbean island is a 
French territory on the north side, while 
the south side (Sint-Maarten) is Dutch. 


St. Pierre and Miquelon 
@ Population: 5,300 
Area: 93.5 sq miles (242 sq km) 


Off the Canadian Atlantic Ocean lies an 
archipelago of eight French islands. Busy St. 
Pierre is home to most of the population, while 
Miquelon is a quiet haven for whales and seals. 


Wallis and Futuna 
@ Population: 15,900 
Area: 55 sq miles (142 sq km) 


These two small, remote volcanic islands lie in 
the South Pacific Ocean. Although they are 
governed by France, their Polynesian customs 
and communities are strong and diverse. 


The 
Netherlands 


Aruba 
@ Population: 119,400 
Area: 69 sq miles (180 sq km) 


The picturesque island of Aruba lies off the 
Venezuelan coast in the Caribbean Sea. 


Bonaire 

@ Population: 20,000 

Area: 113 sq miles (294 sq km) 
With its coral reefs, diverse marine life, 


and sandy beaches, the Caribbean island of 
Bonaire is popular with divers and snorkelers. 


Curacao 


@ Population: 151,400 
Area: 171 sq miles (444 sq km) 


This long, flat Caribbean island has a bustling 
coastal capital called Willemstad. The city's 
historic center boasts old Dutch-style buildings. 


Willemstad—the colorful capital 
of Curacao 


Saba 

@ Population: 1,900 

Area: 5 sq miles (13 sq km) 

The dormant volcano Mount Scenery lies 
at the heart of this tiny rain forest island in 
the Caribbean Sea. The Saba Marine Park 
protects the island's coral reefs and seagrass 
beds from damage by fishing, diving, and 
dumped waste. 


Sint-Eustatius 
@ Population: 3,000 
Area: 8 sq miles (21 sq km) 


Sint-Eustatius is a small island 16 miles (26 km) 
from Saba composed of two extinct volcanoes. 
Turtles nest on its beaches. This Caribbean 
island can be hit by tropical storms. 


Sint-Maarten 
@ Population: 43,800 
Area: 13 sq miles (34 sq km) 


Sint-Maarten is on the south side of the island 
that it shares with St. Martin (a French 
territory). Its bustling capital, Philipsburg, is 
popular with tourists on passing cruise ships. 


New 
Zealand 


Cook Islands 
@ Population: 8,600 
Area: 91 sq miles (236 sq km) 


The 15 Cook Islands are spread far and wide 
across 772,000 sq miles (2 million sq km) of 
South Pacific Ocean. The main exports of this 
self-governing territory are pearls and fish. 


Niue 
@ Population: 2,000 
Area: 100 sq miles (260 sq km) 


Known as the “Rock of Polynesia,” Niue 
is located 1,500 miles (2,400 km) off the 
coast of New Zealand. Its rugged interior 
is made up of cliffs, chasms, and forests. 


Tokelau 

@ Population: 1,600 

Area: 4.5 sq miles (12 sq km) 

The three tiny coral atolls of Atafu, Fakaofo, 
and Nukunonu make up this territory in the 


South Pacific Ocean. Many of the population 
make their living by farming or fishing. 


Red-footed 
boobies nest on 
Pacific islands. 


Norway 


Bouvet Island 
@ Population: 0 
Area: 19 sq miles (49 sq km) 


Situated in the south Atlantic Ocean, Bouvet 
Island is covered in ice. It is a nature reserve 
known for its penguin and seal populations. 


Jan Mayen 

Q Population: 0 

Area: 145 sq miles (377 sq km) 
Between Greenland and Norway in the Atlantic 
Ocean is the small volcanic island of Jan 


Mayen. Scientists visit this uninhabited territory 
to study the glacial terrain and stormy weather. 


Peter I Island 
Q Population: 0 
Area: 69 sq miles (180 sq km) 


A 19th-century Russian explorer named this 
volcanic island after Russian Tsar Peter I. This 
uninhabited territory in the Bellingshausen Sea 
is visited by petrels, terns, penguins, and seals. 


Svalbard 
@ Population: 2,900 
Area: 23,950 sq miles (62,045 sq km) 


Nine islands form this archipelago in the Arctic 
Ocean north of Norway. Known for its snowy 
mountain peaks and glaciers, it is home 

to polar bears, reindeer, and Arctic foxes. 


United 
Kingdom 


Anguilla 
(QD Population: 18,100 


Area: 35 sq miles (91 sq km) 


This beautiful island in the Caribbean Sea 
was named after the French word anguille 
for “eel” because of its long, narrow shape. 
White-sand beaches and pretty islets attract 
many tourists. 


Sailboats race 


each other during 
the Anguilla 
| — — Summer Festival. 


Sailing is a national sport in Anguilla. 


Ascension Island 
@ Population: 800 
Area: 35 sq miles (91 sq km) 


Roughly halfway between Brazil and Africa in 
the Atlantic Ocean is this small volcanic island 
once visited by celebrated British naturalist 
Charles Darwin. Green Mountain is the tallest 
peak on Ascension Island at 2,818 ft (859 m). 


Bermuda 

(D Population: 71,700 

Area: 21 sq miles (54 sq km) 
Known for its pinkish-sand beaches, Bermuda 
is made up of seven Atlantic Ocean islands 
connected by bridges. It has a high number 
of wrecks in its waters, caused by ships 

hitting hidden coral reefs around its coastline. 


Divers flock to the 
Bermuda coast to 
explore its shipwre 


British Indian Ocean 
Territory 

@ Population: 0 

Area: 23 sq miles (60 sq km) 


Lying in the middle of the Indian Ocean, this 
archipelago of 58 tropical islands serves as a 
military base. Its only visitors are military staff. 


British Virgin Islands 

®© Population: 37,400 

Area: 58 sq miles (151 sq km) 

The clear, blue waters and warm, subtropical 


climate of these Caribbean islands make them 
very popular with tourists. 
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Cayman Islands 

@ Population: 62,000 

Area: 102 sq miles (264 sq km) 

The three islands of Grand Cayman, Cayman 
Brac, and Little Cayman make up this territory in 


the Caribbean Sea. It is famous for its financial 
services and for being a tax-free haven. 


Falkland Islands 

@ Population: 3,200 

Area: 4,700 sq miles (12,173 sq km) 
Off the coast of Argentina in the Atlantic 


Ocean, this archipelago consists of two 
main islands and 776 smaller isles. 


Gibraltar 

@ Population: 30,000 

Area: 2.5 sq miles (6.5 sq km) 
Gibraltar covers a tiny area on the south coast 
of Spain. This self-governing British territory is 
world famous for the mighty Rock of Gibraltar, 
a limestone rock 1,398 ft (426 m) tall. 


Guernsey 

@ Population: 67,000 

Area: 25 sq miles (65 sq km) 
Guernsey is the second-largest of the 
Channel Islands in the English Channel. 


It has thousands of Guernsey cows 
known for their creamy milk. 


Isle of Man 


@ Population: 90,500 

Area: 221 sq miles (572 sq km) 

In the Irish Sea off the northwest coast of 
England lies the rugged Isle of Man. This hilly 


island hosts the world-famous Tourist Trophy 
(TT) motorcycle races every year. 


The TT courses are famous 
for being hazardous. 


Jersey 

@ Population: 101,000 

Area: 45 sq miles (116 sq km) 

Lying close to the north coast of France, Jersey 
is the largest of the British Channel Islands. 


It is known for its historic castles, Jersey cows, 
and tunnels that date from World War II. 


The 13th-century Mont 
Orgueil Castle in Jersey 


Montserrat 

@ Population: 5,400 

Area: 39 sq miles (102 sq km) 
Named Montserrat by explorer Christopher 
Columbus in 1493, this Caribbean island has 
been an English territory since the 17th century. 
Since 1995, eruptions from the Soufriére Hills 
volcano have forced many islanders to leave. 


Pitcairn Islands 
@ Population: 50 
Area: 18 sq miles (47 sq km) 


In 1789, British sailors on board the HMS 
Bounty staged a mutiny and settled on 
the remote, mid-Pacific Pitcairn Island. 

By 1838, Pitcairn and three surrounding 
islands had become a British territory. 


St. Helena 
(D Population: 6,000 
Area: 47 sq miles (122 sq km) 


This volcanic island in the south Atlantic 
Ocean is rich in wildlife. French military 
commander Napoleon Bonaparte was in 
exile on St. Helena for six years until his 
death in 1821. 


South Georgia and the 
South Sandwich Islands 

Q Population: 0 

Area: 1,506 sq miles (3,903 sq km) 
This group of southern Atlantic Ocean islands 
was claimed by British navigator James Cook 


in the 18th century. South Georgia is a haven 
for penguins, albatrosses, and elephant seals. 


Tristan da Cunha 

Q Population: 260 

Area: 38 sq miles (98 sq km) 
The remote location of Tristan da Cunha 


in the Atlantic Ocean has attracted rare 
wildlife to these six tiny islands. 


Turks and Caicos Islands 
@ Population: 55,900 

Area: 366 sq miles (948 sq km) 
Forty tropical islands form this archipelago 


in the Atlantic Ocean. Tourism, fishing, and 
financial services are important for its economy. 


United 
States of 
America 


American Samoa 
@ Population: 49,400 
Area: 86 sq miles (224 sq km) 


These islands were formed relatively 
recently—within the last seven million 
years—by volcanic activity, 


Pink coral, American Samoa 


Baker and Howland Islands 
@ Population: 0 

Area: 0.5 sq miles (1.4 sq km) 

The two tiny Pacific islands of Baker and 
Howland are surrounded by coral reefs. 


Uninhabited, they are a refuge for marine 
life, including endangered sea turtles. 


Kingman Reef 

(QD Population: 0 

Area: 0.4 sq miles (1 sq km) 

This spectacular, submerged coral reef in the 
north Pacific Ocean is protected. More than 


200 fish species thrive here, including eels, rays, 
and sharks. It is also home to giant clams. 


Guam 
@ Population: 168,500 


Area: 210 sq 
miles (544 sq km) 


This tropical island 
in the western 
Pacific Ocean 

is the site of 
important US 
military bases. 

Its indigenous 
people are called 
the Chamorro. 


Chamorro- 
style dancing 


Jarvis Island 
@ Population: 0 
Area: 1.5 sq miles (4.5 sq km) 


A tiny, flat island in the Pacific Ocean, 
Jarvis brought the US riches in the 19th 
century thanks to guano (bird droppings), 
a valuable source of fertilizer. Today, 
Jarvis is a nature reserve. 


Johnston Atoll 
@ Population: 0 
Area: 1 sq mile (2.6 sq km) 


Four islands form this atoll in the central Pacific 
Ocean. North and East islands were created 
artificially by dredging. An uninhabited 

nature refuge, this atoll is an oasis for 

reef and bird life. 


Midway Islands 
(D Population: 0 
Area: 5.2 sq km (2 sq miles) 


Named by the US Navy for its central location 
between California and Japan, Midway 
Islands form a small coral atoll in the Pacific 
Ocean. Its three islands support all sorts of 
nesting birds, including millions of albatrosses. 


Navassa Island 

Q Population: 0 

Area: 2 sq miles (5.2 sq km) 
Preserved as a wildlife sanctuary since 1999, 
Navassa is a tiny US territory in the Caribbean 
Sea. The landscape of limestone rock and 
craggy coastline provides an ideal habitat 

for native lizards and nesting sea birds. 


Northern Mariana Islands 
@ Population: 57,000 

Area: 184 sq miles (477 sq km) 
Totaling 22 islands in the Pacific Ocean, the 


self-governed Northern Mariana Islands have 
active volcanoes and fringing coral reefs. 


Palmyra Atoll 
@ Population: 0 
Area: 5 sq miles (12 sq km) 


The Palmyra Atoll in the Pacific Ocean is 
a protected area. Scientists visit it to study 
its landscape, wildlife, and climate. 


Puerto Rico 


(D Population: 3.2 million 
Area: 3,515 sq miles (9,104 sq km) 


This vibrant island in the Caribbean Sea has 
both mountains and tropical forests. With a 
diverse population, its culture includes a mix 
of Spanish, US, and Afro-Caribbean traditions. 


Ponce Carnival is an annual 
celebration in Puerto Rico. 


Virgin Islands 
@ Population: 104,000 
Area: 137 sq miles (355 sq km) 


The Virgin Islands are part of a picturesque 
archipelago east of Puerto Rico. Their 
subtropical climate, white sands, and blue 
waters attract many visitors. These islands are 
sometimes hit by powerful hurricanes, including 
highly destructive Hurricane Irma in 2017. 


Wake Island 
@ Population: 0 
Area: 2.5 sq miles (6.5 sq km) 


This former World War II battleground is a tiny 
US territory in the Pacific Ocean made up of 
three coral islets over an underwater volcano. 
The public cannot visit them, but they have an 
emergency landing strip for military aircraft. 


An aerial view of Palmyra Atoll 


anualajay 


185 


Glossary 


An oval-shaped, open-air 


An earlier person, animal, or 


A group of islands. 


A ring-shaped coral reef that 


Glossary 


alpine 
Of or relating to high 
mountain areas. 


amphitheater 


arena, usually where public 
events take place. 


ancestor 


object from the past of someone 
or something existing today. 


annex 

To take over territory that 
belongs to another country. 
archipelago 

arid 

Describes an area with little 
or no rainfall. 


atoll 


surrounds an area of shallow 
water, such as a lagoon. 


bonsai 

A Japanese art form of 
growing miniature trees and 
shrubs in pots using a special 
pruning technique. 


calligraphy 
The art of elegant or 
decorative handwriting. 


casino 
A space where gambling 
games are played. 


cease-fire 

An agreement to suspend 
fighting, usually to discuss 
terms of peace. 


chateau 
A large castle or stately home 
in France. 


city-state 

A city that is self-governing 
and does not belong to 
another country or state. 


civilization 

A group of people who share 
the same society, culture, and 
way of life. 


climate 

The average weather patterns 
of a particular area over a 
long period of time. 


coastline 
An area where land 
and ocean meet. 


colonialism 
A system by which 
one country takes 
political control of 
another country, and 
exploits its resources 
for financial or 
economic gain. 


colony 
An area that is ruled by 
another country, 


communism 

A system by which all 
property and industry is 
owned by the government. 
Wealth and resources are 
evenly distributed among 
the state's citizens. 


constitution 

A set of laws that describes the 
basic rights and duties of all 
citizens. A constitution also 
determines how a country 
should be governed. 


currency 
Anything that is widely 
accepted as money ina 
particular country. 


delta 

A flat area, sometimes 
triangular in shape, that 
forms from the settling of 
silt and sand at the mouth 
of a river. 


democracy 

A system of government in 
which people choose their 
leaders through elections. 


diverse 

Describes a population of 
people that includes many 
different races, cultures, 
societies, and religions. 


dynasty 

A ruling family whose power 
passes from one generation 
to the next. 


empire 

A group of countries or 
territories ruled by a single 
monarch or government. 


endangered 

A species with a low 
population that is at risk 
of becoming extinct. 


endemic 
A plant or animal species that 


is native to a particular area and 
found nowhere else. 


ethnicity 
The language, culture, and beliefs 
of a particular group of people. 


exports 
The sale of goods and services 
to other countries. 


extinction 
When all the members of 
a species die out. 


fado music 

A Portuguese style of singing in 
which the vocalist laments the 
hardships of daily life. 


fjord 

A long, thin body of water that 
extends inland from the sea, often 
between high cliffs. 


folklore 

The customs, traditions, and 
stories of a community passed 
down through generations, 
usually by word of mouth. 


glacial lake 

A lake formed when a glacier 
erodes the land and then melts, 
filling in the cavity left behind 
by the glacier. 


Gothic 

Describes a style of architecture 
used in western Europe between 
the 12th and 16th centuries. 


Hangul 
The Korean alphabet. 


harbor 
A place where ships may moor 
safely, usually due to the presence 
of piers, jetties, and other 
human-made structures. 


imperial 
Of or relating to an empire. 


imports 
Goods bought in from 
another country. 


independence 

The liberation of a country, state, 
or society, which then becomes 
self-governing. 


indigenous 
Native to a particular place. 


irrigation 

The method of supplying land 
with extra water by means of 
channels, pipes, or canals. 


islet 
A small island. 


lagoon 
An area of shallow water that 
has been cut off from the sea. 


landlocked 
An area of land (or water) that is 
completely surrounded by land. 


marine 
Of or relating to the sea. 


marsupial 
A type of mammal whose females 
carry their young in pouches. 


medieval 

From or relating to the Middle 
Ages, a time in history that 
lasted from 600 to 1500 cz. 


minaret 
A tall, thin tower that is part 
of a mosque. 


monarchy 
A form of government ruled 
by a king or queen. 


oasis 
A place in a dry area where there 
is water, and plants can grow. 


Ottoman Empire 

An empire that was founded 
in Anatolia (modern-day 
Turkey) in the 13th century. 
It controlled much of western 
Asia, southeastern Europe, 
and northern Africa from 
the 14th to 20th centuries. 


peninsula 

A piece of land that is 
connected to the mainland 
but that is almost entirely 
surrounded by water. 


permafrost 
Frozen ground found beneath 
the surface in polar regions. 


Polynesia 

An area in the central Pacific 
Ocean that includes many 
islands, such as Hawaii, 
Samoa, and New Zealand. 


province 

A large section of a country 
that may have its own 
administration or government. 


regatta 
A sporting event that involves 
boat and yacht races. 


reggae 
A style of music that originated 
in Jamaica in the 1960s. 


relic 
An ancient object. 


Renaissance 

A period of European history 
from the 14th to 16th centuries, 
during which an interest in the 
arts and learning was renewed. 


republic 

A form of government in which 
the supreme power lies with 
the people and their elected 
representatives. 


rift (geology) 
A widening crack caused by 
rocks pulling apart. 


Sahel region 
A semiarid region in 
northern Africa located 
directly south of the Sahara 


Desert and which stretches 
from the Atlantic Ocean to 
the Red Sea. 


sarong 

A long piece of cloth wrapped 
around the body and tucked 
in at the waist. 


savanna 
An area of grassland that 
has few trees. 


sea level 

The level of the sea’s surface in 
relation to other geographical 
features such as hills. 


souk 
An Arab marketplace. 


Soviet Union 

Officially called the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics, or 
USSR. It was a collection of 
15 federal socialist republics 
in what is now Russia and 
parts of eastern Europe and 
central Asia and which 
disbanded in 1991. 


tapioca 
A starch extracted from 
the cassava plant and 
which is used as a food 
thickening agent, 
especially 

for puddings. 


terraces 
A series of flat areas built 
into a slope-like steps, 

used for growing crops. 


territory 
An area of land that belongs to 
a ruler or state. 


textile 
A piece of cloth or woven fabric. 


tropical 
Of or in relation to the area 
near the Equator. 


tundra 

The cold, treeless areas 

around the North and South 
Pole, where the ground is frozen 
for most of the year. 


volcanic beach 

The beach on a volcanic island, 
where deposits of dark volcanic 
minerals and rocks are common. 
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